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Parish Council meeting of Monday 13th January 2020 at 8.00pm, Village Hall, Pye Corner, Gilston.

PRESENT: Cllr Baxter, Beazley, Bryant, Jones, Orson, Wightwick
In attendance: Christine Law (Parish Clerk), 1 member of the public.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a) Sarah Bagnall passed on her thanks to the Parish Council and residents for their support in sponsoring and organizing the Community Carol Service in December. Very positive feedback has been received and many have asked that this should become an annual event.
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Residents of Gilston Lane raised concerns about the condition of the trees along the edge of the lane next to the highway and the risk and consequences of any trees falling as happened in May 2019. The Parish Council wrote to landowners at that time asking them to check that their trees fronting the public highways are suitably managed and will write again to ask whether these woods have now been surveyed and the outcome.
BUSINESS MEETING STARED AT 8.30PM

68) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
a. Cllr Eric Buckmaster (District & County Councillor) – his report can be found at the end of these minutes), PCSO Leon DeBruyn – his report can be found at the end of these minutes.
69) TO RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. None.
70) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a. Minutes of the business meeting of the 9th December 2019 were proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Jones.  These were signed as a true record by Chairman Cllr Orson.
71) ACCOUNTS
a. The Councils written accounts summary had been distributed before the meeting. (Appendix 1).    
b. Budget 2020/2021 – the amendments were discussed and agreed.
c. Precept 2020/2021 it was agreed that we would apply for £12,750.00 for this coming year. 
a-c Were agreed and proposed by Cllr Beazley and seconded by Cllr Bryant.
72) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS
a. Places for People –
i. Outline Planning Permission with all matters reserved apart from external vehicular access for a mixed-use development of up to 8,500 homes for a part of the Gilston Area (Reference 3/19/1045/OUT);
ii. Detailed Planning Permission for alterations to the existing Fifth Avenue bridge (Reference 3/19/1046/FUL);
iii. Detailed Planning Permission for erection of a new road, pedestrian and cycle bridge (Reference 3/19/1051/FUL) and Listed Building Consent for works to Fiddlers Brook Bridge (Reference 3/19/1049/LBC).
b. 38 Pye Corner, Gilston.  Single storey side extension. This application has been granted.
c. Grasslands, Pye Corner.  Improvements to access by widening – 3/19/2241/FUL – this has been refused.  
d. Grasslands, Pye Corner.  Widening of access – 3/19/0849/FUL – has gone to appeal to the Secretary of State.  Awaiting decision. 
73) UPDATE ON ITEMS WITH EAST HERTS/HERTFORDSHIRECC FOR ACTION
a. Cllr Orson has updated the log of all outstanding items that are awaiting either East Herts or Herts CC response to and will review with Cllr Buckmaster our District and County Councillor.
b. It was been asked if a Nissan Leaf car that has been abandoned in Terlings Park can be added to the list and East Herts be asked to have it removed.  Cllr Orson will speak to Cllr Buckmaster about the matter.
74) PARISH PATHS
a. Cllr Orson proposed that the Parish Council should compile a log of all outstanding footpath issues to keep track of their status and for review with HCC Rights of Way. At present nothing to report.
75) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a. Cllr Bryant reported that the draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation has been completed and the responses are being collated and assessed. Amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan will be made based on the consultation responses. A log of all consultation responses and the actions taken will be published alongside the revised Neighbourhood Plan which is due in March 2020.
76) HIGHWAYS
a. Cllr Beazley had nothing to report.
b. Potholes – the Clerk asked that Councillors report potholes in Eastwick and Gilston to her so that could make a “bulk” report online.
c. Flooding – Gilston Lane. Concern has been raised by residents about flooding along the lane caused a blocked gully and debris caught in tree roots where the brook runs alongside the road.  This has been reported to the relevant authorities and landowner and is being progressed.
77) NEW HOMES BONUS
a. Defib – Eastwick – Cllr Bryant reported that she has been in communication with McMullen’s owners of The Lion and is waiting for a response from them.
b. Defib – Gilston Lane – We are waiting an update from East Herts if we need planning permission etc.  The Clerk will chase.
c. Terlings Park – Defib – We are waiting for the management committee to come back to us about if they want one and where it is to go.
d. Play Equipment – Terlings Park – Cllr Wightwick will be putting forward a quote for the next meeting for the Parish Councillors to discuss the plans and costs involved.
e. Cllr Orson reported that he is investigating options for short term investment of the New Homes Bonus funds that we are holding and will report back to the next meeting.
78) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a.  Cllr Bryant informed the meeting that the committee is considering options for future improvements to the hall. Digital plans have been purchased and will be used by architects to advise on possibilities and costs. The next meeting is the 2nd March will have an update for our next meeting.
79) CORRESPONDENCE
a. None received.
80) PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
a. Cllr Orson proposed a Saturday meeting to consider the issues and options for improvement of parish communications with residents.
b. Councillors Responsibilities:
Cllr Orson – EHC Gilston Steering Group representative and Neighbourhood Planning Group  
Cllr Bryant – Neighbourhood Planning Group and Village Hall Management Committee
Cllr Wightwick – Highways
Cllr Jones – Parish Paths
81) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY
a. Under New Homes Bonus – funding for Terlings Play equipment.
82) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULK LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA

83) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a. A List of dates for 2020 meetings were presented to the meeting.
b. Date of the next meeting is on Monday 9th March 2020, 8.00pm, Village Hall, Pye Corner. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING (This is a meeting of the electorate and not a Parish Council meeting). FOLLOWED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING.
Meeting closed at 9.10pm
					+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
County Councillor report January 2020
Budget plans: Investment to support the vulnerable, meet the challenge of a growing Hertfordshire and to protect the environment
Hertfordshire County Council has published plans to invest to support the vulnerable, meet the challenge of a growing Hertfordshire and protect the environment. A solid track record of sound financial management’ coupled with an increase in central government funding for the first time in many years, means that the council is able to consider investing in key services. 
The extra investment will also be paid for by an increase of 2% for adult social care precept and 1.99% addition in general council tax. This is equivalent to £1.04 a week increase for average band D households. 
Through the council’s annual budget consultation process, 60% of those residents said that they would be willing to pay more in council tax to maintain local services. 
The key areas highlighted within the budget are: 
· Supporting the vulnerable: This includes the headline £12m investment to reward and help retain Hertfordshire’s 30,000 strong care workforce who make a real difference supporting older and disabled people – this will be broadly met for by the extra 2% in social care precept. Our close proximity to London and low unemployment has, in the past meant that we have struggled to recruit and retain these highly skilled workers. These new plans will help us to build a system in Hertfordshire which financially rewards those working in social care, offers real opportunities for career development and progression and delivers the best possible quality of care.   £8m is also being invested to ensure there is sufficient funding to support the most vulnerable children in care. This is on top of transformation funding to develop more specialist care capacity within the county. A further £3m is being invested for Special Education Needs transport;
Meeting the challenges of a growing county: This investment now totals £37m over a 5 year period, with £8m being invested next year in improving the standard of the local road network;  
· Protect the environment: In July 2019, the county council agreed the declaration of a climate emergency. Alongside some of the existing initiatives, including the air quality strategy and the energy strategy, this budget includes £10m of capital to invest in public transport and bus priority measures. There will also be an initial £300k per year as a catalyst for the emerging Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy;
The County Council is also facing a number of financial challenges such as continued uncertainty of future government funding and increasing demands for vital support services for disabled and vulnerable children, adults and the elderly. 
In response, the county has already identified £17m of savings for next year. The council has also put in place innovative arrangements, such as working with the charitable trust Libraries for life to start in Spring 2020, which will save several hundreds of thousands of pounds while protecting the libraries service.  
If the draft plans are approved at Cabinet on 20 January, the budget proposals will then be considered by each of the County Council’s Cabinet Panels and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, before the final financial recommendations are made by Cabinet on 24 February, for full approval by the Full Council on 25 February 
Hertfordshire County Council to plant 350 trees to help save the bees The planting event took place on 18 December, on land owned by the Council, east of Potters Bar, where the County Council’s Rural Estates Team will lead the members in planting tree species such as Hawthorn, Hazel, Crab Apple, Rowan, Goat Willow and Field Maple which will produce an all year-round food source for bees. The Hertfordshire Pollinator Strategy and action plan was approved at Hertfordshire County Council’s full cabinet on Monday 16 December. One of the actions from the plan include; to protect, increase and enhance the amount of pollinator habitats across the county, to help prevent extinctions and improve the status of any locally threatened pollinator species.

Hertfordshire County Council pledge 80 per cent reduction in carbon 
Hertfordshire County Council has pledged to reduce its carbon energy usage by 80 per cent by 2025 as part of its new Energy Strategy. The new strategy is aligned with the County Council’s Climate Change Emergency and the wider national targets and sets out its carbon targets through adopting five key themes:
 
· Demand reduction throughout energy efficiencies, application of low and zero carbon technologies
· Procurement of green energy
· Energy generation from renewable and emerging technologies
· Communities and partnership support on carbon reduction 
· Infrastructure development.
To oversee the delivery and development of this strategy an Energy Task Force has been set up, compromising of councillors and officers.
 Councillor Ralph Sangster, Resources and Performance Cabinet Member, said: “We have saved over £3.2million annually through a number of measures which include the reduction of our carbon emissions by 41 per cent over the past six-years, reducing demand, improving efficiencies and the application of low carbon technologies. 
"The aim of our new Energy Strategy is to improve upon these efficiencies through no and low cost measures before considering high cost actions.”
 As part of the energy generation from renewable technologies theme, Cabinet have approved the initial funding to explore a solar panel farm and battery storage project in Smallford Pit, St Albans. 
Initial assessments have revealed the 124-acre site could support this project, with the Energy Task Force now working closely with UK Power Networks to secure grid availability.
A great year for cycling
In 2019, Cycling Team has delivered training to nearly 9,000 children and adults across the county, increasing again from 2018 figures. There is enthusiasm and support for the Bikeability scheme with more and more schools getting involved.
The team have had an excellent year with their work ensuring that children with special needs have the opportunity to do additional cycle training giving them the confidence and ability to join in Bikeability training, and most importantly enjoy cycling. 
There is a newly revised ‘Hertfordshire Cycling Map for Travel and Leisure’. The map is updated and shows what is available in the county with clearly marked cycle hubs and cycle pit stops and lots of different routes. 
For more information get in touch with the Cycling team at cycling@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Learn 2 Live programme With 19 performances, more schools and colleges attending than ever before and excellent feedback, the Learn 2 Live programme is growing and continuing to innovate. Every attendee receives potentially life-changing messages and strategies that will keep them safer on the roads. Thanks to our partners from Roads Policing, Fire and Rescue, Trading Standards to Road Victims Trust for their essential support. The young drivers’ link provides more information and an overview of Learn 2 Live, and introduces a virtual reality film - 360o film www.hazardaware360.co.uk on driving hazards. 

East Herts
Items on Executive Agenda this month (21st January)
7. Bishop's Stortford High School Site (BISH6) Masterplanning Framework 
8. South of Hertford (HERT5) Masterplanning Framework 
9. East of Manor Links (BISH9) Masterplanning Framework 
10. Bircherley Green – Hertford Town Centre Urban Design Strategy Update 
11. Corporate Plan 2020/21
12. Sustainable Medium Term Financial Plan 2020/21 - 2023/24 
13. Capital Strategy 2020 Onwards 
14. Treasury Management Strategy 2020/21 

Hartham Leisure Centre. The planning application for the extension of Hartham Leisure Centre was considered at Development Management Committee on 8th January. Members raised concerns over the design and materials and asked for the decision to be deferred. Officers will consider steps that may be taken to address the concerns. The change of use of a temporary location to house the gym equipment during construction was approved as well as the play area alongside the Leisure Centre.
			+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Unfortunately I will not be able to attend the first PC meeting for Eastwick & Gilston on Monday 13th January 2020 due to operational demands.

I have looked over the Crime reports for your area between 1st December 2019 and 9th January 2020 and there are no crime details for me to report on.

I would, however like to introduce to you a new communication platform that Herts police are trialling called Echo (please see logo below)

ECHO is an easy way for anybody, at any time to tell us what they think we should be focusing on as a police force The information is sent to a central dashboard that all officers, Sergeants, Inspectors and Senior Chiefs can see.
This means that we can start to utilise our resources based on what the community is telling us and that means we can focus more on what matters most to you.
From this feedback we will be able to set new quarterly Priorities. 

These details are on the Herts Police website and I would be happy to deliver some leaflets to you, if you wish.
I have attached the Echo Logo to this email.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Many thanks

Leon


Leon DE BRUYN 
Pcso 6389
East Herts Rural Team
Hertfordshire Police
leon.debruyn@herts.pnn.police.uk


