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Parish Council meeting of Monday 13th July 2020 at 8.00pm.  Due to the current government regulations the Parish Council is unable to hold Parish Council meetings in the Village Hall. This meeting was held remotely using Zoom.  

PRESENT: Cllr Baxter, Beazley, Bryant, Harvey, Jones, Orson, Wightwick
In attendance: Eric Buckmaster (District & County Councillor), Christine Law (Parish Clerk).

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a) No members of the public were present.
BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.00pm

18) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
a) PCSO Leon DeBruyn. PCSO’s report (Appendix 5)
19) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
a) Cllrs Wightwick and Beazley declared an interest in New Homes Bonus item 27a) Play Equipment proposal for Terlings Park as they are Terlings Park Management Company directors and Terlings Park residents.
20) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) Minutes of Parish Council of 18th May – Parish Council Annual Meeting was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Bryant (Appendix 1).
b) Minutes of Parish Council Business meeting of 18th May 2020 was proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Baxter (Appendix 2).  These were then both signed by Cllr Orson as a true record.
21) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks written report to the Council of Accounts summary was agreed by full council and proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Baxter. 
22) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATION  
a) Places for People: 
i) Outline planning permission with all matters reserved apart from external vehicular access for a mixed-use development of up to 8,500 homes for a part of the Gilston Area.
ii) Detailed planning permission for alteration to the existing Fifth Avenue bridge.
iii) Detailed Planning Permission for erection of a new road, pedestrian, and cycle way.  All awaiting permission.  No update.
b) Grassland, Pye Corner – Widening of access – 3/19/0849/FUL – has gone to appeal and awaiting decisions.
c) 19 Gilston Lane, Gilston – Removal of car port.  Construction of two storey and single storey side extension.  New first floor front window opening.  Awaiting decision.
d) 95 Pye Corner – Two storey and single storey rear extension.  Awaiting decision.
23) UPDATE ON ITEMS WITH EAST HERTS/HERTFORDSHURE CC FOR ACTION
a) Water discharge into Eastwick Hall Lane and potholed road surface. Status closed.
b) Fly tipping - CCTV installation. To be followed up with Licensing and Enforcement.
c) East Anglia Trials Park. Status closed.
d) Plume of Feathers – land used for wood/timber storage, is change of use required? To be followed up with Planning Enforcement.
e) 2m Gates and fence adjoining highway adjacent to 86 Gilston Lane. To be followed up with Planning Enforcement
f) Illegal waste transfer at Redricks Lane. Status closed.
g) Burnt Mill Lane, knotweed infestation. Cllr Buckmaster to follow up.
h) Litter picks. Status closed.
i) Blocked Gullies C161 and Gilston Lane. Further problems with flooding should be reported to Cllr Buckmaster.
j) Footpath from Eastwick village to Eastwick Lodge Farm.  Cllr Wightwick to follow up as a Highways matter.
24) PARISH PATHS
a) Cllr Jones reported that he is in communication with Knight Frank regarding the location of the new footpath benches 
b) Cllr Bryant had reported that sections of E25 and E16 have still not been cleared. - Cllr Jones will follow up with Knight Frank.
c) Cllr Jones reported that he is in communication with Knight Frank regarding the reinstatement of the Moat – Eastwick Hall Lane.  
d) Footpath crossing the Eastwick Shooting Ground, Eastwick Hall Lane – complaints have been received that the clay shoot warning signs do not state clearly when shoots are taking place.  Cllr Harvey and Cllr Jones will arrange to meet the shoot organiser to review.
25) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) Cllr Bryant reported that the final version of the Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to East Herts Council. Consultation on the plan will be held by East Herts Council from 21 July to 15 September. details to follow, the plan can be viewed on their web site. 
b) The Neighbourhood Plan Group’s immediate priorities now include contributing to the Landscape Masterplan and identification of early wins
26) HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Wightwick’s report is in appendix 3.
27) NEW HOMES BONUS
a) Play equipment – Terlings Park, Cllr Wightwick reported that the recent consultation on provision of additional play equipment held by Terlings Park Management Company had 60 responses from Terlings Park residents.  This will be reported at the TPMC AGM 
b) [bookmark: _Hlk46312272]Village Hall – recommendations for possible improvements to the village have been made by the architects engaged by the Village Hall Management Committee. 
c) Defibrillators. Cllr Bryant reported that provision of a defibrillator at Eastwick is still in progress. A location for a defibrillator in Terlings Park has been identified and arrangements are being made for installation.
28) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Bryant reported that the architects assessment and proposals have been paid as agreed from New Homes Bonus funds.
b) Katie Spencer VHMC Chair has not had a clear response regarding availability of s.106 funding for village hall improvements. Cllr Orson to write to Richard Cassidy East Herts Council Chief Executive to request resolution.
29) PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
a) Cllr Orson’s note of actions can be seen in (appendix 4).
30) CORRESPONDENCE
a) None
31) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
a) Burning of Tyres – Fiddlers Brook - reported to East Herts Council for their action.
b) Diesel on road – Fiddlers Brook – reported to East Herts Council for their action.
32) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA
a) Proposal to request a 20mph speed limit through Eastwick.
33) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Date of next meeting – Monday 14th September 2020
b) Apologies for this this meeting given by Cllr Baxter & Cllr Wightwick.

Meeting closed at 10.05pm

Appendix  - Item 3
Highways Update: 13.07.2020  -  Author: Cllr Rob Wightwick
1. Gilston Lane – 
· Generally good condition – Signs of recent repairs. 
· Some breaking up of road surface opposite St Mary’s Church. To be reported to HCC.
· Blocked gulley at entrance from C161 (bottom of dip). To be reported to HCC
· Boundary fences damaged by recent tree works. To be reported to landowners
· Highways retaining wall, partially collapsed into Fiddlers Brook. Responsible parties to be established. 

2. Golden Brook
· Small pothole before ‘s’ bend section. 
· Concern with volume of gravel and loose materials on road surface. Significant reduction in grip, posing hazard to motor vehicles and cyclists. To be report to HCC

3. Pye Corner / C161
· Generally good condition – 
· Fiddlers Brook path – Severely overgrown. To be reported to HCC. Fence post broken and now pushing barbed wire into pathway. 

4. Eastwick Road
· Pothole on RH as approaching A414. To be reported to HCC.
· Footpath from Eastwick Road to Eastwick Lodge, severely overgrown. Footpath clearance required. Hedges overgrown

5. Eastwick Hall Lane
· Pothole on LH on entry from A414. To be reported to HCC
· Road surface breaking up / pothole RH side travelling north, approx. 100m from top of lane. To be reported to HCC
· Road surface breaking up on corner at top of lane near Cockrobin Lane. To be reported to HCC

6. Roseley Cottages
· Pothole at junction with Eastwick Road – To be reported to HCC

7. Burnt Mill Lane
· Two potholes at bottom of hill near Terlings Park pedestrian entrances. To be reported to HCC
· Awaiting clearance of Knotweed (growth still visible) to enable the completion of the S278 Burnt Mill Lane Works. Discussion ongoing with HCC

8. Terlings Park
· All roads in good condition
· S38 road adoption completed for following roads
i. Terlings Avenue (from Eastwick Road to western corner) 
ii. Terlings Avenue (from Turvin Crescent to Johnson Street)
iii. Bowlby Hill 
iv. Hankin Road

· Road Adoptions still outstanding – Request update from HCC
i. Hodgeson Way
ii. Turvin Crescent
iii. Terlings Avenue (from western corner to Turvin Crescent 

· Parking – Nuisance Parking regularly reported by Terlings Park residents. Discuss possibility of introducing parking controls with HCC. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Appendix 4 – item 29 - PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
What are the problems we are looking to solve? 
· To become a true “Community” resource by supporting (in alphabetic order):
· Parish Council 
· Parochial Church Council 
· Village Hall
· Others….
· Parish Council 
· To be a reference library for i) PC meeting minutes ii) council documents iii) consultation responses
·  To capture feedback and responses from residents
· Parochial Church Council [?]
· Calendar of events
· Contact form
· Etc.
· Village Hall [?]
· On-line booking system
· Calendar of hall bookings
· Consultations (for potential new activities, etc)
· Contact form
· Etc.
· Other Community Groups, e.g. Mum & Toddler, etc
· Give people current news quickly and directly
· To promote local events
· Inclusion of residents who do not have online / internet access

Possible solutions – to be assessed
· A tweaked eastwickandgilston.org.uk website, which is mobile friendly, with all dead links etc. removed and slightly stripped down, to improve visibility of Community “topics”, such as the Village Hall and PCC etc.
· A (more) searchable digital reference library if possible
· A tinyletter.com mailing list to email residents directly with regular (Weekly? Monthly? Newsletters plus ad hoc notices) - an improved database of all residents
· Increased use of WhatsApp and Facebook
· Greater use of contact form(s) to capture residents' comments and feedback
· The newsletter (and its integration with WhatsApp and Facebook) might be the key for what we want to achieve (containing links to the .org.uk website, which is actually very good).

We agreed to progress with further meetings under separate headings – which could be grouped
· What do other Communities do?
· Communication methods and facilities used by other parish councils?
· Magazines
· Online
· How do they capture and manage residents contact details? 
· Capturing and maintaining residents contact details:
· Assess methods for capturing residents contact details e.g. subscription model v requesting details directly
· Contacts managed / maintained as cascade groups v centralised?
· Resources needed to support models.
· GDPR
· Review existing website functionality:
· Can it meet our reference library requirements?
· Other opportunities – see schedule of functions
· Assess communication channels available
· Parish Magazine
· Facebook
· Website
· Email – mailchimp https://mailchimp.com/  Tinyletter https://tinyletter.com/ 
· WhatsApp
· Parish Magazine - review
· Content - commissioned articles, local events calendar, directory of local services etc Advertising – local service providers, small ads?
· Published monthly or quarterly?
· Colour printed?
· Production costs v alternative channels
· Resources to support parish communications
· Communication 
· channels
· Skills needed
· Costs
· Resources – must be commercially available, we do not want to be dependent on one supplier
· Editorial Team

Notes:
· Need to include potential stakeholders such as the PCC and Village Hall Management Committee. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Appendix 5 – PCSO Leon De Bruyn – Report.

I will not be attending the PC meeting on 13th July due to operational requirements, but I have looked over the crime statistics for the time period:
1st June to 9th July 2020.

There is only one:
Burglary – Eastwick Hall Lane – Suspects have entered the property and 2 outbuildings were broken into and items removed from within. Suspects have made off in an unknown direction and by means unknown.

Local police priorities have been set for next 3 months in the East Herts Rural area using the feedback from the Echo communication platform open to all communities in East Herts.
One highlighted area was speeding, which has resulted in additional speed gun training for officers and focus on hotspot area’s for speeding throughout the rural area’s.

I hope this is ok.
Hopefully I will be in a position to attend the next meeting.

Many thanks – Leon

		++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

County councillor report July 2020 (as of 7th July)

Hertfordshire Libraries has launched a new “Ready Reads” lending service.
Ready Reads will be rolling out across 10 sites from Monday 6 July, the service will allow users to collect a pre-selected book pack to read at home. 
Customers will be notified when their books are ready for collection from the door or lobby of the library while observing social distancing guidelines. All returned items will be placed in quarantine for 72 hours before going back into circulation. 
The Ready Read Service will be introduced at Watford Central, Welwyn Garden City and Stevenage libraries initially. These will be closely followed by Hemel Hempstead, St. Albans, Bishops Stortford, Rickmansworth, Royston, Hoddesdon and Borehamwood libraries. The service will be extended to Harpenden, Hatfield and other libraries across the county once safety measures are in place, details will be regularly updated on the Hertfordshire Libraries pages at https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/libraries-and-archives.aspx 
The Library Service is actively working to allow customers into some buildings during July for limited browsing and self-service. The county council will continue to monitor the Covid-19 alert level which will determine when we can introduce more services for customers. 
Ready Reads will work by customers completing an online form, picking from a number of pre-selected book packs, and the library from which they would like to collect their pack.  Customers who do not have online access can ring our customers services staff who will complete the form for them
Library staff will inform customers when their pack is ready to collect (collections must take place within seven days. Customers will need their library card or another form of ID – and a bag! Returned packs will need to be placed in a specified area – and all returned items will be quarantined for at least 72 hours before going back into circulation. 
Unfortunately we are still unable to take requests for specific books at this time.
County Minerals Plan
The Forward Plan now indicates that the proposed plan will go to Cabinet and Council in October ahead of submission to the Minerals Planning Inspector. A public consultation will then be held in the new year and the Examination in Public could be held later in 2021.  The promoters Tarmac held a couple of briefings for Stanstead Abbotts and Hunsdon Parish councillors last month. 
· Council tax debt
More than 1.3 million households are likely to have built up council tax arrears during the coronavirus pandemic, according to Citizens Advice research. The debt charity is calling on the Government to implement measures that could protect people from spiralling into debt problems. It follows new legislation implemented last week which will remove the ban on physical bailiff visits from 23 August. The LGA estimates that more than £500 million of council tax debt has gone unpaid during the pandemic.
· Pandemic ‘delaying 300,000 homes’
Research from Shelter predicts more than 300,000 planned new homes may remain unbuilt over the next five years as a result of the coronavirus crisis. It estimates 85,000 will be lost this financial year.
· Devolution white paper
In a recent response to a Written Question, the Local Government Minister Simon Clarke MP confirmed that a Devolution White Paper will be published in the autumn and indicated that it will include plans for more mayors and unitary councils.

West Essex and Hertfordshire CCGs (Clinical Commissioning Groups) - senior appointments update 

Dr Jane Halpin appointed as Joint Chief Executive, West Essex and Hertfordshire CCGs and the Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care System has started the process of establishing a single CCG executive team. 
I am writing to update you about that process. Last week, interviews were held for these posts: 
I am pleased to be able to inform you that the substantive Managing Directors for each CCG are Peter Wightman (West Essex CCG), Sharn Elton (East and North Hertfordshire CCG) and David Evans (Herts Valleys CCG). All three have already taken up their posts.
 
Alan Pond from East and North Hertfordshire CCG has been appointed as the new Chief Finance Officer and Jane Kinniburgh from West Essex CCG has been appointed as the new Director of Nursing and Quality. They will take up their new positions from 1 August 2020. 

Stay Safe Hertfordshire 
A campaign to support the safe re-opening of Hertfordshire’s high streets 
As you may be aware, Hertfordshire County Council is working with district and borough councils and other organisations across the county to launch a new ‘Stay Safe Hertfordshire’ campaign, which supports the safe re-opening of Hertfordshire’s town centres.
As part of the campaign, Hertfordshire’s Behaviour Change Unit has developed a toolkit for businesses to provide advice and resources that will help them re-open their premises safely. The toolkit for businesses is available to view and download here. The toolkit includes a suite of posters that can be displayed in the premises to encourage social distancing and other behaviours that will help to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
You may have already seen the changes to road layouts in town centres, which have been put in place to allow for safer social distancing for pedestrians and to make it easier for active travel. We have written to affected businesses and residents about these changes.  Feedback can be reported via this online form.
You will soon see signage displayed across the county, urging people to stay socially distanced, follow signs and markers, be patient and considerate towards one another and shop locally. The campaign will also continue to remind people to wash their hands and cough/sneeze into a tissue and throw it away, as these measures remain vital in preventing the spread of Covid-19. If you would like to download any of the signage, posters or our social media graphics for your own use to help us amplify this campaign, please visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/staysafetoolkit 

The mental health effects of the first two months of lockdown
The Institute of Fiscal Studies published a report on the impact of coronavirus on our mental health. The report finds that mental health in the UK worsened substantially as a result of COVID-19, particularly for young adults and women. The LGA has responded saying that councils are doing everything in their power to promote the mental health and wellbeing of our communities, helping people stay connected and providing safe access to parks and open spaces.

Hertfordshire Crowdfunding webpage launched to help local charities and businesses 
Hertfordshire County Council has joined with partners to launch a new Hertfordshire wide crowdfunding platform this week giving local groups and organisations an opportunity to secure funds in a new way.  
Crowdfunding is a digital method of raising finance by asking a large number of people to each give a small amount of money. Organisations and individuals can add their projects onto a crowdfunding webpage and use social media and their networks to build support and enthusiasm for their ideas, amassing pledges from the community, public and private organisations to achieve their funding target.
Crowdfund Hertfordshire has been set up specifically for the county to provide applicants with access to local funding, including the Hertfordshire County Council’s Community Innovation Fund and Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership’s Small Business Innovation Fund. It is hoped that some district and borough councils will also add funds later this year.
This new fund is being managed by Hertfordshire Community Foundation (HCF), a local grant making charity. HCF has been successfully managing over 100 local funds on behalf of local businesses and families, including Hertfordshire County Council’s Community Innovation Fund for many years. HCF sees crowdfunding as a natural extension to the support it currently provides to the local voluntary sector.
For more information on the funds and how to apply, please visit the Crowdfund Hertfordshire page, www.crowdfunder.co.uk/programmes/crowdfund-hertfordshire 
For information about HCC Community Innovation Fund, which aims to support community projects for adults in Hertfordshire with grants of up to £5,000, organisations can check funding criteria and start crowdfunding for their project at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/funds/community-innovation-fund 
For information about Hertfordshire LEP Small Business Innovation Fund, which aims to provide support of up to £5,000 to micro and small businesses in the tourism, leisure, hospitality, retail, arts and cultural sectors, organisations can check funding criteria and start crowdfunding for their project at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/funds/small-business-innovation-fund 
YC Hertfordshire Services for Young People restarts Targeted Detached Youth Work
From the first week in June Youth Workers from YC Hertfordshire will be restarting detached youth work on the streets and in parks.
The purpose of the work is to engage with those young people at risk, and in particular the situations below below – and that are not already being worked with through YC Hertfordshire online youth projects or one to one support.

· involvement in crime including ASB
· criminal exploitation
· not engaging in education, employment or training 
· poor mental / physical health / emotional wellbeing
· social isolation / low confidence / self-esteem

Youth Workers will also use the opportunity of meeting young people to remind them of the importance of social distancing and hand washing. 
Staff will be following a strict policy and risk assessment to minimise risk to themselves, young people and members of the public. 
Teams will operate across the county and as always will work closely with colleagues in the police and district / borough councils to identify need.

Many older people fall victim to elder abuse
Everyone has a right to feel safe, free from abuse and neglect. Whilst most people are able to do this, nearly half a million people aged over 65 will experience some form of abuse or neglect.
June 15 marked World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD), it’s an opportunity to talk about this issue, to help people to spot the signs of abuse and explain how they can report it in confidence.
Older people can fall victim of abuse in many ways, both men and women can be at risk of being abused, and this can happen anywhere. Older people can be targeted because of a number of factors. Sometimes isolation, care needs and being more trusting can lead to abuse or neglect often by those close to older person. 
Abuse can happen in many ways, the more common types of abuse older people can suffer include physical, psychological, financial and neglect. Often these are also crimes. Abuse or neglect can happen anywhere including someone’s home or that of their carer, a day centre, a residential or nursing home, or a hospital. 
Often, those who abuse older people are exploiting a relationship. They may be someone the victim trusts, this may be because of a family relationship, a friendship, a carer that may be paid or unpaid or someone that is in a position of trust. 
Abuse is not always intentional. It can be because someone lacks the skills or support to properly and safely care for another person. Reporting abuse can trigger help with that.
Safeguarding is everyone’s business, if you see something, say something! 
Follow @HertsSab on Twitter and @hertscountycouncil on Facebook to find out more about WEAAD and join the conversation. 
For more information about adult safeguarding visit the HSAB website at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hscb
You can report a safeguarding concern at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/adults or call 0300 123 40 42. In an emergency always call 999.  
For support and advice for older people, visit www.ageuk.org.uk/hertfordshire or call 0300 345 3446. 

East Herts Council

Car Parks. Following our decision to suspend parking charges at the end of March, parking charges were  reintroduced from 29 June 2020.

Arts and Leisure Hertford Theatre may open in a limited way for Cinema during July. 

Parks and Play areas  Parks  are open but play areas will be open from early July

Waste Services   waste collections are currently continuing as normal. Please continue to ensure that your bin is at the property boundary by 7am on your normal collection date. If you think that your bin has been missed please report it and leave the bin at your property boundary. 
Our bulky waste collection service is still available and you can book a collection now. 
Our grounds maintenance contractor will continue to keep the district green, if affected by reduced workforce they will prioritise work. 
Any changes to services will be published on our website or via our social media channels.
Planning applications  We are continuing  to process planning applications and are making appropriate adjustments. There may be some delay and disruption to service delivery and timescales but we are working to keep this to a minimum. Duty planning is being provided on the telephone on 01279 655261 and by email planning@eastherts.gov.uk. 
Small business Grants We have given out over £18m in reliefs and over £27m in grants to local businesses since restrictions were put in place, but to keep our high streets vibrant we want to encourage people to ‘shop local’ where possible. We have been working with local business representatives, the police, the county council and town councils, and will continue to work in partnership as more businesses are allowed to open over the coming months.

Hertfordshire County Council has received lots of feedback on the safety measures introduced in town centres across the county, which they are taking on board. The full details of the changes to the town centres is on the HCC website, and if you have been affected by them and would like to share your feedback, you can do so by completing this form.

