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EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Parish Council meeting of Monday 9th May 2022 at 8.00pm,  Village Hall, Pye Corner

PRESENT: Cllr Beazley, Bryant, Harvey, Jones
In attendance: Christine Law (Parish Clerk), Eric Buckmaster (District & County Councillor), 1 member of the public.

ANNUAL MEETING STARTED AT 8.00PM

This is the first meeting of the new Council.

AGENDA

1) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
a)  Cllr Orson and Cllr Wightwick.
b) Also from Cllr Sabrina Ahmed as she has just resigned from the council.
(post meeting note : the Clerk will now have to inform East Herts of this for them to officially give notice of the vacancy and if they have not heard from any resident by the 1st June on requiring an election for the post the Parish Council will then be able to fill the post by co-option.)Notices have been placed on the Gilston notice boards and on the parish web site.

2)  OUTGOING CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021-22 
Cllr Orson gave his annual report.  The full report can be found in the council’s annual report and parish web site. (appendix 1). Proposed by Cllr Harvey and seconded by Cllr Beazley.

3) Election of Chairman -   Cllr Mark Orson was proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Jones. Cllr Orson was not present at this meeting but the Clerk has his written acceptance of the post.

4) To receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office from the Chairman – As Cllr Orson not present at this meeting the declaration of acceptance of office will be signed by him at our July meeting.

5) Election of Vice Chairman – Cllr Janine Bryant was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Beazley.  Cllr Bryant accepted the post.

6) 2021-2022 ACCOUNTS 
a) Cllr Bryant presented the 2021-22 Receipt and Payment accounts (Appendix 2). This was proposed by Cllr Harvey and seconded by Cllr Jones and accepted by full council. 
b) Annual Governance Statement 2021/2022. This was proposed by Cllr Harvey and seconded by Cllr Beazley and accepted by full council.(Appendix 3).
c) Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022.  This was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Harvey and accepted by full council. (Appendix 4).


Meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Appendix 1
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021/22

The purpose of this report is to give a summary of what the Parish Council has been doing during the last year and to comment on the major issues that we are facing as a parish. There is more information available on our community website at www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk and our Neighbourhood Plan website at www.hegnp.org.uk.   

During the year, the Parish Council has held six Parish Council meetings and an Annual Parish meeting.  Individual Parish Councillors took the following responsibilities.
Mark Orson – Chairman - EHC Gilston Steering Group representative, Neighbourhood Plan Group representative 
Janine Bryant – Vice Chair - Neighbourhood Plan Group representative and Village Hall Management Committee representative
Sabrina Ahmed [Sabrina was co-opted as Parish Councillor at our July 2021 meeting]
Lucille Beazley 
Linda Harvey
Jim Jones - Parish Paths
Rob Wightwick - Highways
Christine Law – Parish Clerk

District Plan and Neighbourhood Plan
The District Plan that shapes the future of East Herts to 2033 see www.eastherts.gov.uk/districtplan was adopted in September 2018. The District Plan Policies GA1 and GA2 for the Gilston Area allow removal of a large section of Metropolitan Green Belt, the building of approximately 3,000 dwellings and associated infrastructure during the plan period to 2033 with the potential for a further 7,000 dwellings to follow. 

The Parish Council has channelled our engagement with East Herts Council (EHC), Places for People (PfP), the primary landowner for Villages 1-6 and Taylor Wimpey [TW] who are now the landowners of Village 7, through the Hunsdon and Eastwick & Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group (HEGNP) chaired by Anthony Bickmore. Anthony makes an annual report to the Parish Council that will be published in the Parish Magazine, the community website www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk and the HEGNP website www.hegnp.org.uk.  

For the latest information and reference documents please see the HEGNP website at www.hegnp.org.uk.. This includes all HEGNP group meeting minutes, Gilston Area workshops meeting minutes, Gilston Steering Group meeting minutes, and representations to EHC on District Plan Consultations. 
Our Neighbourhood Plan was adopted on the 28 July 2021, you can download and read the Gilston Area Neighbourhood Plan in full and consult the full evidence base at www.hegnp.org.uk. Since adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan the HEGNP has focussed its attention and efforts to ensuring that the policies and principles of the plan are put into practice and are not simply filed away by EHC, PfP and TW.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has continued to be active organising presentations for residents on several planning applications and consultations and making formal responses on behalf of residents that have been endorsed by the Parish Council as sponsor and can be seen at www.hegnp.org.uk:
· The Outline Application – Villages 1-6 (3/19/1045/OUT) - This application from Places for People seeks to secure the basic agreements for 6 out of the 7 villages planned to be built North of the Stort Valley and the A414 Gilston and comprises up to 8,500 residential homes and facilities.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has expressed its overall objection to the outline planning application for the 6 new villages. It later maintained its objection to the revised application.
· The Outline Application – Village 7 (3/19/2124/OUT) - This application from Taylor Wimpey seeks to secure the basic agreements for Village 7, to be built on land off Church Lane and the A414 in Hunsdon and Eastwick, Hertfordshire and comprises up to 1,500 residential homes and facilities.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has expressed its overall objection to this outline planning application for Village 7. It later maintained its objection to the revised application.
These two Outline Applications are still subject to discussion between the applicants and EHC, with many important aspects of such significant applications still lacking clarity / substance.  We do not know when they will be put to the EHC Development Management Committee (DMC) for determination but expect this to happen late summer 2022 at the earliest.
· Central Stort Crossing (3/19/1046/FUL) - The application from Places for People aims to widen the existing access and road/rail bridge into Harlow from the Eastwick roundabout and proposes a high-level bridge for pedestrians and cyclists.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has expressed its overall objection to both detailed applications for the Central Crossing of Stort Valley as currently submitted. It later maintained its objection to the revised application.
· The Eastern Crossing (3/19/1051/FUL) - The application from Places for People seeks to reroute the A414 from Harlow through the middle of Gilston between Pye Corner and Terlings Park into Harlow with a new bridge over the River Stort. It makes Pye Corner a cul-de-sac.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has expressed its overall objection to both detailed applications for the Eastern Crossings of the Stort Valley as currently submitted. It later maintained its objection to the revised application
This application provides a clear benefit for residents of Pye Corner as it removes the high traffic volumes however the new scheme will create a new road without weight restriction and with the potential for expansion to a dual carriageway later through the centre of Gilston dividing Pye Corner from Terlings Park. There will be a significant impact on both areas and to the Stort Valley.
· Listed Building Works – 3/19/1049/LBC - This application from Places for People seeks listed building works to Fiddlers Brook Bridge as part of the broader transport planning applications.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has expressed its overall objection to both the applications for the Eastern Crossings of the Stort Valley as currently submitted. It later maintained its objection to the revised application.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Anthony and the HEGNP team for their hard work and diligence. They are all unpaid and contribute massive amounts of time. 
I must also report that despite the HEGNP’s representations and objections to the Central Stort Crossing and Eastern Stort Crossing detailed applications both were approved by the East Herts Development Management Committee [DMC] on 22 February. I spoke at the DMC to the Eastern Crossing application and Cllr Frank O’Shea vice chair of Hunsdon Parish Council spoke to the Central Stort Crossing application. 
We were allowed a total of eight minutes speaking time per application that had to be shared between the number that wanted to speak.  Fortunately, we were able to agree with other Parish Councils that we should have the full allowance and any additional points they wanted to make would be covered by our District Councillor. Unfortunately, other categories of speakers did have to share the time allocation that left some with only two minutes to make their points The officers were allowed unlimited time to make their presentations. There was no discussion on: 
· the effectiveness (or not) of the sustainable transport strategy.
· the lack of any options analysis.
· why a decision for the Eastern Stort Crossing was needed now when the trigger point is not likely to be reached until 2030.
· the impacts of building a northern bypass to Harlow that is not required for the Gilston Area but is a strategic highway through the middle of an existing community. 
· the vast number of missing details and environmental impacts which have been played down or deferred to detailed design and officers with no public scrutiny.
Committee members did not challenge officers’ assertions in response to many of the questions that “we [EHC Officers] have decided that on balance the benefits outweigh the harm”.
We left the DMC meeting feeling that our statements had not been listened to and our detailed submission in response to the officers’ reports, which had been hand delivered to all members of the DMC several days prior to the Committee meeting, had not been read. Our Neighbourhood Plan and its policies had been paid lip service and residents had been let down badly.
At the time of writing the HEGNP and Parish Councils are taking stock of this apparent lack of democracy in the planning process and the reality of our government’s stated policy of supporting localism. We have a meeting scheduled with Linda Haysey Leader of EHC and Naisha Polaine director of the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town Board to make these points and to review the terms of reference and ways of working of the Gilston Area Steering Group. We are having a similar conversation scheduled with July Marson our MP.
Planning
The major planning issues affecting our area are addressed by our Neighbourhood Plan, please see the HEGNP website www.hegnp.org.uk and Anthony Bickmore’s Chairman’s Report for a full update on the status and issues.

East Herts Council (EHC) is our Local Planning Authority [LPA] that determines planning applications according to their interpretation of the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] and both the District Plan and Neighbourhood Plan policies. The parish council is a consultee on all planning applications within our parishes as are neighbours to any applications that are made.  EHC Planning should take consultees views into account but as the LPA it is the decision maker that will determine the application. If your application is refused or you do not agree with the conditions of the approval, and you cannot come to agreement to modify your plans you have the right to appeal to the Planning Inspectorate that will review the application and reach its own conclusion. 

Since the current District Plan was adopted in September 2018 and a large section of Green Belt was removed to allow development in the Gilston Area [District Plan Policies GA1 and GA2] some areas in the parishes have remained Green Belt whereas other areas have been redesignated Rural Areas Beyond the Green Belt. Different rules are now applied in determination of applications in these two designations and have resulted in what the parish council believe are unfair outcomes for some residents. It has appeared to us that the reason for refusal of applications as “inappropriate development in the green belt and additional harm would result from loss of openness” has been used too frequently without, in our view, reasonable justification given that our Local Council, EHC, chose to remove what we believe is the largest area of Green Belt in the country.

We have raised our concerns directly with EHC Planning and after escalating to the Chief Executive and Leader of the Council managed to arrange a Zoom meeting with the Head of Service. We explained that we support control of development in the Green Belt but find that a very black and white interpretation of principles is being used where perhaps common sense and some discretion could be applied. We were also concerned that policy is being applied inconsistently and it is difficult for residents to understand the criteria that are being used to reach conclusions. We suggested that proactive guidance from Planning Officers at pre-application would be beneficial. The Head of Service did not agree with our assertion that policies were applied inconsistently but did agree to make the point to Planning case officers that common sense and some discretion could be applied. It was also accepted that Planning should be proactive and improve accessibility to case officers and communication with applicants but that increased demand on the service and lack of resource made this difficult. 

So far, we have not seen any evidence of change in Planning decision making or overall performance of the service. This extends to Planning Enforcement where, in our experience, it is difficult to obtain any feedback on progress despite frequent chasing and follow up.

In our opinion, the overall performance, responsiveness, and application of planning policy by EHC Planning is far from satisfactory and we will continue to raise these issues with officers and the political leadership at East Herts Council.

Fly Tipping
As a rural area we have many unmonitored and relatively secluded spaces in the parish that provide opportunities for fly tipping to take place. We have had a quiet period for fly tipping but within the last few weeks several new incidents have occurred

If you are aware of a new incident, it is particularly important for the East Herts Council Enforcement and Inspection Team to be informed before rubbish is cleared so that investigation can be made to identify any possible clues as to the source of the rubbish that has been tipped.

Full guidance on what to do / how to report fly tipping is published in the Parish Magazine and the community website www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk.

Defibrillator
Unfortunately, there has been no progress during the last year installing additional defibrillators around our parishes, but, as a reminder, we have two defibrillators already available located at:
· The Village Hall Pye Corner Gilston  
· The Lion Pub Eastwick, located in the pub courtyard, with the kind permission of McMullen Breweries.   
Anyone can use this lifesaving equipment. Administering CPR and the defibrillator is the most powerful combination in saving life and the earlier it is applied the better the chance is of a person surviving cardiac arrest - for every minute that passes without defibrillation the chances of survival diminish by 10%.
We will continue exploring possibilities for installation of additional defibrillators at other locations within our parishes, for example within Terlings Park.
Highways
We continue to work closely with Highways to ensure that Highway’s maintenance activities are carried out effectively and meet our local needs.  As with all local services Highways work is governed by budget and availability of resources and getting work carried out in a timely manner can sometimes be a struggle.  A status report on all current Highways issues is made at each parish council meeting and published in our parish magazine and community website.

It is important that potholes and other damage to our local roads are reported as soon as possible.  There is an easy to use pro-forma at hertfordshire.gov.uk
Report a street light or pothole | Hertfordshire County Council. Please also inform Christine Law so that the Parish Council can include this information in the Highways issue status report that we use for overall monitoring and review with Highways.

Parish Paths
The parish footpath network is a real asset, and I would encourage anyone who hasn’t walked them to try and find the time as it will give you another perspective on our local area.  Copies of the parish paths brochure/map are available from St Mary’s Church porch or Christine Law; our Parish Clerk. You will also find several display maps of the footpath network located around the parishes including both the Eastwick and Gilston War Memorial sites.

If you are aware of any parts of our footpath network that need maintenance including overgrown vegetation or fallen trees, please inform Christine Law our parish clerk and we will follow up with HCC Countryside & Rights of Way. 

Barn Owls
Back in 2012 we were awarded a grant from the Big Lottery Fund to provide a number of Barn Owl nesting boxes to encourage Barn Owls to live and breed in this area. The nesting boxes were installed by a mix of local and existing volunteers under the guidance of the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust. Four of the original boxes needed to be replaced and over the winter period this work was carried out by local volunteers. We are in contact with the Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust to confirm that the new boxes have been installed and are included in the Trust’s annual monitoring programme. 

Post Covid Celebration
On the 1st of August we organised a post covid celebration for residents of Eastwick & Gilston to mark the end of covid lockdown restrictions. Events were based in Eastwick - the entrance to Eastwick Hall Lane was blocked off at the A414 for the day and stalls / entertainments / food vendors were set out in the area facing the war memorial and field accessed from the lane. A flower festival was held at St Botolph Church together with a children’s best superhero outfit competition and a dog show that proved to be a very popular. Many thanks to the volunteers who made this day a great success.  Proceeds were donated to St Clare’s Hospice and toward upkeep of the church.


Parish Precept
You will have recently received the booklet from East Herts Council outlining your Council Tax payments for 2022/23. Part of the Council Tax is made up of the Parish Precept which is set by the Parish Council to cover small running costs and a number of initiatives we undertake. The amount attaching to your Council Tax for the parish is a function of what we spend and the number of properties and their valuation bands in the area.

We have maintained our parish precept at the same level as for 2020/21. If you have views on how we should spend our money and if we should spend more or less, then let one of the Parish Councillors know or attend a Parish Council meeting. We are always keen to hear views and enjoy the interaction with members of the public at the meetings – all are welcome.

Parish Reserve Funds
The Parish Council has over £220k in reserves that have accrued from the government’s New Homes Bonus scheme and are intended for discretionary spending for the benefit of our community. These funds have been earning interest in a high street bank deposit account and as part of our investment strategy we have explored options that would achieve a better rate of return. In the short term we decided to move these funds to a Public Sector Deposit Fund (PSDF) managed by CCLA that provides this facility to many Town and Parish Councils with the option of moving to other CCLA managed funds later. The Parish Council is required to review and approve its investment strategy annually which includes monitoring of investment performance and risk.

Conclusion
Overall, we have had a frustrating year with what feels like little progress for a lot of hard work on planning matters however we have produced an adopted award-winning Neighbourhood Plan, we are represented and have a recognized voice in the various forums that will make planning decisions affecting our parishes which are solid achievements. We are fortunate to have a dedicated and hardworking team of Councillors. They devote a lot of their time for the benefit of the community which is unpaid, and they claim no expenses. Thanks also to Christine Law, our Parish Clerk. 

Mark Orson
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Appendix 2

EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL

SUMMARY OF RECEIPT AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 315T MARCH 2022

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
Precept £12,750.00 General Administration £15,802.70
Interest of Investments — £ 2007 Neighbourhood Plan — £ 7,344.00
Bank payments made on their
Interest of Investment Acc | £  45.13 behalf + vat
New Homes Bonus £0 New Homes Bonus — £ 442443
spend
Advertising — Parish £ 560.00 RUNNING COSTS
Magazine
VAT Refund £2,281.41 ‘War Memorials £ 225.00
Grant — Footpath Signs £1,000.00 Churchyards £ 600.00
Neighbourhood Plan Parish Magazine £ 2,252.00
income from their account | £6,120.00
Donation- Neighbourhood Maintenance — village £ 498.90
Plan £2,000.00 planters
Post Covid Fest £ 879.00 Post Covid Fest
Donations — St Clare’s £ 569.00
G with EPCC £ 260.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS £26,329.61 TOTAL PAYMENTS £32,933.03 J
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY
Balance brought forward £241,073.71
Less Petty Cash owed - 0.00
ADD Total Receipts £ 26,329.61
LESS Total Payments -£32.933.03
Balance carried forward £234,470.29

These cumulative funds are represented by:
Bank Current Account Balance £ 1309.71

B ST

Uncashed Cheques £ 0.00
Bank Reserve Account Balance £ 13,260.58
Investment Account £220,000.00
Cash at bank £234,570.29
SIGNED CHAIRMAN

CLERK/RESPONSIBLE OFFICER — Christine Law

Lo

DATED ‘1(5{'11
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

EASTTuocic A CT WA TOND

TRRASE  Cowwe il

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

that this authority:

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safequarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps lo assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opporiunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authorily.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audit.

responded to matfers brought to its attention by internal and
extornal audit.

8. We considered whether any Iitigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have  financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

‘has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata
meeting of the authority on:

Qbn ey, 2O

and recorded as minute reference:

b (%\x) .

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman S etaSST

/ééL o/

Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
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1. Balances brought
forward

BND GiltaTon

Year ending

129771

31 March

THRALG H Cot dx L L.

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any.
box nk and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)

= & received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
\’)‘j 50 12150 received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
= the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Inciude any
RISH 113630

grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

2938

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

O o
6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
(. book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
L\-b () 7 “ 2 q 4 L*:{) repayments (line 5). :
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 7 L‘_\ T 1 L 223457 0 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 4 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
1L\' \ OjL\' ‘1?3‘—\- S _|0 To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

{3130

tas3g

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only)

(including charitable)

Disclosure note re Trust funds

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

boa?

Date  Q tw \\\u,‘; Ly M B MY

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Gl Nany 2022

as recorded in minute reference:

[5S L"a\;() Vot

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

%\%—‘





