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Parish Council meeting of Monday 14th November 2022 at 8.00pm,   Village Hall, Pye Corner, Gilston.

PRESENT: Cllr Beazley, Bryant, Connolly, Harvey, Jones, Orson, Wightwick, Cllr Eric Buckmaster (November report attached)..
In attendance: The Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1. Corsican Pine at the entrance to Terlings Park – It was asked if there was update from EHC on the demise and felling of the tree by HCC Highways on safety grounds. Cllr Buckmaster advised that EHC are actively progressing this matter and an update would be provided in due course.
2. Concern was raised by a resident that Gilston Lane by the Plume of Feathers was flooding as the drain is blocked.  Cllr Orson informed the meeting that the drain was last cleared by HCC Highways contractors in May, an 18-month cleaning cycle is in place and it not likely to be cleared again by HCC Highways until next year. In the meantime, he periodically clears the drain himself.
BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.30PM

51) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
a) PCSO Leon DeBruyn
52) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
a) Declarations were received from Cllr Wightwick and Cllr Beazley regarding matters Terlings Park matters.
53) CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
a) Sue Connolly was co-opted onto the Parish Council as a new Councillor for Gilston Parish.
54) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) Minutes of the Business Meeting of 3rd October (Appendix 1) were proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Beazley.  Cllr Orson signed as a true record.


55) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks written report to the Council of Accounts summary (appendix 2) was proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Beazley.
b) Clerk’s salary award - salary to be increased in line with the National Salary Award from the 1st of April 2022 and the pay increase due from 1st December 2022.  This was proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey.
c) Budget for 2023-2024 – Cllr Orson presented the proposed 2023-2024 budget to the meeting. it was agreed that for 2023-2024 the precept would continue at £12,750.00.  This was proposed by Cllr Wightwick and seconded by Cllr Jones.
56) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATION  
a) 3/19/1045/OUT. Outline planning permission with all matters reserved apart from external vehicular access for a mixed-use development of up to 8,500 homes for a part of the Gilston Area [Villages 1-6]. Awaiting decision  
b) 3/19/2124/OUT – Outline planning application for development including demolition of existing structures, refurbishment and change of use of existing Grade II listed Brickhouse Farm Barn and structures and erection of a residential led mixed use development  up to 1,500 homes [Village 7] – Awaiting decision.
c) 3/22/0515/FUL – former stables land adjacent to Eastwick Hall Lane, Eastwick. Conversion of stables to create 1. 3 bedroomed dwelling with associated landscaping and parking. Has been granted.
d) 3/22/0856/LBC – The Old Rectory, Gilston. Internal alterations to include removal of staircase, installation of replacement lift, replacements flooring to ground floor porch and hallway, creation of new first floor shower room, block up 2 first floor doors and 1 second floor door, create 1 new door opening to second floor bedroom, install new timber frame walls on first floor and second floor.  Awaiting decision.
e) 3/22/1349/FUL – Land at Gilston Lane triangle opposite Church Cottages, Gilston. Has been refused.
f) 8 Bowlby Hill, Gilston – Loft conversion with a rear dormer, 2 rear rooflight windows and 5 front rooflight windows.  Has been granted.
g) Hertfordshire Draft Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2040. The Parish Council submitted written objections to the plan’s proposed extraction from the Briggens area. Outcome possibly June of next year. Awaiting decision
57) PARISH PATHS
a) Cllr Jones reported to the meeting that he has been in contact with N Maddex and the bridge on E16 has been repaired following the arson attack.
b) Replacement of kissing gates have been requested to improve access for pram and buggy’s, on E9 by the Eastwick War Memorial, the top of the field of E9 and E16 Eastwick Hall Lane and other parts of the footpath network subject to availability of funds.
c) The new Jubilee Circular Walk has finger pointers installed, remainder of disks to be positioned as weather permits.
d) Investigating the creation of a new Parish Rights of Way map highlighting the different “types” of RoWs – footpaths, cycle & bridle ways to encourage outdoor activity and showing the new Jubilee Circular Walk.
58) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) Cllr Bryant presented her report attached to these minutes:
59) HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Wightwick presented his report attached to these minutes:
60) PLACES FOR PEOPLE
a) Email received from Freddie Sandercock of Knight Frank stated:  This is a courtesy email to let you know that Places For People’s arboriculture consultants will be carrying out walk over surveys and tree surgery operations across the Gilston Estate from October 2022 through to Spring 2023. This is part of our client’s Woodland Management Plan and routine safety programme for trees adjacent too public rights of way and highways. If access is required to specific areas we will contact you with details and dates in due course. We do not anticipate the works will be disruptive however should there be any concerns please contact myself or Ross Bowers (07494 862002) who will be the consultant on the ground.
61) NEW HOMES BONUS
a) Aerial Photographs of our villages.  This was discussed and proposed to look at again next year.  Cllr Wightwick is working on a proposed project and costings for our January 2023 meeting.
b) Defibrillator for Gilston Lane.   This has been agreed with the Church of England Diocese to have this placed in the porch of St Mary’s Church.  The defib and the cabinet are waiting for the church to agree on location so it can be fitted.
c) Gazebo – It was agreed by Cllr Jones and Cllr Wightwick they would put together a written proposal for our January 2023 meeting.
62) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Bryant presented her report attached to these minutes:
63) ITEMS REQUESTED TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM LAST MEETING
a) None
64) CORRESPONDENCE
a) None
65) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
a) The next parish council elections will be held on Thursday 4th May 2023. 
66) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA
a) Coronation of King Charles III – Saturday 6th May 2023.
67) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Date of next meeting – Monday 9th January 2023 – Parish Council Business Meeting.
b) Dates for next year are as follows 
Monday 9th January
Monday 13th March – Annual Parish Meeting – followed by Parish Council business  
                                    meeting
Monday 15th May – New Council – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – followed by 
the Parish Council business meeting. Date of this meeting has been changed due to the coronation of the King
Monday 10th July
Monday 11th September
Monday 13th November
Meeting closed at 9.50pm
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
No. 58. Neighbourhood Planning Group Report by Cllr Bryant
· Still no date for the 2 OPAs (Places for People (PfP) & Taylor Wimpey) to be considered by EHC's Development Management Committee (DMC), now unlikely to be before February 2023 DMC meeting.  
· PfP's amended Viability Assessment and EHC’s response (prepared by external consultants) still under discussion / negotiation.  This is likely to result in a revised OPA for Villages 1 – 6 which will require a public consultation.
· Governance / Stewardship draft paper sent to NPG, under confidentiality, for comment.  An amended paper is likely to be subject to public consultation before the end of 2022.  As the Governance & Stewardship paper develops there will need to be in-depth discussion on the future of existing parish councils.
· Section 106 discussions taking place between EHC and the developers but NPG still not given sight of draft Heads of Terms or opportunity to contribute / influence despite many requests to see it.    No change
· PfP's Strategic Landscape Master Planning and Village 1 Master Planning still on hold.  PfP tell us they are focusing on Section 106 negotiations.    No change
· Harlow & Gilston Garden Town’s “Quality of Life” survey closed.  HGGT judge the survey to have been a success – 5,500 visits to the website and 833 responses received from population of more than 93,300!  Analysis and report to HGGT expected Dec 2022 with community feedback Spring 2023 sometime.
· The East Herts' Gilston Area Development Forum (GADF) met mid October.  Unfortunately, whilst a project plan has finally been produced it is extremely light on detail.  NPG reminded the group of our significant concern that PfP’s amended Viability Assessment proposes the Eastern Crossing be deferred until 3,500 dwellings occupied.  We are waiting to hear PfP’s mitigation plans to minimise disruptive impact on Pye Corner and all residents of Gilston & Eastwick.  
· NPG members met with Taylor Wimpey regarding Village 7’s OPA.  The OPA is undergoing a few amendments / revisions which will be subject to a public consultation, possibly late 2022.
· For information – Linda Haysey, current leader of East Herts Council will NOT be standing for re-election in May 2023

No. 62 VILLAGE HALL REPORT FROM CLLR BRYANT.
a. Pleased to report the Gilston & Eastwick Village Hall has been reinstated as a Charity.  Charity reference 302368
b. Following the Parish Council’s generous offer to provide financial support if the VH Management Committee decided to open the hall as a “Warm Space” it was agreed at the October meeting to open up, times & days not yet agreed, during January and February 2023.  Rota of volunteers being prepared.
c. Hertfordshire County Council has grants available to organisations offering “Warm Spaces”.  When a timetable has been agreed we will submit an application to HertsCC.
d. Potential improvements to the hall still being collated.  A table of desirable projects along with estimated costs is being prepared.  The list of potential projects will then be evaluated, alongside the hall accounts, to help prioritise and move forward.
e. The most significant change is the resignation of our excellent Bookings Officer, Amy Abblitt, who is moving out of the village.  An advert has been published in the various WhatsApp groups, on the Parish website and will be in the Parish Magazine.
f. Agreed to keep car park fees unchanged for 2023 / 24
g. Large advert promoting the Village Hall on cover of latest Parish Magazine
h. Annual General Meeting of the Gilston & Eastwick Village Hall Management Committee is Wednesday 22nd February 2023, starting at 7:00pm


E Buckmaster report for Nov 2022 
An operation was held across various locations in Hertfordshire on Wednesday (26 October) to target criminals using the road network.
Op Agrarian saw officers join forces with representatives from partner agencies including local councils, Trading Standards, the Environment Agency, Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency and His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC).
Commercial vehicles were stopped and examined in East Herts, Broxbourne, North Herts, Stevenage and Hertsmere to ensure they were in a road worthy condition and had the correct licenses to operate.
During the day:
•	Almost 170 vehicles were stopped
•	15 waste licence offences were identified
•	15 vehicles were prohibited from being used until they were made road worthy
•	19 Traffic Offence Reports (TOR)* were issued
•	Three vehicles were seized for having no licence/insurance
•	One person dealt with for a drug offence
* A TOR can be issued by police for a minor road traffic offence and can lead to drivers receiving a fine, points on their licence or a court summons.
Hertfordshire reuse shops are full of planet friendly bargains
Hertfordshire County Council’s network of reuse shops are a prime destination for those looking to find high-quality pre-owned goods at low prices. 
As the cost-of-living increases, the reuse shops provide an opportunity for residents to purchase typically more expensive items at very reasonable prices.
The items sold at the reuse shops are either dropped off directly by residents or diverted from the waste bins at one of the council’s 16 recycling centres. Friendly site staff are on hand to help visitors recycle materials correctly or where appropriate direct them to use the reuse drop-off points.
An item can be reused if it’s still in good condition and it’s likely that other people would want to buy it and use it. Before being displayed in the shops, items are checked to ensure they are good enough quality to sell. The kinds of items available include furniture, toys, boardgames, sports equipment, bicycles, tableware, and lots more. 
The reuse shops have recently started selling small electrical appliances including games consoles, televisions, and power tools which are all electrically tested on site to ensure they are safe to use.  
Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for The Environment at Hertfordshire County Council said:
“As household budgets are getting stretched, we are really keen to ensure that as many people as possible use our reuse shops to give good quality, low-cost items a new home and reduce the amount of unnecessary waste in our county”
The county council currently has three purpose-built reuse shops at the Harpenden, Ware and Waterdale recycling centres, with a smaller pop-up shop at the Stevenage recycling centre. More information about the shops, including what items they will accept, and their opening hours is available at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/reuse.
Hertfordshire County Council unanimously agrees motion around the current financial challenge
Hertfordshire County Council unanimously agrees motion around the current financial challenge: County Hall 2022 1200x675-2
At the Full Meeting of Hertfordshire County Council, held at County Hall on Tuesday 18 October 2022, a motion was moved by the Leader of the Council, Councillor Richard Roberts in relation to the financial challenge being faced by the authority.
Speaking after the meeting, Councillor Roberts re-iterated his commitment to doing everything that it takes to prudently manage the finances of the county council in the face of increasing inflation while also protecting services for those most in need.
A commitment has also been made as part of the motion to maintain the county council’s £17 million cost of living support programme.
Councillor Richard Roberts said: “While the outlook for future years remains uncertain, we are committed to plan for the worst whilst delivering the best.  We will maintain services to vulnerable residents and will move heaven and earth to ensure that the council continues to provide the right support, services and advice to our residents as they too seek to balance their budgets.”
Hertfordshire’s New Business Waste Service is Now Open: Hertfordshire County Council has recently opened its first Business Waste Service. Located at Ware Recycling Centre, the service is designed to allow small and medium sized businesses, (SMEs), the opportunity to dispose of waste generated from their trade activities in a transparent and compliant way.
Waste including wood, hardcore, green garden and plasterboard, can be disposed of at competitive prices. Some items, such as cardboard and scrap metal, can be disposed of for free. All bookings are subject to a £4.99 weighbridge charge.
Bookings can be made online and there is no need to set up an account. Payment can be made by debit or credit card, as well as Google Pay and Apple Pay, with the Business Waste Service open Monday to Friday, 10am to 5.30pm. Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for Environment, Hertfordshire County Council, said: “We are delighted that our first Business Waste Service is now open, offering local businesses the opportunity to dispose of waste in a compliant and affordable way. This is a key infrastructure development, one which supports businesses with how they recycle their waste, providing them with a service that actively meets their needs. Our new Welwyn Garden City Recycling Centre, which is due to open in spring 2023, will provide an equivalent facility, ensuring more businesses across the county will have access to this vital service.”
The commercial waste service can also be used by residents who have too much construction, demolition and excavation waste. Paying for the excess material could mean that they avoid having to hire a skip. For further details visit Business waste | Hertfordshire County Council
Construction begins on Hertfordshire’s first full net-zero carbon school
Construction begins on Hertfordshire’s first full net-zero carbon school 
The Buntingford First School, which is being funded by Hertfordshire County Council and built by Morgan Sindall Construction, will open for September 2023 and will be operated by the Scholars Education Trust.
This is the first school in the county to be built and operate at net zero carbon, in line with the Hertfordshire County Council’s sustainability strategy and ambition to be carbon neutral in its own operations by 2030.  It will utilise a Passivhaus design which will improve the school’s air quality, reduce carbon emissions and lower its energy running costs.
As part of the highly sustainable project, solar panels, triple-glazing windows and air-source heat pumps will be installed. The new school will also include a rooftop outdoor classroom, play areas and a “forest school”. In addition, all the teaching spaces in the school will face north, avoiding south-facing windows that cause rooms to over-heat.

New ‘Warm Spaces’ directory launched in Hertfordshire
Hertfordshire County Council, and the county’s ten district and borough councils, have today, Thursday 27 October, launched a new directory of public spaces and buildings which people can use as warm, welcoming spaces as temperatures drop.
This online directory will let people find libraries, family centres and community spaces near them where they can stay safe and warm. Many will also be running additional activities to provide people with the opportunity to meet others and take part in events such as slipper swaps for older people in libraries and stay and play events in family centres for families with young children.
To support this initiative, we are making £100,000 worth of funding available to local community groups, with grants of up to £2,000 to help them provide welcoming indoor spaces this winter. The funding can be used to cover energy bills, staff time, venue hire as well as other relevant costs such as transport to the venue.  The grant scheme is being run by Hertfordshire Community Foundation.    
The warm spaces directory is just one of the ways Hertfordshire County Council is helping people to manage the cost of living and remain safe and well this winter. Other support available for residents is being highlighted through the council’s Here for You this winter campaign which is shining a light on the services the council delivers, and those it funds other organisations to deliver.
Hertfordshire County Council launches new campaign to support residents this winter
We want residents to be aware of the help and support that’s on offer locally to help them this winter. Our public reassurance campaign - ‘here for you this winter’ is about sharing our story with them.
The campaign is shining a light on services which will help residents to stay safe and well as temperatures drop, in addition to providing information around services and support to help them manage the rising cost of living. 
From 24 October our winter health and wellbeing booklet will be landing on doorsteps across the county. Aimed at helping residents stay safe and well during the colder months (particularly those without digital access), the guide contains key information on how to receive the flu and covid vaccines, support to deal with the rising cost of living, advice on how to access NHS services and much more. It is compiled in partnership with the NHS and we have also been working with partners to ensure it’s shared at key public-facing places across the county.
Help us spread the word?
There is a communications toolkit with ready-made text and shareable images.
Key links
Campaign website www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hereforyou
Communications toolkit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hereforyoutoolkit
Winter health booklet www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/winterwellbeing
If you need help, please get in touch with HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044. For more information, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hereforyou
Council to consult on changes to school admission numbers
Hertfordshire County Council is consulting the public on plans to reduce the number of pupils admitted at five primary schools in the county. The county council isn’t proposing to make any changes to how admissions work, but with demand for primary school places falling in some areas and rising in others, the county council’s Cabinet is launching a consultation on changing the number of pupils admitted each year at certain schools from 2024/25.
In each case, the demand for primary school places in these areas is falling, and reducing the PAN would provide a better match between demand and actual places. In all cases the reductions have been requested and supported by the Headteacher and Governing Board.
As part of the same review, county councillors have already agreed an increase in the PAN at two community primary schools:
Codicote C of E Primary School in Codicote
Mandeville Primary School in Sawbridgeworth
This follows enlargement of the school premises and is needed to cater for increased demand for primary school places in these areas from new housing developments. The Governing Body and Headteacher of both schools are in agreement with the proposals.
East Herts Waste Collection Service 
The Executive approval included the following recommendations
· To approve a Competitive Dialogue procedure for the procurement of the Waste, Recycling and Street Cleansing contract. 
· To approve to a Contract length of 8 years with the possibility of up to an 8 year extension.
· To approve the introduction of a new weekly separate food waste collection service in 23L caddies for houses and in wheeled bins for flats in East Hertfordshire from 2025. 
· To approve residual waste collections occurring on a three weekly collection cycle from 2025. 
· To approve the standard receptacle for residual waste being 180L in size and that all new and replacement residual waste containers for houses will be 180l as soon as is reasonably practicable and phased in commencing no later than from 1st April 2023 in East Hertfordshire.
· To approve the transition to a standard bin colour across East and North Hertfordshire as soon as 
· is practicable and no later than 1st April 2023.
· To approve the inclusion of plastic film in the mixed dry recycling collections from 2025, the implementation date confirmation to be delegated to the Project Board and subject to the outcomes of Resources & Waste Strategy consultation on consistency.
· To approve the cessation of bring bank services for paper in East Hertfordshire as soon as is reasonably practicable and no later than the end of 2023. 
· To approve the cessation of bring bank services for textiles in East Hertfordshire and kerbside textiles collections in North Hertfordshire with the shared waste service proactively engaging with the charity-sector to promote alternative outlets for used textiles by the end of 2024. 
· To approve the cessation of Parish litter picking grants and for street litter bins currently maintained under this scheme to be serviced under the waste and recycling contract from 1st April 
· 2023.
Cllr Eric Buckmaster Nov 2022






