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Parish Council meeting of Monday 13th March 2023 at 8.00pm,   Village Hall, Pye Corner, Gilston.

PRESENT: Cllr Beazley, Bryant, Connolly, Harvey, Jones, Orson, Wightwick, Cllr Eric Buckmaster (February report attached), 
In attendance: The Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Residents present did not have anything to report.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Sarah Bagnall  sent in a report that was read out by Rev Jackson on her behalf.  It reads:
I just thought I would drop you all a short note ahead of the Parish Council meeting this evening (which I apologise I am unable to attend) to share updates from the church as to where we are in planning community events over the next few months.
For Holy Week and EASTER we will be organising the following:
a. Monday 3rd April  - 6pm in the Village Hall - Passover Meal Inter-faith Event in conjunction Rabbi Irit from the Harlow Jewish community - open to the whole community
b. There are then services each day for the rest of the week before:
c. Saturday 8th April - New Fire Service - 8pm at St Mary's Church
With bonfire to relight our Paschal Candles (& Marshmallow toasting)
d. Sunday 9th April - Easter Egg Hunt - Terlings Park
e. Monday 10th April - Community Dog Walk
Circular 1hr walk starting at 11am from St Mary's Gilston and concluding with a free soup and sandwich lunch.
This will all be confirmed in the Parish Magazine and Easter cards going out to each household.
Then for discussion on the CORONATION and community activities this is our current thinking of what we can add to the line-up of other Parish events:
f. Friday 5th May - St Mary's Church - 6.30pm (usual Evening Prayer Slot) - Coronation Vigil Service of Evening Prayer - (to be finished in time to get to the Race Night in the Village Hall)
g. Saturday 6th May - Churches will be open if people wish to ring the bells ahead of the coronation service as part of the national bell ringing effort (similar to Prince Philip and the Queen's funerals).
h. Sunday 7th May - St Mary's Church at 11.15 - Service of Holy Communion for the Coronation of King Charles III - (This will be in addition to our usual 2nd Sunday of the month service).
i. Monday 8th May - St Mary's Church - Volunteer Morning - Churchyard & Grave tidying with refreshments, produce sale, wild flower seed planting and children's trail (I am told any contribution to the cost of wild flower seeds and sweets for children's trail would be welcome).
2. It was asked what was happening about the spruce tree that has been removed in Terlings Park.  The Parish Council are still awaiting of the District Council on this matter.
BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.20PM

99) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a. PCSO Leon DeBruyn
100) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
a. Declarations were received from Cllr Wightwick and Cllr Beazley regarding matters Terlings Park matters.
101) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a. Minutes of the Business Meeting of 10th January 2023   (Appendix 1) were proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Jones.  Cllr Orson signed as a true record.
102) ACCOUNTS
a. Clerk’s written report to the Council of Accounts summary (appendix 2) was proposed by Cllr Beazley and seconded by Cllr Connolly.
b.  Village Hall Hire for 2022/2023 for parish council meeting a total of £210.00 was proposed by Cllr Beazley and seconded by Cllr Connolly. (Post meeting note. Since this meeting I have spoken to the Treasurer of the Village Hall and I shall be making payment for the hire of the hall each time the Parish Council uses it and not on a yearly basis.)
c. FOR INFORMATION - Post meeting note: Since this meeting I have received an invoice from the Village Hall Committee regarding the electricity for the warm spaces events which has come to the amount of £264.24 which I have paid in full.  This was agreed at previous meeting that the Parish Council would pay.






103) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATION  
a. 3/19/1045/OUT. Outline planning permission with all matters reserved apart from external vehicular access for a mixed-use development of up to 8,500 homes for a part of the Gilston Area [Villages 1-6]. This has been granted.
b. 3/19/2124/OUT – Outline planning application for development including demolition of existing structures, refurbishment and change of use of existing Grade II listed Brickhouse Farm Barn and structures and erection of a residential led mixed use development  up to 1,500 homes [Village 7] – Awaiting decision.
c. 3/22/0856/LBC – The Old Rectory, Gilston. Internal alterations to include removal of staircase, installation of replacement lift, replacements flooring to ground floor porch and hallway, creation of new first floor shower room, block up 2 first floor doors and 1 second floor door, create 1 new door opening to second floor bedroom, install new timber frame walls on first floor and second floor.  This has been granted.
d. Hertfordshire Draft Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2040. The Parish Council submitted written objections to the plan’s proposed extraction from the Briggens area. Outcome possibly June of next year. Awaiting decision.
e. Affinity Water draft WRMP consultation.  Awaiting decision.
f. 17 Roseley Cottages, Eastwick 3/23/0418/HH Increase size of first floor rear extension.  Awaiting decision.
g. Unlawful tip in Eastwick E/21/0057/ENF awaiting outcome of this matter.
104) PARISH PATHS
a. Cllr Jones reported that he is making progress in the installation of the new Jubilee way making posts.  Hopefully will be finished next week.  Cock Robin Lane maintenance work in the process of being completed and that Madencroft contractors for PfP are continuing with tree work within the two parishes.
105) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a. A resolution was made to exclude the public from this part of the meeting which was held at the end of proceedings. Proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Connolly.
b. Cllr Bryant presented her report attached to these minutes. Appendix 3
c. Following the Parish Councils meeting “in camera” it was voted on with all in favour.  Details will follow at our next meeting.

106) HIGHWAYS
a. Cllr Wightwick reported that following meetings with Highways representatives and the developers progress is being made toward adoption of the remaining roads within Terlings Park. Nothing else to report at this time.
107) PLACES FOR PEOPLE 
a. No report. Given.
108) NEW HOMES BONUS
a. The celebration of the coronation of King Charles iii – Cllr Harvey gave the following report:
i. There is not as great an appetite perhaps to celebrate the new king as of course those that cared are still mourning the Queen, However this is not a reason to deny people an opportunity to take part in a “celebration” whatever the motive.
ii. Locally Eastwick & Terlings Park are beginning to formulate plans.  Gilston mentioned that the Plume are also doing a family fund day on Sunday.  There are promoting a big clean up for St Mary’s Church on Monday.  Could perhaps do same at St Botolph’s?
iii. Otherwise apart from services the church appears to be less involved on this occasion.
iv. It does seem that many would  like fireworks again.  In this I am investigating further.
Thoughts:
v. The Lion in Eastwick is happy to be a centre on Sunday.
vi. Terlings are formulating plans.
vii. Plume of Feathers doing a family fun day on Sunday.
viii. There will be a “Coronation Derby”: Race Night in the village hall on the eve of the coronation – Friday.  Self funding and with the proceeds to village hall roof fund.
ix. Last years organisers in Gilston are thinking this may be enough but should perhaps canvas opinions through Gilston?
x. We could consider fireworks from the Dusty Miller on the Monday evening to end celebrations.  I need to liaise further re space and food provision.
xi. Would the PC think it a good plan to fund fireworks and food as for the Queens Jubilee assuming it can be arranged.
b. It was asked if some more flags and bunting could be obtained.  Cllr Bryant will look into this matter.
It was agreed to allocate a budget of up to £3,000.00 subject to individual applications for the various events and activities to celebrate the King’s Coronation.  Proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Harvey.
c. Gazebo – postponed until our next meeting.
d. Aerial Photographs of our villages – Cllr Wightwick will be contacting SA Drones to arrange date for photos.
e. Budget for the road gritting for 2023/2024 and inclusion in 2024/2025 precept.  This matter is going to be investigated by Cllr Bryant further.
109) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a. Cllr Bryant presented her report which states:  Annual General Meetings of the Gilston & Eastwick Village Hall Management Committee took place Wednesday 22nd February 2023. Unfortunately, only 1 members of the public attended, who was there to volunteer to take on the Booking Officer role, following current BO’s resignation.  The committee are very grateful to all the effort Amy put into improving the accessibility of the hall. All committee members had to stand down, as per the Constitution, and agreed to re-stand.
b. For information: hall bookings are made through a generic email account, gevillagehall@gmail.com, hence change of individual acting as Booking Officer does not impact potential hirers.
c. The Hall Business Meeting followed the AGM.  Various improvements to the hall were agreed and being actioned.
d. Warm Spaces – the village hall was opened to all residents for warm drinks, snacks, etc but, despite frequent advertising in the Parish Magazine & website and the various WhatsApp groups, we had minimal interest from our residents.  Linda Harvey, Treasurer, will pass to Parish Clerk the extra electricity cost incurred to heat the hall for reimbursement (as agreed at previous PC meeting).

110) ITEMS REQUESTED TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM LAST  
MEETING
a. None.
111) CORRESPONDENCE
a. None.
112) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
a. The next parish council elections will be held on Thursday 4th May 2023. 

113) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA  
None.
114) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
i. Monday 15th May – New Council – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – followed by the Parish Council business meeting. Date of this meeting has been changed due to the coronation of the King.
ii. Monday 10th July
iii. Monday 11th September
iv. Monday 13th November
Meeting closed at 9.50pm

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Appendix 3
Neighbourhood Planning Group – Parish Council March 2023 Update

Villages 1 - 6
· Outline Planning Application (OPA) for Villages 1 – 6 was granted at the 28th February 2023 Development Management Committee, of East Herts Council, meeting (9 votes for, 2 against and 1 abstention).
· The Planning Officers report to Committee recommended the OPA be granted approval subject to
· a S.106 legal agreement first being entered into and the proposed conditions set out at the end of this report. 
· b. That delegated authority be granted to the Head of Planning and Building Control to finalise the detail of the S.106 Legal Agreement and draft planning conditions annexed (including delegated authority to add to, amend or delete conditions).

This was despite 
· many admissions in the report that (highlight is my editing)
“level of accepted harm that is considered to be outweighed by the wider public benefits of the allocation”
And
“Officers consider that there are no adverse impacts arising from the development that would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits. Therefore, in line with the provisions of Paragraph 11(d) ii of the NPPF 2021 and overall Officers recommend that the application should be approved.”

· Members of the DMC expressed concern that such a significant development be delegated to officers without recourse to further scrutiny.  A member of the DMC asked that regular reports be brought to the DMC but this was challenged by council officers as being contrary to the council’s constitution.  However, officers reluctantly agreed some report back to DMC members could happen on an annual basis. 
· One committee member even admitted he had not had sufficient time to read the whole report – but he still voted to grant the application!
· The Planning Officer who wrote the report stating the development is not of 6 villages.  The small “corridors” / separation between each of the “villages” mean it is more appropriate to call the development 6 urban neighbourhoods.
· The Heads of Terms (HoT’s) and Conditions have very little detail, leaving very significant decisions to unelected officers.
· An amended officer’s report and updated HoT was published less than 24 hours before the DMC
· Permitted time for non-statutory speakers was changed, increased slightly, at the start of the meeting.  Registered speakers were informed the evening before that more time may be permitted but this left very little time for the speakers to adjust their prepared statement!
· The NHS Trust speaker voiced considerable concern at the total lack of any funding to help them prepare for the 1,000s of new residents and the extra demands this will make on their already over stretched resources.
· Affordable housing reduced from 40% to 23%

Village 7
· Outline Planning Application for Village 7 (Taylor Wimpey) is, we are being told by EHC, to be determined at the 23rd March 2023 DMC meeting, start time 2:00pm. As at Friday 10th March morning no agenda or papers have been published (less than 10 working days before the meeting)

The NPG statement to the DMC, presented by Anthony Bickmore, HEGNP Chair – already distributed.   Appendix 1 - article in the March 2023 edition of the Transport Xtra magazine
Appendix 1   Article published in Transport Xtra March 2023 edition
Rising costs of new roads results in fewer affordable homes in East Herts plan
East Herts District Council’s decision to approve new roads as part of a ‘garden village’ development means it will be unable to provide as many affordable houses as originally pledged, say the local parish councillors who authored a Neighbourhood Plan for the development in 2021.
Last week the council approved the Gilston Villages outline application for 8,500 new homes on former Green Belt land, announced at the time as a beacon of outstanding design and sustainable development.
“The scheme will now only deliver 23% affordable housing against a promise of 40%, a loss of nearly 1,500 affordable homes,” said Hunsdon, Eastwick and Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group, formed by the parish councillors of three small settlements.
The group says that promises to deliver landscape-led garden villages of local character have been dropped in favour of building “neighbourhoods with tiny corridors between each other in densities similar to a busy town like Bishop’s Stortford”. 
Last week’s decision follows the council’s approval in February 2022 for the Stort Valley crossings – “massive roads that are over-engineered for what is required”, says the group.
The council’s development management committee report, on 28 February, states: “The original 2019 application proposed the delivery of 40% affordable housing (3,400 homes). However, in July 2022 the applicant advised the council that due to increased infrastructure costs it was no longer possible to support the proposed scheme in terms of the proportion of affordable housing proposed.”
The committee went on to reveal that “most increased costs have arisen from the need to ensure that transport mitigation measures are delivered (Central and Eastern Stort Crossing plus contributions towards off-site sustainable transport measures).”
In its report, the committee says only 23% of the new homes will be affordable housing. “This is in part a result of the increased costs associated with the delivery of the two crossing proposals due to the need to deliver full replacement sections of the existing rail bridges that were previously not identified as necessary.”
Essex County Council had requested the “earlier delivery of the two crossings as well as other highway improvements such as junction improvements at the Edinburgh Way/ Howard Way junction of the A414 in Harlow”, the committee says.
It admits that “delivering off-site transport mitigation early has a significant impact on the cash flow of the development, reducing the ability to deliver on-site mitigation such as affordable housing”. After viability revision, the new roads will no longer be delivered in line with need: one of the Crossings will only be delivered after 3,500 homes are built.
East Herts District Council said the new crossings will connect future and existing residents in the Gilston area to Harlow town centre while the enhanced Central Stort Crossing will prioritise “public transport, cycling and walking”.  
The Eastern Stort Crossing will involve the building of a new road, plus walking and cycling paths, between Terlings Park and Pye Corner, linking Harlow to the new Gilston villages development. Hunsdon, Eastwick and Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group, however, point out that active travel is indirect and inconvenient, via a bridge or staggered crossings, and the roads is designed as a dual carriageway with multiple lanes.
The outline application proposal includes plans for: sustainable urban drainage systems; vehicular bridge links; car parking (including multi-storey, under-croft and surface); new vehicular and pedestrian accesses into the site; new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle network within the site; and improvements to the existing highway and local road network.
The group’s planning advisor is Martina Juvara, masterplanning director at URBAN Silence. She told LTT: “It is very disappointing that in a situation in which the community is engaged and wants to see high quality, sustainable development suited to the local area, they are ignored.
“Furthermore, compliance with local plan and Neighbourhood Plan policy is abandoned in favour of construction of new roads with very significant consequences. This is not what Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities says the future of development should be.”
			++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Eric Buckmaster report for Mar 2023 [image: Hertfordshire County Council raises Council Tax to protect vital services: County Hall 2022 1200x657-3]
Gilston Villages 1-6 Outline Application approved
This was considered by the committee on 28th February. The Hunsdon Eastwick and Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group were give 12 minutes to address the committee as was I. Residents and other groups had a lesser amount of time. We had a number of concerns around affordable homes, delays in delivering infrastructure that would protect Pye Corner, cumulative impact of traffic, flood risk, air quality, health provision, education and more. Officers responded to all points but it seemed to me that whatever the concerns are that they will be addressed later. It was approved by majority, with two against and one abstention. I still have some strong concerns over the impact of around 25,000 houses across the sub region of Harlow, Gilston, Ware and Hertford and how it will be managed, monitored and enforced. Village 7 Outline will be heard on 23rd March.
County Budget approved
Over the coming financial year, the county council will spend over £1billion delivering essential services to residents and businesses.
The decision to raise council tax comes after the council had exhausted all means of protecting services. Additional grants from government have softened the scale of the challenge, but the council has also set out plans to deliver savings of £27.4m in the coming financial year, the highest for many years and utilising £19m of our reserves.  Persistently high levels of inflation have had a significant impact on the council’s budget, and the council is also seeing increased demand for vital services, particularly as households see their own finances stretched. The approved budget for the coming financial year will allow the council to protect services to those most in need while also investing in the council's Corporate Plan priorities.
Councillors have voted to increase Council Tax by 4.99 per cent (including 2 per cent for social care). This means that a typical Band D household will pay £1,605.63, an increase of £1.47 per week from April this year. The budget for 2023/24 reflects commitments made in the council’s Corporate Plan, and will see services funded to the tune of £121m extra in 2023/24, including:
· £38m to ensure adult care providers can continue to support residents – including funding to ensure our excellent care workforce is paid a fair wage for all they do, day in day out, to help those in need. This is supported by the social care precept
· £15m is expected from the extension of the Household Support Fund to support our most vulnerable residents with the cost of living
· An extra £19m for Children’s Services, including an extra £5.2m to support the children in our care
· £10m for home-to-school transport for children with Special Education Needs and Disabilities to ensure they can get to school easily
· £6.4m to support waste disposal services, alongside new contracts that will mean that no waste in the county will go to landfill from 2024.
· £4.6m of extra funding into highways revenue budgets to cover inflation and ensure we can continue repairs and maintenance work on our roads - plus another £3m next year to help respond to the impact of the cold weather over the winter
· £36.4m to continue our work to improve recycling centres and make our waste infrastructure fit for the future
· Funding to continue moving forward the Brookfield Riverside and Garden Village developments in Broxbourne
· Continuing to invest in our website to enable more people to carry out transactions online.
The county council is also investing in projects that will ensure future savings. This investment will lead to projects that will help residents remain independent for longer, keep families together through early intervention schemes and save taxpayers money by transforming partnership working.
East Herts County budget 
This was approved on 1st March and is an increase of £5.50 per annum for a band D, or £189 per month.
Concern over proposed ULEZ expansion

The Leader of Hertfordshire County Council has written to the Mayor of London outlining opposition to the planned expansion of the London Ultra-Low Emission Zone (ULEZ). While the county council supports the aim of the ULEZ in improving air quality, the expansion of the scheme does not properly assess the impact on the Hertfordshire towns and villages bordering London or put sufficient measures in place to mitigate the impact on the county’s most vulnerable residents. Therefore, the council cannot support the ULEZ expansion, and do not accept that any signage or cameras aimed at fining drivers, potentially up to £180 if they forget to pay the £12.50 charge, should be based in Hertfordshire.
Strategic migration
The Hertfordshire Strategic Migration Steering Group continues to lead on Hertfordshire’s coordinated partnership response to the arrival of and support for refugees and asylum seekers from Afghanistan and Ukraine. Currently there are 1277 Ukrainians in Hertfordshire on the Homes for Ukraine scheme and work to increase the number of hosts families has been successful in finding a further 58 hosts. A new support package to assist refugees who wish to stay in Hertfordshire to move into the private rental sector is planned. People continue to seek asylum in the UK and there are currently 12 hotels in Hertfordshire being used as temporary accommodation for them. The County Council observed the national minute’s silence at 11am on Friday 24 February to mark the one-year anniversary of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Links to various campaigns and updates
The county council’s campaign - ‘here for you this winter’ is about making sure that residents are aware of the help and support that’s on offer locally to help them throughout the winter months. Please share the here for you this winter campaign webpage 

Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service has teamed up with Public Health Hertfordshire to launch Healthy Body Healthy Mind Hertfordshire, a new campaign to highlight the positive effect that being active can have on our physical and mental health and wellbeing.

During the winter months there are an increase in potholes due to snow and ice. The council is encouraging residents to report potholes found on the road network online so that they can be added to the repair and maintenance programme. 
 
Hertfordshire County Council is encouraging residents to apply now if they need to close a road for a street party to celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort from 6 to 8 May 2023. Recognising the social and community benefits of celebrating this historic event the county council will not be charging any fees should you or your neighbours wish to close your road and hold a party. Please apply by 26 March 2023.
Secondary Transfer in our local Schools
Across Hertfordshire, application numbers for Secondary Transfer were very similar to last year, with 14,972 applications compared to 14,997 for 2022, a decrease of just 25. Satisfaction rates have remained high with the percentage of Hertfordshire children offered a ranked school in 2023 almost the same as last year, 94.3% compared to 94.7%. The percentage of children offered their first ranked school is also very similar to last year, 77.8% compared to 78.6% last year. 
Across Bishop’s Stortford, the number of families applying for secondary school places in September 2023 increased by 12.8% to 572 compared to 507 for September 2022 entry. In Sawbridgeworth, the number of families applying for secondary school places decreased by 8%, with 109 applications received for September 2022, compared to 118 for September 2022 entry. 
The opening of Avanti Grange School has increased satisfaction rates across the district and the school is full with applicants who ranked it as a preference. 
In Bishop’s Stortford, the percentage of families offered a ranked school is higher than last year, 99% compared with 98% in 2022. The percentage of children in Bishop’s Stortford offered their first preference school also increased this year to 81%, compared to 78% in 2022.
In Sawbridgeworth, the percentage of families offered a ranked school is the same as last year at 99%. The percentage of children in Sawbridgeworth offered their first preference school has also remained the same at 93%. 
Non-Ranked Allocations
There are 5 non-ranked allocations (NRAs) in Bishop’s Stortford. Applicants who could not be offered one of their preferred schools have been allocated a place Birchwood High School. 
In Sawbridgeworth, there was 1 NRA. This was a late application. This child has also been allocated a place at Birchwood High School. 
	Parish
	2023
	2022
	2021

	Bishop’s Stortford
	5
	9
	9

	Sawbridgeworth
	1
	1
	8

	Total
	6
	10
	17



[bookmark: _Hlk33452607]As at 1st March, Birchwood High School is the only school with places available in the local area. Places are also expected to become available at other schools through the continuing interest process due to places being returned and movement between schools and through the appeals process.
Children will be entitled to free transport if they are attending the nearest available school place and the distance between home and school is more than three miles.  Families on low-income, the easiest measure of which is those children entitled to free school meals, have an extended entitlement; free transport is available to any one of their three nearest available schools between two and six miles from their home.  Families who are entitled to free transport will be contacted in May with details of how to take up the offer of free travel.
Some info on Highways
· Hertfordshire has 5,100 km of busy roads and 5,600km of footways and cycleways.
· We spend approx. £90m on maintaining the highways infrastructure, including additional investment in drainage and vegetation cut-back.
· Our approach to maintenance is well regarded nationally, ensuring we receive optimal grant funding from Government.
· Hertfordshire is in the top quartile of Authorities in being successful in bidding for funding for such things as Active Travel schemes. 
· The condition of our carriageways continues to compare very well to national averages, i.e. A roads, 2% require maintenance against national 4%, B & Cs 4% against 6%, and Us 7% against 15%, the latter as a result of a specific investment of £29m.
· Two of our recent major projects, namely the New River Bridge in Hoddesdon and the A120 Little Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation scheme have been delivered, with the A602 upgrade due to complete by late summer, costing well in excess of £100m in total, and residents are now benefitting from the improvements..
HAPpy camps are back this Easter
Hertfordshire County Council is funding free Easter activity camps for children and young people in Hertfordshire
Fully-funded holiday activity camps return for the Easter holidays, giving eligible children and young people a chance to meet friends, learn new skills and enjoy nutritious food.
The HAPpy programme, funded by Hertfordshire County Council and the Department for Education (DfE*) via the government’s Holiday Activity and Food programme and coordinated by Herts Sports Partnership and the Hertfordshire Community Foundation. The programme will be running more than 200 activity camps from 3 April – 14 April 2023 (not bank holidays).
With over 14,000 free activity camp places available, eligible families are being encouraged to get their booking code from their school and reserve a place at a camp near them as soon as possible. Booking opens on Monday 6 March.
As part of its commitment to help residents manage the cost of living, Hertfordshire County Council provided funding for more than 69,000 places last year for children to attend free activity camps.
Eric Buckmaster March 2023
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