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EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Parish Council meeting of Monday 15th May 2023 at 8.00pm,  Village Hall, Pye Corner

PRESENT: Cllr Jones, Orson, Wightwick
In attendance: Christine Law (Parish Clerk), John Dunlop (DC).

ANNUAL MEETING STARTED AT 8.15PM

This is the first meeting of the new Council.

AGENDA

1) TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
a)  Cllr Bryant, Harvey and Cllr Buckmaster( County Councillor),PCSO Leon DeBruyn

2)  OUTGOING CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2022-23 
Cllr Orson gave his annual report.  The full report attached to these minutes and can be found on the parish web site and the Council’s Annual Report.(Appendix 1).

3) Election of Chairman -   Cllr Mark Orson was proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey. Cllr Orson accepted the post.

4) To receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office from the Chairman – This was duly signed by Cllr Orson.

5) Election of Vice Chairman – Cllr Janine Bryant was proposed by Cllr Orson and seconded by Cllr Wightwick.  Cllr Bryant had accepted the post in advance.

6) 2022-2023 ACCOUNTS 
a) Cllr Orson presented the 2022-23 Receipt and Payment accounts (Appendix 2). This was proposed by Cllr Wightwick and seconded by Cllr Jones and accepted by full council. 
b) Annual Governance Statement 2022/2023. This was proposed by Cllr Wightwick and seconded by Cllr Jones and accepted by full council.(Appendix 3).
c) Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023.  This was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Wightwick and accepted by full council. (Appendix 4).


Meeting closed at 8.20pm.






Appendix 1
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2022/23

The purpose of this report is to give a summary of what the Parish Council has been doing during the last year and to comment on the major issues that we are facing as a parish. There is more information available on our community website at www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk and our Neighbourhood Plan website at www.hegnp.org.uk.   

During the year, the Parish Council has held six Parish Council meetings and an Annual Parish meeting.  Individual Parish Councillors took the following responsibilities.
Mark Orson – Chairman - EHC Gilston Development Forum representative, Neighbourhood Plan Group representative 
Janine Bryant – Vice Chair - EHC Gilston Development Forum representative, Neighbourhood Plan Group representative and Village Hall Management Committee representative
Lucille Beazley 
Linda Harvey
Jim Jones - Parish Paths
Rob Wightwick – Highways
Sue Connolly
Christine Law – Parish Clerk
I would like to thank Lucy Beazley for her 7 years’ service as parish councillor and Sue Connelly who joined us in 2022. Both stood down as parish councillors at the 4 May elections. They have both made valued contributions to the work of the parish council, and we wish them well for the future.

We should soon have agreement to co-opt two parish councillors and if you are interested in joining the parish council or at this stage would just like to find out more, please contact Christine Law our Parish Clerk or come along to the Parish Council meetings to see and meet your councillors
District Plan and Neighbourhood Plan
Following decisions during 2021/22 by the East Herts Council Development Management Committee [DMC], to approve detailed planning applications for the Central Stort Crossing and Eastern Stort Crossing, they have now approved outline planning applications from: 
· Places for People to secure the basic agreements for 6 out of the 7 villages planned to be built North of the Stort Valley and the A414 Gilston and comprises up to 8,500 residential homes and facilities determined on 28 February. And;
· Taylor Wimpey to secure the basic agreements for Village 7, to be built on land off Church Lane and the A414 in Hunsdon and Eastwick, Hertfordshire and comprises up to 1,500 residential homes and facilities determined on 23rd March.
Both DMC meetings were live streamed and recorded and can be viewed at the EastHertsDistrict– YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/@EastHertsDistrict/search?query=development. The HEGNP made strong representations to the DMC as did Eric Buckmaster our outgoing District Councillor concerning both applications but unsurprisingly, given the DMC’s past performance, both were rubber stamped. 

We have been badly let down by EHC Planning and their DMC that said they considered our Neighbourhood Plan policies, that constitute a formal part of the Local District Plan, and “on balance” have set them aside when considering the two detailed Highways applications in March 2022 and the outline planning permissions now granted for the 7 villages. The DMC has disappointingly approved the building of upto 4,500 dwellings by 2033 when the EHC District Plan proposes approximately 3,050 by 2033

In response, we’ve written to our local MP Julie Marson and Michael Gove Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, urging him to make good on promises to listen to local voices and “call-in” the decisions for Village 1-6 and Village 7.

If he agrees with our call-in request the Secretary of State will refer the whole development of 10,000 houses to a public enquiry headed by a Planning Inspector and take it away from the local East Herts councillors who have simply rubber stamped and waved through application after application. At the time of writing, we are waiting for the Secretary of State to make his assessment of our request. More detailed information is available at www.hegnp.org.uk and we will also provide residents with updates through the various WhatsApp groups, our Parish Magazine and website.

Our objective is to hold EHC and Developers to the promises made at the Enquiry in Public that supported the District Plan and release of Metropolitan Green Belt.

Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Anthony Bickmore and the HEGNP team for their hard work and diligence. They are all unpaid and contribute massive amounts of time. 

As a reminder The District Plan that shapes the future of East Herts to 2033 see www.eastherts.gov.uk/districtplan was adopted in September 2018. The District Plan Policies GA1 and GA2 for the Gilston Area allow removal of a large section of Metropolitan Green Belt, the building of approximately 3,000 dwellings and associated infrastructure during the plan period to 2033 with the potential for a further 7,000 dwellings to follow. 

The Parish Council has channelled our engagement with East Herts Council (EHC), Places for People (PfP), the primary landowner for Villages 1-6 and Taylor Wimpey (TW) who are now the landowners of Village 7, through the Hunsdon and Eastwick & Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group (HEGNP) chaired by Anthony Bickmore. Anthony makes an annual report to the Parish Council that is published in the Parish Magazine, the community website www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk and the HEGNP website www.hegnp.org.uk.  

For the latest information and reference documents please see the HEGNP website at www.hegnp.org.uk.. This includes all HEGNP group meeting minutes, Gilston Area workshops meeting minutes, Gilston Development Forum (previously called Gilston Steering Group) meeting minutes, and representations to EHC on District Plan Consultations. 
Our Neighbourhood Plan was adopted on the 28 July 2021, you can download and read the Gilston Area Neighbourhood Plan in full and consult the full evidence base at www.hegnp.org.uk. Since adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan the HEGNP has focussed its attention and efforts to ensuring that the policies and principles of the plan are put into practice and are not simply filed away by EHC, PfP and TW.
The Parish Council through the HEGNP has continued to be active organising presentations for residents on Gilston Area planning matters and consultations and making formal responses on behalf of residents that have been endorsed by the Parish Council as sponsor and can be seen at www.hegnp.org.uk:
Planning
We have had a number of planning applications to comment on during the year and most have been reasonably straightforward and non-contentious changes to existing properties.  The major planning issues affecting our area are addressed by our Neighbourhood Plan, please see the HEGNP website www.hegnp.org.uk and Anthony Bickmore’s Chairman’s Report for a full update on the status and issues.
Defibrillator
We now have three defibrillators in operation located at:
· The Village Hall Pye Corner Gilston  
· The Lion Pub Eastwick, located in the pub courtyard, with the kind permission of McMullen Breweries.   
· St Mary’s Church, Gilston located in the Church Porch.
Anyone can use this lifesaving equipment, they are simple to use and “talk” you through simple instructions on what to do. Administering CPR and the defibrillator is the most powerful combination in saving life and the earlier it is applied the better the chance is of a person surviving cardiac arrest - for every minute that passes without defibrillation the chances of survival diminish by 10%.
We will continue exploring possibilities for installation of additional defibrillators at other locations within our parishes and are hopeful that another will be installed at Terlings Park later this year.
Highways
We continue to work closely with Highways to ensure that Highway’s maintenance activities are carried out effectively and meet our local needs.  As with all local services Highways work is governed by budget and availability of resources and getting work carried out in a timely manner can sometimes be a struggle.  A status report on all current Highways issues is made at each parish council meeting and published in our parish magazine and community website.

It is important that potholes and other damage to our local roads are reported as soon as possible.  There is an easy-to-use pro-forma at hertfordshire.gov.uk Report a street light or pothole | Hertfordshire County Council. Please also inform Christine Law so that the Parish Council can include this information in the Highways issue status report that we use for overall monitoring and review with Highways.
Parish Paths
The parish footpath network is a real asset. Copies of the parish paths brochure/map are available from St Mary’s Church porch or Christine Law, our Parish Clerk. You will also find several display maps of the footpath network located around the parishes including both the Eastwick and Gilston War Memorial sites.

If you are aware of any parts of our footpath network that need maintenance including overgrown vegetation or fallen trees, please inform Christine Law our parish clerk and we will follow up with HCC Countryside & Rights of Way. 

For the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee we devised a circular route of approximately 5.5 miles marked by specially designed way markers and finger posts.  We hope you find the time and energy to enjoy it.
Warm Spaces
During January and February, the Parish Council sponsored the additional costs of making the Village Hall available to residents on one day per week as a warm space, as an opportunity to meet up with other residents and enjoy some refreshments.
Coronation Celebration
At the time of writing the Parish Council is working with the Church and others to coordinate activities in celebration of the coronation of King Charles III. Details are published in our Parish Magazine and community website.
Aerial Photography
The Parish Council has agreed to use New Homes Bonus monies to fund a comprehensive set of aerial photographs of the Eastwick & Gilston Parish in Spring 2023. The purpose of the proposal is four-fold:
· To capture the Parish as it looks in 2023 as close as possible to the Coronation of King Charles III and prior to the commencement of development activity. This is an outstanding opportunity to capture this point in history and the efforts made by resident to make the Parish look it’s best with flags flying.
· To provide a valuable resource / reference tool for use by the Parish Council, Village Hall Committee, HEGNPG and other community groups to support discussions in meetings and aid other activities.
· For use in publications, including the newsletters and other collateral produced by the various groups.
· For display purposes in the Village Hall and community website.
This will include some 360-degree images taken in the following locations across the parish:
 
· Terlings Park
· Pye Corner
· Eastwick
· Gilston Park Estate
· Gilston (St Mary’s Church)

We are looking forward to sharing the outputs of this exciting project.
New Homes Bonus
Over the last few years, the parish has received what amounts to windfall payments from the New Homes Bonus scheme. The New Homes Bonus is a Government scheme which is aimed at encouraging local authorities to grant planning permissions for the building of new homes in return for additional revenue. Under the scheme, the Government matches the Council Tax raised on each new home built for a period of 6 years. The parish council receives a proportion of this funding and we have received around £220,000 so far. East Herts Council advise that this can be spent at our discretion. 

We welcome suggestions and ideas for how this money could be spent for the benefit of the community but are excluding any items that should be paid from District or County Council budgets. We will provide updates as matters progress via the parish magazine and website but if you have any ideas and suggestions for how this money should best be spent please contact Christine Law, Parish Clerk, on 411646 or email christine.law2@btinternet.com.
Parish Precept
You will have recently received the booklet from East Herts Council outlining your Council Tax payments for 2023/24. Part of the Council Tax is made up of the Parish Precept which is set by the Parish Council to cover small running costs and several initiatives we undertake. The amount attaching to your Council Tax for the parish is a function of what we spend and the number of properties and their valuation bands in the area.

We have maintained our parish precept at the same level as for 2021/22. If you have views on how we should spend our money and if we should spend more or less, then let one of the Parish Councillors know or attend a Parish Council meeting. We are always keen to hear views and enjoy the interaction with members of the public at the meetings – all are welcome.
Conclusion
Overall, despite a lot of hard work we have had a frustrating year on planning matters. However, we believe that we have made a strong case to the Secretary of State to call-in EHC’s recent decisions to grant outline planning application for the 7 Villages. A successful outcome will significantly strengthen our position for now and in future dealings with both EHC and Developers when they will have to properly acknowledge and act on our Neighborhood Plan policies.

We are fortunate to have a dedicated and hardworking team of Councillors. They devote a lot of their time for the benefit of the community which is unpaid, and they claim no expenses. Thanks also to Christine Law, our Parish Clerk. 

Mark Orson
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APPENDIX 2

EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL
SUMMARY OF RECEIPT AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2023

RECIPTS PAYMENTS

Precept £ 12,750.00 |General Administration £ 6,201.89

Interest of Investments Neighbourhood Plan -

Bank £ 32.55 |payments made on their

Investment Account £ 4,100.61 |behalf + VAT £ 2,640.00

Advertising - Parish New Homes Bonus - Spent £ 6,409.71

Magazine £ 630.00

VAT Refund £ 3,150.68 |RUNNING COSTS

Neighbourhood Plan War Memorials £ 180.00

Income from their Churchyards £ 1,200.00

account £ 2,200.00 |Parish Magazine £ 4,293.00

Race Night £ 574.50 [Maintenance - village planters £ 48457
Jubilee - June 2022 £ 3,905.11
Donation to Neighbourhood Plan £ 4,500.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS £ 23,438.34 [TOTAL PAYMENTS £ 29,814.28

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY

Balance brought forward £ 234,570.29

Less Petty Cash owed £ -

ADD Total Receipts £ 23,438.34

LESS Total Payments £ 29,814.28

ADD Petty Cash in hand
Balance brought forward

These cumulative funds are represented by:
Bank Current Account Balance

Uncashed Cheques

Bank Reserve Account Balance

Investment Account

Cash in hand

SIGNED

DATED i5th rr\q.‘3 oRD

£ 228,194.35

£ 102573
£ <

£ 7,168.62
£ 220,000.00

£ 228,194.35

/(tl/' Lawm

\
CHAIRMAN M /( CLERK/RESPONSIBLE OFFICER
Rt
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

EfsTwiek Avd GilLs Tow FPARLSH <ol 11

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

“Yes' means that this authority:

prepared s accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

N

. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

w

. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

»

We provided proper opportuntty during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

o

We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of interal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

o

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a compstent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

=

~We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemnal and extemnal audit.

responded to matters brought o its attention by internal and
external audit.

)

- We considered whether any litigation, liabiliies or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

Nl

©

. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsil s where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

L

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified.

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata
meeting of the authority on:

15 [0 [202.2
and recorded as minute reference:

b. B.

Dn

separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
These sheets must be published with the Annual

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given: \
Chairman ﬂ \M—"

L >

Clerk

eashuwicland g\\s\-on ¢ Ok
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for
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Year ending
31 March

31 March

2 2023

1. Balances brought
forward

Notes and guidan:

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave arny
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to

/LL"'\ o L\' 2305 71 l Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies \V2Nso o S0 recel_ved or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
i the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
L%Q 20 063 2 grants received.
4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
2240 ?) iz o employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments O i rmade during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. () All other payments

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

L agy (Lol =5 C L(» book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 5 e il 29 ]9 L‘, equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments v holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

1%4 5L 22311 L“ To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets \A527 | A5 72 | 51 Maren.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

@) (&) from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transactions.

1 certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Aé LocarD

1505 ] 2023

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

15(05/ 202>

as recorded in minute reference:

G c.

Signed by Chairman ofthe ting where the Accounting
Staterhen wtjp e
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