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The Parish Council business meeting of Monday 8th January 2024. Village Hall , Pye Corner, Gilston 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr’s Bryant, Harvey, Orson, Wightwick,  Eric Buckmaster (CC), John Dunlop (DC), 3 members of the public.  James Blair (PfP), Christine Law (Clerk) in attendance.  
Cllr Buckmaster and Cllr Dunlop’s reports are attached to these minutes.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a) James Blair (PfP) presented draft proposals [still to be approved] for road works and traffic management that might be required for the Central Stort Crossing and associated new roads.  Cllr Orson thanked him for his informative presentation and asked that he should attend future parish council meetings when further updates are available.

BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.20PM
61) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a) Cllr Jones.

62) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a) None

63) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) Minutes of the Parish Council Business Meeting of 13th November 2023 proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey.  Signed as a true record by chairman Cllr Orson.

64) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks report to the Council of accounts summary.  (attached)
b) Precept Form 2024/2025 – to be signed by Chairman and two Councillors, the amount of precept was agreed at our November meeting.
c) Purchase of USB sticks for the storage of aerial photographs were agreed.  Clerk to purchase.

Items 64 a,b,c, were proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey.  

65) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS
a) Grassland, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/1110/FUL – Retrospective change of use of buildings A (Class e). B (class B8), c (Class B8), D (Class B8), E (Class B8) and F (Class E). Awaiting decision.
b) 66 Eastwick Road, Eastwick – 3/23/2165/FUOL – Erection of two storey detached dwelling with associated access, parking and landscaping.  Awaiting decision.
c) 36 Pye Corner, Gilston – retrospective planning – erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions.  This was discussed by council and no objections were raised.  The Clerk will write to Development Control with these findings.  Awaiting decision.
d) Hertfordshire Draft Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2040. Have been informed that this has been refused.
e) Unlawful tip in Eastwick – E/21/0057/ENF. East Herts Council have delivered an Enforcement Notice for the site to be cleared and returned to garden by the end of November 2023. Awaiting outcome.

66) PARISH PATHS
a) Cllr Jones was not in attendance, no report given.

67) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) Cllr Bryant presented the email newsletter attached to these minutes.

68) HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Harvey has just taken over this role and reported:
i) Several individuals have reported the flooding in Gilston Lane by Fiddlers Brook. This was caused by a combination of heavy rain, run off from fields and that a section of Fiddlers Brook is constricted by a collapsed wall, tree roots and trees. This issue has been raised periodically over many years but there has been no resolution. County Councillor Eric Buckmaster is pursuing the matter with both HCC Highways and the Environment Agency. Cllr Orson has contacted the landowner’s agent Knight Frank who report that PfP the landowner is working closely with the Highways department to determine the most suitable course of action for Fiddlers Brook to reduce the flooding incidents. Knight Frank will provide regular updates to the parish council as progress is made.
ii) Meanwhile it has been suggested that a flood depth gauge might be purchased, this is still under investigation.
iii) The signage at Burnt Mill Lane, which was considered inadequate by locals after a recent fatality has been deemed adequate by Highways. Councillor Dunlop intends to pursue the matter.
iv) The potholes and inadequate drainage on the Eastwick Hall Road were again reported. 
v) The lack of adequate signage to Eastwick from the A414 will be reported as will the inadequate lighting over the yellow box junction.
vi) Gilston Lane – gritting.  Peter May has offered to grit the lane when necessary free of charge. Peter has been thanked for his very kind offer.

69) KNIGHT FRANK ESTATE REPORT
a) Report from Knight Frank is attached to these minutes.

70) NEW HOMES BONUS / INVESTMENT INTEREST
a) Aerial Photographs – Cllr Wightwick will give an update at our next meeting. The Parish Clerk is investigating ways to instal onto the web site.
b) Terlings Park – ‘True’ Tree Preservation – Cllr Wightwick will give an update at our next meeting.
c) 80th Anniversary of D-Day 6th June 2024 – The PCC asked if the Parish Council would be able to fund this event.  It was agreed to review this funding request once sufficient details were available.

71) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Harvey reported as Village Hall Treasurer that the finances remain solvent. During the last year several projects have been completed:
i) Carpark improvements.
ii) Hall floor maintenance.
iii) Replacement of kitchen blind.
iv) Provision of new chairs and tables.
v) Installation of solar panels and storage battery (mainly S.106 grant funded)
b) Next year’s projects will be discussed at our February meeting. However, we will commence our arrangement with the Probation Service to tidy the outside of the Hall and repaint benches and railings once the weather has improved. This is a very low-cost option and will allow funding of further internal decoration.
c) There are already baby classes and exercise classes and the possibility of funded sessions for older residents is being investigated.

72) CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Trees central reservation Roseley Cottages, Eastwick – Clarion Housing have inspected the trees and report that no urgent maintenance is required. The trees will be included in their monitoring schedule.

73) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.
a) None.

74) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA.
a) None

75) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Date of next meeting is Monday 11th March 2024 – ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – this is a meeting of the electorate and not a Parish Council Meeting – followed by the Parish Council Business Meeting.

__
Meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Neighbourhood Planning Group -  January 2024 update to Eastwick & Gilston Parish Council

During November 2023 both Taylor Wimpey (Village 7 developer) and Places for People (Villages 1 – 6 developer) held a series of workshops.

Taylor Wimpey (TW) held workshops open to all residents providing an opportunity for them to comment and add their ideas to TW’s draft masterplan for Village 7. Village 7 is located north of the A414 either side of Church Lane leading into Hunsdon (approximately between the 2 speed cameras).   Most of the workshops were held at the Gilston & Eastwick Village Hall plus an on-line session and, eventually, the Hunsdon Village Hall.

Places for People (PfP), held 2 workshops, with restricted invitations, to bring attendees up to date on progress with their Strategic Landscape Masterplan (SLMP)  and Village 1 Masterplan (V1MP).  The SLMP covers all the land within the Gilston Area allocated by the EHC District Plan.  
PfP had held 2 earlier workshops for both the SLMP (June 2021 & October 2021) and V1MP (July 2021 & Sept 2021).
Agendas and reports of these can be found at Gilston Park Estate - Masterplan 

The November 2023 SLMP workshop focused on 2 areas – the area they call Gilston Park (between Village 1 and the real Gilston Park)
Despite 300 individuals from a range of organisations, including schools, businesses, parish/town councils, district councils, the third sector and more, being invited it was attended by 14 individuals and 12 members of the developers’ project team.
Following a presentation to update everyone on progress since the last workshops, held during 2021, the following discussions took place:
Session 1 themes: 
• Gilston Park & Fiddler’s Brook Corridor (this is the land either side of Gilston Lane between Pye Corner and Church Cottages) design update 
• Discussion on integration of new facilities within the historic and natural landscape 
Session 2 themes: 
• Airfield Park / Woodland Park / Powerline Corridor – design update. 
A further / final workshop is anticipated Q1 2024.  Hopefully, the developers will also hold community events for all residents.

The November 2023 V1MP workshop 
Despite 300 individuals from a range of organisations, including schools, businesses, parish/town councils, district councils, the third sector and more, being invited it was attended by 16 individuals and 11 members of the developer’s project team.
Following a brief presentation to update everyone on progress since the last workshop, held during 2021, the following discussions took place:
• Built Form 
• Green Infrastructure 
• Access & Movement
A further / final workshop is anticipated Q1 2024.  The developers will also be planning to hold community events for all residents.

Recommendation:  for residents who wish to be kept informed subscribe on the PfP website
Gilston Park Estate - Contact us

Yvonne Estop joined the November 2023 meeting of the NPG, Yvonne is the East Herts Labour Councillor for Bishop’s Stortford Central, Chair of the EHC Development Management Committee, and town planner/urban designer.  This offered a useful opportunity to explain the NPG is not a protest group and share our experience and the concerns we have regarding the planning process.  Whilst Yvonne does not know the Gilston Area well she appears willing to listen and interested in finding out more.

At the 28th Nov 2023 meeting of the East Herts Executive Committee the following was agreed:

The establishment of a new Joint Committee (JC) with the authority to make a range of decisions in respect of matters pertaining to the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town in order to allow for “more agile decision making and make the process more transparent and accountable to public scrutiny”.  Currently the council is working with two county councils; Herts and Essex and two district councils; Epping Forest and Harlow on the Garden Town “which meant that some decision making was slow”. 

Setting up Community Forums for Strategic Sites 
Scope & Purpose 
 To provide an opportunity for developer/s, residents, community groups (including but not limited to Town and Parish Councils, Neighbourhood Planning Groups and Resident Associations), elected members and council officers to engage with each other. 
 To offer an* opportunity for residents to raise issues of interest or concern for existing and new communities with a view to enhancing the quality of community life. 
 For council officers and elected members to share issues raised by residents with relevant parties and report back responses and / or that appropriate action has been taken. 
 To provide regular, accurate and timely information to residents regarding relevant developments. This may involve planning related information as well as other issues related to growth pertaining to the developments covered by the forum including education, transport, community facilities and community development, where possible.

Establishing a Development Management Forum
where residents can present their views to councillors, planning officers and the applicant early in the planning application process prior to a decision on the planning application.
	++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Places for People –Gilston Park Estate – Knight Frank Management Update
08/01/2024
1. Flooding
PFP and Knight Frank are aware of the recent flooding issues at Fiddlers Brook and Pye Corner during
the recent storms. Currently, PFP is working closely with the Highways department to determine the most suitable course of action for Fiddlers Brook to reduce the flooding incidents. Additionally, PFP is actively exploring solutions reduce the rood flooding incidents at Pye Corner as a priority. Knight Frank will provide regular updates to the parish council as progress is made and we appreciate the challenges that the flooding is presenting to local residents.
2. Update on Tree Safety Inspection
Phase 4 of the TSI will be implemented this year. During Phase 4, twenty-four trees across the estate will be inspected and maintained to ensure their safety and proper upkeep. The contractors will also conduct inspections while on-site to identify any new tree defects. The project will primarily focus on priority areas such as road frontages, publicly accessible areas, and neighbouring properties.
3. Early Tree Planting
Maydencroft completed the beat-up planting last week.
4. Forthcoming Survey Work
Surveys are continuing across Gilston Park Estate this year. Please be mindful of these when using public rights of way over the land, and we encourage users to stick to the paths for their safety.
5. Rights of Way, Access, Trespass & Security
PFP prioritises the safety and security of the estate. KF actively monitors the estate for any issues or
unauthorised activity. To ensure safety, it is important for the local community to remain within designated Public Rights of Way (PROWs), especially in the vicinity of the airfield. The airfield accommodates various activities, including HGV operations, light aircraft, and agricultural machinery, all of which pose risks to pedestrians.
In addition to ensuring community safety, PFP kindly requests dog owners to clean up after their pets. This helps maintain the beauty of the estate and allows all visitors to enjoy the surroundings.
6. Key Contacts
For general enquiries regarding Estate property or land please contact the managing KF Agents on the
below details:
Freddie Sandercock - Freddie.sandercock@knightfrank.com
Henry McNeil Wilson - Henry.mcneilwilson@knightfrank.com
Phoebe Hingston – Phoebe.hingston@knightfrank.com
Office number: 01279 213350
	++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Eric Buckmaster report for January 2024 
Hertfordshire County Council will benefit from a proportion of the Government’s allocation of £2.8bn for potholes and resurfacing This funding will enable us to repair even more potholes and other defects across the county.
As new government figures reveal that Hertfordshire’s roads are in an above average condition, Hertfordshire County Council has been carrying out extra pothole repairs to make sure road surfaces are reindeer-ready for Christmas and in tip top condition for the festive getaway.
The council has been putting the £3.9m it received from the Government’s Pothole Fund towards trialling new methods of pothole and road repair, leading to an extra 20,000 potholes being repaired, double the number originally anticipated. In November, Hertfordshire was allocated a further £87.8m for potholes and resurfacing, providing long term funding over the next 11 years.
New pothole equipment and techniques trialled include the JCB Pothole Pro, which can repair potholes faster and over a larger area, Roadmender, a technique that uses asphalt made from recycled tyres and Thermal Patching, a less noisy method that re-uses the existing road surface. These techniques aim to repair the pothole permanently, helping to extend the lifespan of the road.
Road surfaces across the county suffered significant damage last winter due to snow, ice and heavy rainfall, resulting in an increase in potholes. However, the county council’s highways team have been working hard to repair potholes and resurface roads, and Hertfordshire’s roads are now reported as being in better condition than the national and regional average.
Update regarding the closure of Ward Freman Pool, Buntingford
East Herts Council closed Ward Freman Pool in Buntingford from Saturday, 23 December, while options for its future operation are assessed. On Tuesday, 28 November, the council’s Executive considered a report detailing the decision to close the pool. The report makes it clear that shutting the pool is necessary due to the substantial investment needed to upgrade the facilities to meet essential standards. The site was managed by Everyone Active on behalf of East Herts Council and is owned by Hertfordshire County Council. 
Changes to East Herts waste collections from 2025
The Press Release details are below. There are some significant changes to what was originally announced and consulted upon earlier in 2023. Disappointingly the new administration couldn’t find time to go out to public consultation with these changes. They even refused to discuss this at full council so purely decided by the Executive without asking for what people think. Contrary to the concept of the listening council announced just a month before.  Residents will now have 5 containers on their premises including the brown bin for green/gardenwaste.
The following three bins will be collected in three weekly cycles
· Fibre bin for cardboard and paper
· Dry Recycling bin for Containers and bottles
· Residual waste bin for non recyclables

The following bin will be fortnightly
· Paid for Brown bin for green/garden waste
The following container will be weekly
· 40 litre container for food waste
There will need to be an effective way of people knowing what is collected in any given week owing to the different combinations that will arise over a 6 week cycle.
“East Herts and North Herts Councils jointly provide waste services to approximately 124,000 households and over 1,920 commercial customers as well as street cleansing services across the combined districts.  
The councils have now confirmed that a number of changes will come into operation in May 2025. These  are designed to ensure the continued delivery of high quality and well-performing waste and street cleansing services which are both financially and environmentally sustainable.
The changes will include:
· Three weekly collection of mixed paper and cardboard and three weekly collection of the remaining mixed dry recygling (glass, plastic and cans, plastic bags and wrapping)  
· Collection of food waste on a weekly basis’
https://eastherts.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f62fcd04dd88042000769ccb&id=7f59c5c0f1&e=51732894ef
· Hertfordshire and Essex confirm reciprocal arrangements for recycling centres
· Hertfordshire County Council and Essex County Council are pleased to confirm that current reciprocal arrangements enabling residents to access recycling centre services is being maintained.
· The change comes following the announcement earlier in the year that Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) would be adopting a policy restricting access to non-residents at Hertfordshire’s network of 16 Recycling Centres. Discussions have taken place between HCC and Essex County Council since the announcement was made, with agreement being reached to allow for the reciprocal access.
· From Friday 1 December 2023, Essex residents will need a digital permit and will only be permitted to use Bishops Stortford, Hoddesdon, Turnford and Ware Recycling Centres. Hertfordshire residents wishing to use Essex Recycling Centres will need to make a booking in advance.
· To register for an instant, annual permit free of charge, Essex residents will need to visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/recyclingcentrepermits
· To make a booking to visit an Essex County Council recycling centre, Essex and Hertfordshire residents will need to visit www.loveessex.org/bookings
· Cllr Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for The Environment at Hertfordshire County Council said: “I’m pleased that Hertfordshire and Essex County Councils have been able to come to an agreement that enables residents from each county to continue using a recycling centre that is close to where they live.
· “Like many other council-run services, our recycling centres are experiencing additional costs and it is only prudent that we look at all possible forms of mitigation for Hertfordshire taxpayers who are currently paying for waste being produced outside of Hertfordshire.
· “Resident only policies are commonplace across the region and country, with many of our nearest neighbours having had this policy in place for some time.”
		

	East Herts Community grant scheme launched
We're inviting voluntary and community groups, not-for-profit organisations, faith groups, and town and parish councils to apply for funding through our community grant scheme.
Three types of funding are available: 
· Community grants, with priority given to initiatives which support areas of disadvantage and low income
· Cultural activities grants to broaden cultural opportunities
· Environmental sustainability grants 
Community grants provide support and impetus to many extremely valuable community initiatives across East Herts while helping to build stronger, better connected communities."  






Hertfordshire residents given record number of free slippers to help prevent trips and falls
Hertfordshire County Council held its sixth and final slipper swap event of the year yesterday, Thursday 7 December, where 93 Hemel Hempstead residents got hold of some fancy new footwear that will help to prevent them tripping, slipping, or falling in their homes.
This slipper swap was the last event of the year, and over the last few months Hertfordshire County Council have organised and run a total of six slipper swaps and given out 536 pairs of slippers to some very happy new owners. We’ve succeeded in doing away with even more old, broken and often dangerous slippers after handing out 141 more slippers when compared with last year.
According to the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, falls are the largest cause of emergency hospital admissions for older people, and significantly impact on long term outcomes, for example often meaning people moving from their own home to long-term nursing or residential care.
At each event, occupational therapists were on hand to offer advice on fall prevention, and other health and wellbeing charities and organisations were also in attendance to offer help and advice to residents.
Sustainable Hertfordshire updates
Sowing wildflowers for our pollinators
Our Countryside and Rights of Way Service has been continuing work in partnership with district councils to create wildflower meadows across Hertfordshire this autumn. Areas within North Hertfordshire, St Albans and East Herts were identified as being suitable for sowing wildflowers in Green Space Opportunities audits in 2020 and 2021. These areas have been carefully chosen so that they do not impact existing facilities. There were 20 sites identified for wildflower meadow creation this autumn, with another eight sites in East Hertfordshire to follow in Spring 2024
HertsLynx expands into Hertford and Ware
HertsLynx, the on-demand bus service that has been serving residents in east and north Hertfordshire since September 2021, is expanding into Hertford, Ware and surrounding villages. Two additional minibuses are being launched into the service, including the service’s first Electric Vehicle (EV) bus.
The Local Nature Recovery Strategy is underway in Hertfordshire
The Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership (HNRP), the partnership responsible for creating the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) had it’s first meeting in October. There was enthusiasm from Steering Group members to meet monthly to keep the momentum going on the project and the Steering Group is now finalising a project timeline and comprehensive engagement plan for publication in January 2024. 
Public consultation demonstrates strong support for Hertfordshire Essex Rapid Transit (HERT) Nearly two thousand people responded to our public consultation around the Hertfordshire Essex Rapid Transport scheme, with 75 per cent supporting or strongly supporting the scheme. The scheme could help improve air quality and reduce carbon emissions by reducing the number of journeys made by car road by providing a reliable public transport route.
‘Let’s clear the air’ agency celebrated with awards win
Magpie Creative, the agency which supported the delivery of our ‘Let’s clear the air’ communications campaign, was awarded ‘Best work by an agency/freelancer’ at the Comms2point0 UnAwards. The award is a recognition of the fantastic use of behaviour change theory and evaluation that went into the campaign.

Trees not just for Christmas as thousands of Hertfordshire residents take part in green fingered giveaway
Thousands of green fingered Hertfordshire residents are playing their part in tackling climate change by taking up the offer of free trees from Hertfordshire’s Your Tree Our Future scheme.
Over 4,300 people arranged to collect more than 74,000 trees at twelve pick-up points across the county on Saturday 9 December. The trees are made up of species selected for their suitability for Hertfordshire’s geography and climate. Over 58,000 of them will go on to form nearly 10km of hedgerow, which has positive benefits for wildlife looking for shelter and food. It is expected that the trees could take close to 125,000 tonnes of carbon out of the atmosphere if they reach full maturity.  
The giveaway has been delivered by a partnership of Hertfordshire County Council and Hertfordshire’s district and borough councils, as well as local charity Growing People. Herts FullStop provided its facilities and logistical expertise to help prepare and deliver the trees to the relevant pick-up points across the county.
The tree giveaway is just one of the ways the county council hopes to deliver on its Tree and Woodland Strategy, which outlines plans to establish 1.8m new trees in Hertfordshire by 2030.
Adopted in 2022, the county council has already helped establish 213,473 trees since declaring a climate emergency. This has been achieved in part through appointing two dedicated Woodland Creation Officers, to deliver planting schemes including 600 trees at Aldenham Country Park, 1,780 at Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary, and 10,000 in Abbots Langley in partnership with Watford Community Housing Trust.
Councillor Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for the Environment at Hertfordshire County Council said:
“We are thrilled that the Your Tree Our Future scheme continues to go from strength-to-strength, with an additional 27,000 trees given away this year compared to last year’s total. The fact that so many residents from across Hertfordshire have taken part in this scheme is a testament to the positive benefits of trees on the physical and mental wellbeing of our communities, as well as for our environment.”
 “We have already delivered more than the 100,000 trees we planned at the start of this project and look forward to next year when we hope even more residents will take part.”
Anyone looking to take part in the Your Tree Our Future scheme can sign up to receive an email when the window re-opens in Summer 2024 at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/yourtree
Donate an unused bike to someone who needs it
Colleagues from our Active and Safer Cycling Team are working in partnership with the Herts Disability Sports Foundation and Hertford Cycle Hub, to accept bikes of all sizes, conditions and makes. The team will take the bike in, service it and pass it on to a new home that would really appreciate a bike. Just pop along with the bike you’d like to donate to the rear of County Hall, Hertford, on Wednesday 13 December between 8am and 1pm to donate your bike(s). Please note; this event is for county council staff and councillors only, so please do not share this with your communities. 
Relight my fire? Investigating the true cost of wood burning stoves
Global Action Plan, the agency behind Clean Air Day and Clean Air Night, hosted a webinar which explained the details of recent economic research comparing the cost of heating your home through burning wood, gas boilers and heat pumps. Watch the recording of the webinar and start busting myths around the cost of burning wood in our homes.
Clean Air Night content is now available
The county council is supporting the first ever Clean Air Night, a campaign aimed at raising awareness around the impact of burning wood in our homes by debunking myths around cost, the environment and health. Find out more about the campaign, and if you’d like to share these messages on your own communications channels, content is now available to download. 
Explore the new Historic Environment web viewer 
The Historic Environment Record (HER) viewer for Hertfordshire has now launched. This has been a joint project between the LEADS (Landscape, Ecology, Archaeology, Design Sustainability) team and the GIS team, with support from a Graduate Management Trainee. This viewer provides access to resources relating to archaeological sites, finds and historic monuments within Hertfordshire. Clicking on an icon will give you information about buildings and sites, from finds of prehistoric flint tools, medieval castles, and pillboxes from the Second World War. This is a great way for Hertfordshire residents and staff to connect to their local area and their past. Please spread the word about this wonderful resource, and take a look at our other GIS maps.

Cleaner air seminar for members: Thursday 29 February 2024
The Cleaner Air project team is hosting a seminar for county and district and borough councillors. The seminar gives an opportunity to find out what's happening in this agenda from officers and external experts including hearing from Global Action Plan around the Clean Air Night campaign. To book onto the reserve list please respond to the email invite previously sent out or email cleaner.air@hertfordshire.gov.uk.  Spaces are now limited.
For more information about any of the items in this newsletter, email sustainable@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
Visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/sustainability for all our external facing sustainability updates.
Plans put into gear for first electric buses in Hertfordshire
Bus journeys across the county are set to become greener as Hertfordshire County Council and bus operator Uno reach agreement to phase out part of their diesel fleet and introduce 27 new electric buses.
The first new bus is scheduled to be in service during 2024, with all 27 in operation by 2026, travelling on routes in the Hatfield, St Albans and Welwyn Garden City areas.
The Zero Emission Bus Regional Areas (ZEBRA) scheme is a Central Government initiative, funded by the Department for Transport (DfT), to help local transport authorities introduce zero emission buses, together with the infrastructure needed to support them.
The County Council, in partnership with Uno, have been able to agree a business plan following the withdrawal of a previous operator which will see Hertfordshire’s bus fleet become more environmentally sustainable.
In addition to their environmental credentials, the new electric buses will:
1. Provide enhanced comfort, quieter operation and a smoother journey;
2. Improve reliability given the reduced maintenance requirements;
3. Provide savings due to the cost-effective nature of electric buses in comparison to traditional diesel counterparts.
Speed and Volume updates etc
	Eastwick Village
	
	Traffic Speed and Volume Surveys
	Surveys Completed – 
Data to be analysed
	Surveys Completed – Data to be analysed

	Acorn Street
	Hunsdon
	Traffic Speed and Volume Surveys (Three Devices)
	
	Completed
	Completed December 2023

	Pye Corner
	Gilston
	Footway Siding Out / Pedestrian Guardrail Replacement
	Completed

	
	
	
	

	High Street
	Hunsdon
	20 MPH School Advisory Signs - Design
	
	Ordered

	Burntmill Lane  
	Gilston
	Vegetation Clearance
	Ordered


Reserve List Schemes for 2024/25
	Burntmill Lane
	Gilston
	Signage  

	Acorn Street
	Hunsdon
	Road Sign Improvements
	Ringway

	Acorn Street
	Hunsdon
	Traffic Measures
	Ringway

	The Homesteads
	Hunsdon
	Footway / Carriageway Improvements


		++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Eastwick and Gilston Parish Council – District Councilor report
East Herts Grants - deadline 22nd January 2024
East Herts grants are issued to voluntary and community groups, not-for-profit organisations, faith groups, and town and parish councils for activities that build stronger, more connected, self-reliant communities, leading to improved health and wellbeing outcomes for residents in East Herts.
Applicants have a choice of three different grants in 2023/24 (£300-3000). These are:
· Community Grants
· Cultural Activities Grants
· Environmental Sustainability Grants

https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-and-health/east-herts-grants-guidelines-and-application-202324
The environmental grants can be for things as simple as LED lightbulbs, insulation, TRVs, draught exclusion etc. 
Wildflower Meadow Creation Sites in East Hertfordshire
The Countryside Management Service (CMS), part of Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside and Rights of Way Service (CRoW) is working in partnership with East Herts District Council to carry out wildflower meadow creation at several sites in East Hertfordshire, which was due to take place in Autumn 2023 but due to ground conditions will be delayed until spring 2024.
There is an opportunity to look at areas where we could have wildflower planting and reduce grass cutting frequency.
Other items
1. Burnt Mill Lane signage – HCC seem to think that what is currently in place is satisfactory. I disagree and will keep chasing.
2. Eastwick Hall Lane Potholes – I have reported and this needs to be on the works program for this year as the road is getting dangerous. One resident has had to replace 2 tyres in the last 8 weeks. 
3. Planning permission at the back of 66/68 Eastwick Lane – I believe there have been some objections to this. If requested, I can ask for it to be called in for DMC determination.
4. Brickhouse Cottages flooding – resident has been told by HCC and Essex CC that their drains are not covered by either council. I will investigate this.
5. Concern from Eastwick residents regarding lack of signage for Eastwick village meaning there are accident near misses on the A414 as people don’t realise people slow down to take the Eastwick turning. 
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