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The Parish Council business meeting of Monday 13th May 2024. Village Hall , Pye Corner, Gilston 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr’s Bryant, Harvey,  Marx, Orson, Eric Buckmaster (CC), John Dunlop (DC), 7 members of the public. Christine Law (Clerk) in attendance.  
Cllr Buckmaster and Cllr Dunlop’s reports are attached to these minutes.
PUBLIC PARTICIPANTION	
a. Residents repeated their concerns raised at our last meeting concerning the Triangle piece of land, Gilston Lane, Gilston Park, currently for sale. Cllr Orson referred to his update message sent on 20 March via WhatsApp– (see appendix 1 attached to these minutes). 
It was asked if the Parish Council could assist funding purchase of this land. The Parish Council would need a comprehensive proposal to be submitted to consider this possibility and given the possible scale of the expenditure would require a parish referendum to reach a conclusion.
b. Footpaths – Concerns were raised that footpath 17 had been blocked by excavation works in preparation for future development.  This will be raised with Knight Frank in the first instance who are responsible for Estate Management on behalf of the landowner Places for People.

BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.20PM
Anthony Bickmore Chair of Hunsdon, Eastwick & Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group [HEGNPG] presented his annual report.  Cllr Orson thanked Anthony for the group’s hard work on our behalf. The HEGNPG is sponsored and mandated by Eastwick & Gilston and Hunsdon Parish Councils to represent their interests in District Plan and Neighbourhood Plan matters.
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a) Cllr Wightwick

2) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a) None

3) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) Minutes of the Parish Council Business Meeting of 11th March 2024 proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Marx with one slight amendment:
i) Original Point 87 c - Grant funded purchase of extra chairs and tables has gone through. approve by a grant is still outstanding.
ii) Proposed - Stansted Airport Community Fund kindly awarded the Village Hall funds to purchase additional chairs, table, and trollies.  
They were then signed as a true record by chairman Cllr Orson.

4) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks report to the Council of accounts summary.  (attached).  
b) HAPTC invoice for £543.20 annual membership was agreed and Clerk will pay by bank transfer.
c) D-Day commemoration.  It has been asked if the council would make a grant of £500.00 towards this community event.  This was agreed.
d) Zurich Insurance is now due at the sum of £257.60.  This was agreed.
e) Investment Account – To be carried over until next meeting.
All items proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey.  

5) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS
a) Grassland, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/1110/FUL – Retrospective change of use of buildings A (Class e). B (class B8), c (Class B8), D (Class B8), E (Class B8) and F (Class E). Awaiting decision.
b) 66 Eastwick Road, Eastwick – 3/23/2165/FUOL – Erection of two storey detached dwelling with associated access, parking, and landscaping. Has been refused.
c) Channocks Farm, Gilston – 3/24/0127/HH – erection of cart lodge building to accommodate garage for 3 vehicles, domestic storage, workshop and covered log and beehive store.  Has been granted.
d) The Old Rectory, Gilston – 3/24/0068/FUL – Installation of 100 ground mounted PV Cell Solar Panels on the paddocks to the north of the Old Rectory.  Awaiting decision.
e) 66/68 Eastwick Road – E/24/0051/ENF – Without listed building consent the unauthorised demolition of a curtilage listed outbuilding. Awaiting decision.
f) 20 Terlings Avenue, Gilston – 3/24/0794/HH – Conversion of loft to habitable roof. With insertion of 2 dormer windows to front and insertion of roof lights to front and rear. Awaiting decision.
g) 2 Gilston Park House, Gilston – 3/24/0829/LBC - Removal of partition walls of two rooms adjacent to the cellar kitchen and re-open a doorway to provide access between the cellar kitchen and the basement of the main house.  Awaiting decision. 
h) Village Hierarchy Study 2024 – Cllr Harvey offered to complete on council’s behalf.  Her response is attached to minutes (Appendix 2).

6) COMMUNITY FORUM
a) The next meeting was scheduled for 12th June at the Manor of Groves, High Wych but has been cancelled.

7) PARISH PATHS
a) As Cllr Jones has resigned from the Parish Council Cllr Orson will take responsibility for the council’s interests in Parish Paths matters. Please refer enquiries regarding the footpath network to Cllr Orson.

8) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) Addressed in Anthony Bickmore’s presentation.

9) HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Harvey reported:
i)  Fiddlers Brook. - . Some work has been undertaken.
ii) Remaining issues on Gilston Lane and left towards High Wych have been reported - still no action reported yet.
iii) A site meeting was held in Eastwick on March 15th. The HCC Highways Casework manager, Richard Knight has said the following: -
On behalf of HCC’s side of things, we are putting together a CCTV and vector investigation for the existing drainage system from the A414 all the way up Eastwick Hall Lane. Due to the administration of organising the permits this can be a 3 month wait. Once we know what is required underground e will then know what plans can be made for fixing them and then make a proper remediation of the road surface. We will also be rebuilding the embankment collapse opposite the site that we rebuild a couple of years ago. However, the road surface will not be done until we know that the drainage issues on Gothenburg private ground on either side of the road have been fixed- as that issue will only damage the road surface and it would be a waste of time and resources. “. This especially applies to the pond with running stream that is situated at the top of Eastwick Hall Lane. Ellen Gill for Knight Frank has passed on the information to Places for People and advised them that the drainage issues should be resolved. There has been no further feedback on this.
iv) Some remedial work has been done to the drains in the centre of Eastwick. 
v) The lack of adequate signage to Eastwick from the A414 was reported by phone to the dept as was the inadequate lighting over the yellow box junction. No action taken or contact made by them since. - This remains the case.. but once the plans for highways begin … maybe in the autumn it may be done.  
vi) I have not been given any further information on Terlings Park though at the last meeting Rob Wightwick outlined progress with road management.
vii) Recent “Forum`” information suggests that road works along the A414 and the river crossing are being pushed back as agreement on the S106 money has still to be agreed. More details will be forthcoming once the 106 money has been agreed.
viii) Plans are scheduled throughout the year for ongoing surveys of the roads prior to works. These may result in lane closures and will create backlogs of traffic around Pyle Corner, the entrance to Terlings and of course the roundabout and the A414 and entrance to Eastwick.
ix) The only report update I have had is Ref 401003901774 mud on road-19/1/2024 We have assessed the fault and it doesn’t need attention right now. ….. received 25/04/24.

10) KNIGHT FRANK ESTATE REPORT
a) Places for People – Gilston Park Estate – Knight Frank Management Update 13/05/2024
i) Flooding - Following the meeting held on-site on March 15, 2024, KF is liaising with contractors on behalf of Places for People. The primary objective is to clear the blocked road drains located on Eastwick Hall Lane. In relation to the Fiddlers Brook, approval from the Environment Agency is currently pending. Upon receipt of approval, PFP will their consultants Aecom to arrange a temporary diversion.
ii) Repairs and Maintenance - KF has coordinated on behalf of PFP repair works for the fencing leading to the River Stort and Eastwick Road. Furthermore, PFP is underway with repairing the bench at the entrance to Black Hut Wood.
iii) Survey Work - Intrusive surveys are currently in progress. The archaeological work is primarily taking place around Eastwick Lodge Business Park. The initial demolition phase of the agricultural buildings located within the business park has commenced.
iv) Rights of Way, Access, Trespass & Security - In light of the significant fly-tipping incident at the airfield earlier this year, measures are being taken to enhance site security and access. A comprehensive update on the security strategy will be provided by KF upon finalisation.
v) Update on Tree Safety Inspection - The Tree Safety Inspection (TSI) works will be ongoing throughout 2024. A total of 24 trees across the estate will be inspected and maintained for safety and general upkeep. Any new defects identified in the trees during the inspections will be noted. The project will predominantly concentrate on high-priority areas including road frontages, public areas, and properties in the vicinity.
vi) Key Contacts - For general enquiries regarding Estate property or land please contact the managing KF Agents on the below details:
· Freddie Sandercock - Freddie.sandercock@knightfrank.com
· Henry McNeil Wilson - Henry.mcneilwilson@knightfrank.com
· Phoebe Hingston – Phoebe.hingston@knightfrank.com
· Ellen Gill – Ellen.gill@knightfrank.com
· Our office number has changed to: 01223 972 916

11) NEW HOMES BONUS / INVESTMENT INTEREST
a) Aerial Photographs –Cllr Marx will consult councillors on requirements for making the aerial photographs available to residents.

12) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Harvey reported as Treasurer that the Hall’s finances remain in balance.
i) Car park - there are issues with the lighting -these are currently being addressed. -The electrician has been tardy with the work but will complete soon. All payments for Carparking use have been received and those with disability badges have paid half price.
ii) Despite completed solar power we have not yet see any electricity savings. Some hall leavers seem to be leaving on heating. This will in part be addressed by a new plug and app to be fitted by electrician.
iii) The probation service made a good effort at clearing the front of the hall and painting front railings and seat and cleaning steps. Further work will be done on railings and inside the hall next month. We will need to pay for the paint and brushes.
iv) We have secured a grant for Adam Howard to arrange new classes for the hall and are awaiting further information.
v) We may need to conduct some fund-raising activities. Though apart from those mentioned there are no huge bills expected in this year.
vi) Our bookings clerk has started a Facebook page, and we will continue plans for a web page in the coming months.

13) CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Stansted Airport Night Flights Consultation.  Cllr Bryant has responded on behalf of the Parish Council.
b) Cllr Bryant has noticed in the National Newspaper later in the year a photo of King Charles will be on sale and proposed that the Parish Council should obtain one for the Village Hall.

14) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.
a) None.

15) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA.
a) None

16) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Date of next meeting is Monday 8th July 2024 –   Parish Council Business Meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.45pm


Appendix 1
Update on “Triangle” of Land posted on behalf of Cllr Orson on WhatsApp group 20th March 2024.

Update on the “triangle” of land that was discussed at our recent PC meeting.

See separate maps, these are the parcels of land for the “triangle” and surrounding area that was discussed at our recent PC meeting.  It seems that the verges along Gilston Lane would be Highways property and the verges and road surrounding the other two sides of the “triangle” are part of privately owned road area separate from the “triangle”.

If the landowner wants to access Gilston lane from their land they will need to apply for EHDC Planning consent that would also require HCC Highways agreement.  The Parish Council as a statutory consultee and residents would have the opportunity to comment on the application.  The landowner will also have to apply for EHC Planning consent for consultation of any building or change of use.

The Parish Council has made direct contact with the landowner who advises that the land is still for sale and there are currently no prospective purchasers.

The Parish Council has also contacted the Police regarding damage to the recently erected fencing and gates on this land and been informed that the landowner will need to report damage to their property themselves if they want the Police to act.


			
Appendix 2
Village Hierarch Study 2024 – Parish Council’s response.
Subject: Eastwick Profile-mail sent by Cllr Harvey
﻿I hope you can take these comments as I am unable to add to the profile that was sent. If you can send it to me in a working format I can add to that if you wish.

1.Map - the red circle merely encompasses what is deemed to be a settlement. The Parish of Eastwick expands well beyond the red line and includes land and development to the left of the A414 as far as the Plume of Feathers. Some houses on Pye Corner can be identified as being in Eastwick. Brick House cottages to the right of the entrance to Hunsdon from the A414 are part of Eastwick. 

2. Profile-
Primary facilities- whilst within the parish of Gilston the “Village Hall “ in Gilston was given to the people of Eastwick& Gilston Parish and as such is a facility for Eastwick also. It is not very far from the boundary of Eastwick Parish.
Secondary facilities-
You seem to have ignored the development of small businesses at Eastwick Hall Farm. 
This provides employment: -
A-The main tenant has a business offering agricultural services and heavy-duty machinery where needed on local farms and employs staff. The farm also sublets to a sign writing business, and to a car servicing business. A scaffolding firm has also worked from there and landscape services certainly seem to park there. So there is employment. 
B- A charity hires a field and stables along  Eastwick Hall Lane which provides horse riding for the disabled. 
C- There is a clay pigeon shooting club that operates from the field to the left of the bridleway also on Eastwick Hall Lane.
D-Whilst it is not encompassed on your map outline there are vets within the old premises of Eastwick Lodge farm which employ a number of veterinary nurses and vets. 
E - The land developers - PfP will be and already have some offices on this land. 

F-Bus services . This seems to be unclear. I presume because answers can only be yes or no . However, to be clear there are no bus services whatsoever within the boundaries of the Parish of Eastwick. There is a bus stop at the Railway station - a stop that takes people into Harlow at 1.1 miles 
Another bus stop is on Zelensky avenue towards the A414 and takes people into Ware- approx. 1 mile.
G- Train Services-
The train station is 1.1 miles on foot from the centre of Eastwick. It is indeed walkable and if the footpaths and hedges were better maintained and signage was better the disabled could use scooters  etc as there is a path all the way. There is parking for cars and cycles at the station and a taxi rank . 
Regards, Linda Harvey , parish councillor, Eastwick. 

			----------------------------------------------------








E Buckmaster County Councillor Report May 2024
Increased Rainfall and area wide flooding
While the consistent feature is more frequent/persistent heavy rainfall the causes and impacts depend on local features , geography, run off from land and maintenance, or lack of, ditches and watercourses, and gullies and drains.
Sawbridgeworth Highways flooding The focus on jetting known areas of flooding, along with pressurising Thames Water to clear a long term blockage has resulted in the system largely coping with the recent wet weather. Spellbrook A1184 still experiences partial flooding from run off from land and needs further consideration
Eastwick and Gilston Existing Flooding
Gilston Lane Following persistent complaining from me, and district and parish councillors the land owner Places for People came up with the following response…..
The issues which may be exacerbating the flooding, broadly speaking, these relate to trees growing into the river channel and the concrete retaining wall which are impeding the flow of water. PfP have discussed the existing trees with residents at various consultation events and meetings with the NPG. There is of course the option to remove these mature trees but PfP have always been hesitant to do given they form an important feature of the site and we want to retain as many trees as possible in future. The residents we have discussed this with share that view and would prefer to see an alternative solution. We have also been advised that removal of the trees, could make the situation worse with tree roots causing the banks to collapse further. 
Regarding the collapsed retaining wall which has become worse in recent months, from PfPs perspective this is a highways structure which is adjacent to the road and supports the bank from being under mined by the river. Historically PfP have raised this with Highways at HCC who have suggested that wall belongs to PfP. Ownership is a key consideration in this regards and through riparian ownership believe the wall is owned by HCC. Whilst to PfP it seems logical that a wall which supports the road and directs the river channel along it, is a highways structure I’m not sure this is a point we will agree anytime soon. With that in mind the question becomes, what can PfP do to mitigate these issues irrespective of the ownership.
What are PfP currently investigating? Firstly, PfP are seeking permission from the EA to clear the channel of debris. We are hoping to do this as soon as possible but notwithstanding the weather and water level to aid the existing flow. 
 The longer-term proposal is to divert the brook along this section to a more sinuous course within the field to the west. Currently, this would cut through the field and would need to be far enough west to avoid the existing tree roots. It is estimated the cut would need to be approximately 2 to 2.5m deep to match bed levels both upstream (north) and downstream (south). The proposal for the Enhancement Plan will require further studies and agreements with the Environment Agency (EA) over a period of Time. This requires the planning permission to be granted, Strategic Landscape Masterplan to be approved and Reserved matters submitted and approved. 
 PfP are therefore considering a temporary diversion route is put forward for discussion with the EA which would consist of a shallower ‘overflow ditch’ with the invert level set at half the depth of the existing Fiddlers Brook channel. This will allow the natural habitat of the existing Fiddlers Brook to be maintained during normal flow conditions. As and when the flows within the brook increase and start to back up to the point whereby they may potentially flood Gilston Lane, the flood flows would be diverted along the alignment of the temporary overflow ditch and routed around the current restrictions within the watercourse to a point where the watercourse runs freely. This alignment brings the temporary route between the existing watercourse and associated vegetation and also away from the proposed Enhancement Plan alignment which will allow this to be designed and approved separately, follow obtaining the appropriate consents. The proposal has been designed as per the below:

 PfP and our consultant, Aecom, will be liaising with the Environmental Agency (EA) regarding the necessary permissions to undertake routine maintenance to the watercourse and also associated with the construction of a temporary channel mentioned above.  We hope to have a response from the EA within 8 weeks, on the correct permissions, and a permit can take up to a further 8weeks to obtain. It maybe that the temporary solution is not acceptable or workable and therefore we will need to explore alternatives and moving to the permanent solution but until we have a response from the EA, we cannot make any decisions. 
 I would also point out that whatever solution is agreed upon, PfP cannot undertake the works until late summer at the earliest when the ground is at its driest to allow machinery to work within the flood zone. PfP however, are progressing this at our own cost, to work with the community to improve a long standing issues and, one where are also attempting to balance a number of conflicting issues……
Eastwick Hall Lane . The lane is in a very bad condition. Highways will undertake some investigations using cctv, however repairs to the road, in common with Gilston lane, can only be undertaken once the drainage issues on the PfP land are addressed otherwise the surface will continue to be undermined. I am asking one of our engineers who visited the site to provide a more specific time frame. On asking Places for People on addressing their responsibilities the following response cam from Will Sendell……..
PfP are aware of the problem and liaising with the relevant parties as appropriate. We have two contractors who are pricing the works to clear ponds and ditches. We will also need to seek the relevant permissions, most likely from the EA and LLFA. We will be liaising with the selected contractor to manage this process. Given the nature of the ponds and ditches we are expecting there will be ecology requirements. 
Burnt Mill Lane
Work has been undertaken to add reflective posts and repaint road signage. Also cutting back of vegetation. I believe the repair of the bridge is Essex Highways and I’ll ask them via Ringway when the temporary barriers can be replaced through a proper repair.

Hertford Theatre New Name-Beam A secret I kept for about 18 months. I’m delighted to see the new facility nearly ready to open with acts already booked to the end of the year. A project I worked on for about six years with the former leader of the council. Delays over Covid, and substantial construction inflation increased the cost from around £20m to £30m and several requests to Council to support the increases. However the increased Theatre capacity plus café and three cinemas will turn it from loss making previously to positive revenue. A facility to build from scratch would now be about £60m and was possible at £30m because the land and core theatre already existed. It will be a great regional facility.
Simpler recycling
The Government has announced changes to the way recycling is collected in England. Measures include households being able to put recyclables in one bin and councils being able to co-collect food and garden waste. Cllr Darren Rodwell, environment spokesperson for the LGA, said: "We are pleased the Government has listened to the LGA and decided to allow councils to retain some of the flexibilities in how waste is collected from people's homes. However, this flexibility should extend to frequency of collections in whatever way best supports communities to reduce waste and improve recycling. 

 The key points of interest for waste collection authorities are as follow: 
● Councils will retain local discretion to choose how to collect the ‘core’ recyclables how they see best, including where councils operate kerbside-sort systems. 
● All local councils will be required to provide a weekly food waste collection to all property types by 31st March 2026. We expect councils to receive a s.31 notice of capital funding by the end of 2023. 
● Proposals for free garden waste collections have been scrapped – as have plans to cap councils’ charges. However, all properties including flats will be able to request this service. 
● The government will also consult on a statutory requirement for councils to collect residual waste every fortnight. This document rules out compensating councils for costs incurred moving from three-weekly collections back to fortnightly.  The document indicates that fortnightly collections should not be treated as a minimum - though introducing weekly residual collections alongside food waste collections would be counterintuitive and incur unnecessary expense. 

● Kerbside collections of soft plastics and microfilms will be required to start by 31st March 2027. 
● Recyclables and food waste must be presented separately by non-domestic properties by 31st March 2025 – with proposals to widen this to include charity shops, places of worship and hostels. 
● New burdens funding will only be provided for weekly food waste collections, based on modelled costs. This will cover capital expenditure (vehicles and containers), initial transitional costs, resource costs (for vehicle re-routing and communications) and ongoing service costs. 
East Herts Proposals for Waste Collection include:
· Three weekly black bin collection and smaller capacity
· Fortnightly mixed recyclable’s collection
· Fortnightly chargeable garden waste collection
· Fortnightly fibre/paper and card collection
· Weekly food waste collection.
Winter Season and Gritting summary. 1st May marks the end of the Winter Season so our gritting crews are officially no longer on winter standby until 1st October 2024
In total we carried out 38 gritting runs across the season, which is the lowest total for 10 years, and the second lowest total we have on record since our record keeping began in 2006/7. By comparison last year we carried out a total of 80 runs, and our yearly average remains around 55 runs per season. 
The season was largely dominated by wind and rain which still caused plenty of headaches for the highway service in terms of flooding, fallen debris and pothole damage. But colder spells were less common. 20 of the 38 gritting runs came in January alone 
In summary there are two broad trends that we are seeing with Winter Season’s in Hertfordshire (and the wider UK), which is that generally Winter is becoming more mild, but that the cold snaps we do get are tending to be very cold when they arrive. 
The team processed nearly 400 Winter Self-Help salt orders which included a record number of schools applying this year, along with nearly 100 new salt bins assessed, approved and placed on the network. 
We will now enter a period of review for the season. We continued our trial of using a cycleway gritter on a handful of Active Travel Links this year, along with mixing our own salt brine solution in one of the depots so the review will include looking at how successful each of these proved.
The Winter Self-Help and Salt Bins Schemes will likely run again for 2024/25 so we will be in touch regarding dates for applications. I anticipate timelines being similar to the usual; applications in the mid-late summer and roll-out in the autumn as we move into the next Winter Season.
if you have any questions relating to the Winter Service use the winterselfhelp@hertfordshire.gov.uk email address where one of the team can pick it up.
Free school meals children to receive holiday food vouchers
Hertfordshire children who receive free school meals will benefit from food vouchers during the end of term holidays.  Hertfordshire County Council’s £6.17million household support fund will aim to ensure no child goes hungry during the school breaks. The programme has jointly been devised by the council’s children's services and adult care services teams after the local authority secured the funding from the DWP. According to the council’s report, schools will contact parents and carers already in receipt of free school meals directly to inform them they are entitled to vouchers.
Hertfordshire parents risk fines if they take children out of school for holidays when tougher stance implemented
As reported by Hemel Today, parents in Hertfordshire will no longer be able to take their children out of school for a week-long holiday without risking a fine, when new national guidance comes in to force in August. Currently parents of children in Hertfordshire can receive a fine – or fixed penalty notice – if they are absent from school for 15 half-day sessions or more in a 12-month period. And that has meant parents could take their children on cheaper term-time holidays for a week every year – equivalent to 10 half-day sessions – without facing a penalty. But from August schools will be required to consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more sessions for “unauthorised reasons”.
Comms team action: Statement issued
Under 11s school places announced for 2024
Nearly 90 percent of Hertfordshire children have been allocated a place at their most preferred primary school.
Of the 13,198 applications for reception places received for Hertfordshire children, 11,763 have been allocated their first ranked primary school. Over 98 per cent (12,973) were allocated one of their preferred schools.
Evolving care in Hertfordshire: A unified approach to family health  In Hertfordshire, Health Visiting (HV) and Family Support Services (FSS) collaborate to provide a broad range of services central to delivering the Healthy Child Programme. Health visiting teams focus on the children’s health and development while the family support services offer enhanced family wellbeing, also addressing wider social determinants of health. Together this is known locally as the Family Centre Service (FCS). 
One of the key challenges locally is ensuring that both services work in harmony to identify, support, and refer mental health needs effectively from the antenatal period through to school age. The recruitment and retention of a skilled workforce remains a national concern, prompting Hertfordshire to seek more innovative strategies
The solution In response to national workforce and recruitment challenges, Hertfordshire County Council and public health nursing are working with University of Hertfordshire to build working partnerships with student nurses currently in training. This would create a route to successfully place students into the service and retain or employ these students following qualification. They are also actively promoting nursing as a profession through school nurses within Years 11, 12 and 13 through talks and small campaigns with the aim of building the workforce.
An example of where the services are trying to align is the strong integration between midwifery, health visitors and family support workers to co-deliver antenatal programmes. This includes Preparing for Parenthood classes for expectant parents as well as Pregnancy Circles (currently a pilot), which means families can access all their antenatal care in one place.
Further, Hertfordshire’s SEND health visiting leads work with the FSS SEND coordinators, which is a collaborative and active effort to integrate teams and promote good practice. SEND health visitors hold smaller caseloads supporting up to 20 complex families acting as system navigators linking them into other health services.
If any emerging needs are picked up during developmental reviews, such as speech and language issues which are facilitated through ELIM, the leads can refer directly to paediatricians, speech and language therapy and offer to directly work with the family. This includes supporting the transition process into school. SEND health visiting leads sit on the Institute of Health Visiting (IHV) Advisory Group and have both a voice and influence in parliament and have played a vital role in supporting and developing local SEND development pathways for families.
Both the public health nursing team and family support service are fully trained in Mental Health First Aid and are able to recognise early and signpost mental health needs, referring to the perinatal community team and other relevant services where required. The health visiting service is also piloting extending mental health screening to fathers as part of the 6–8-week postnatal check.
A record 271 Hertfordshire residents join Mass Health Walk
May is National Walking Month and earlier this week, 271 residents joined a Mass Health Walk across 17 different locations around Hertfordshire. The record number of participants included nine new walkers who joined Hertfordshire Health Walks for the first time on Wednesday. The walks were led by friendly volunteers, who in total provided 13,000 hours to Hertfordshire Health Walks in 2023. Volunteers are trained to Ramblers UK standard and are on hand to support walkers, whatever their experience.
Hertfordshire Health Walks are a great opportunity to meet new people whilst keeping active. From 20–30-minute flat walks with regular stops to moderate hills with faster pace, all the way through to 5–6-mile progression walks, there’s a Hertfordshire Health Walk for everyone, regardless of fitness level.
To find your nearest Hertfordshire Health Walk, visit the Health Walk website.
If you’re interested in sharing your passion for walking, you can join our team of 200+ volunteers. For more information and to apply to become a Health Walk volunteer, visit the website or contact the Health Walk Team by calling 01992 555888 or email healthwalks.cms@hertfordshire.gov.uk.
If you are looking to get active, but walking isn’t possible for you, visit our Keep Active pages to find out about other free ways to get moving in Hertfordshire.
Hertfordshire’s first Breastfeeding Friendly scheme
The Children and Young People’s Public Health team is excited to report that Hertfordshire’s first Breastfeeding Friendly scheme is now live! 
Although many mums are comfortable breastfeeding in public, some feel shy or unable to relax. Research shows that things like awkward seating, lack of changing space, not-so-nice comments or looks from others, make some people avoid the situation.
The Breastfeeding Friendly scheme is all about getting businesses on board to help them ensure that breastfeeding mums feel welcomed and comfortable in their premises. Breastfeeding out and about needs to be a positive experience and our hope is that the more welcomed parents feel, the more common-place and positive breastfeeding becomes. See here why it is so important for their health. 
Our new film highlighting the views of local mums is also now available at: www.Hertfordshire.gov.uk/BFHertsOutandAbout
Members are invited to share this information with any businesses they know and would like to see signed up to this scheme. 
Find out more at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/breastfeedingfriendly or email breastfeedingfriendly@hertfordshire.gov.uk if you have any questions or would like to share any business contacts that we can invite to sign-up.
Easter school holiday programme supports young people to be happier and healthier
More than 200 young people aged 13 to 16 joined the Services for Young People (SfYP) Easter 2024 school holiday programmes in April. The sessions took place over four days throughout Hertfordshire and were fully booked. The programmes offered a range of activities to support physical and mental health and encourage healthy lifestyle choices for young people eligible for benefits-related free school meals.  
Young people’s conference inspires young people to speak up and be heard
The Services for Young People Young People’s Conference on 18 April focused on the young LGBT+ community, inspiring young people from across the county to get their voices heard locally and nationally. More than 70 young people heard from four speakers, who shared their own experiences and answered a wide range of questions. They also had the opportunity to meet Annie Brewster JP, the newly appointed High Sheriff of Hertfordshire, who attended and opened the event.
Violent crime awareness events help keep young people safe
SfYP took part in three violent crime awareness events across Hertsmere, Three Rivers and Watford over the last three months to help highlight the devastating consequences of knife crime and increase awareness of how SfYP helps young people to stay safe. SfYP Youth Workers hosted a stall at each event to network with partner agencies and raise awareness of the support we offer to young people around violent crime, antisocial behaviour, criminal exploitation and gang culture. By engaging with SfYP youth work projects, young people are supported to make positive life choices and contribute to creating safer communities for everyone.
			












Eastwick & Gilston Parish Council – District Councillor report May 2024
NHS and ICB update 6th June
EHDC Councillors will receive an update from the NHS ICB on 6th June. I will table questions regarding the delayed date for the PAH replacement to 2032 and what changes are intended to support the new population on the Gilston Park Estate.
Burnt Mill lane signage
The oncoming traffic priority signage and warning bollards have been put in place at the bottom of Burnt Mill Lane. The armco has been replaced by a water filled barrier. 
Eco Hubs
A review of the Eco Hubs is taking place in May. There will be one at the Hunsdon Village Fete on the 29th June. It is a chance to talk to experts on insulation, solar panels and heat pumps.
Hertford Theatre re-launches as BEAM  
BEAM, a new multi-purpose arts and culture venue in Hertford, will open its doors in August following a £30m redevelopment that has taken place over the last three years.
The venue, now fully accessible, will offer live theatre, dance and music, first-release cinema and community outreach. Amenities include:
•    Three bespoke cinema screens allowing screenings of newly released films
•    A main auditorium with seating for 550
•    A studio theatre with seating for 150
•    A new dance studio
•    A riverside café and an additional upstairs bar for cinema goers
•    A community room
You can visit the BEAM’s website here www.beamhertford.co.uk
Upcoming Community Governance Reviews
The Electoral Services team will be writing to all Town and Parish Clerks in the next few weeks to let them know that East Hertfordshire District Council are planning on conducting a Community Governance Review (CGR) starting in July 2024.
CRGs are a legal process under which District Council and Unitary Authorities can:  
Create new parishes
Change parish boundaries
Merge or group parishes
Ward parishes
Change the number of parish councillors
 A report was presented to Council in July 2023 for approval for a CRG in the following areas: Ware, Wareside, Thundridge and the area surrounding the Rush Green roundabout. Before we progress these reviews, we would like to hear from all town/parish councils to see if they would like to be included. A report will be going to Full Council on 24 July 2024 to ask for approval to start the review and once we have a start date, we will formally write to Town and Parish Clerks, District and County Councillors and other stakeholders to let them about the review and how to submit comments and proposals.
Arts in East Herts
Arts in East Herts, an exciting new EHC initiative to boost participation in the arts and cultural activities, was announced last week. Running through September and October 2024, it will showcase the rich artistic and cultural tapestry of East Herts through exhibitions, performances and workshops.
Individual artists and crafts people, along with arts organisations ranging from the visual and performing arts and artisan crafts through to galleries, museums and heritage sites, are being invited to take part.
Participating organisations will be able to apply for financial support of up to £1,000 to help fund either a one-off event or a series of taster sessions, performances or other activities. These grants are being made available through the UKSPF.
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