EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN									              PARISH CLERK
MARK ORSON								           CHRISTINE LAW
89 PYE CORNER	  					                          9 CHURCH COTTAGES
GILSTON					             				                          GILSTON
NR HARLOW						 			                  NR HARLOW
HERTS CM20 2RD 							                       HERTS CM20 2RH
TELEPHONE 01279 453257					                     TELEPHONE 01279 411646
Email: mark.orson@outlook.com 		                               Email: christine.law2@btinternet.com

To all Councillors
Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Parish Council which will be on Monday 9th September 2024 at 8.00pm for the purpose of transacting the business set out in the Agenda below. 

C.A. Law	C A Law  		Clerk to the Parish Council	 	2nd September 2024
_____________________________________________________________

THIS IS  THE PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING
AGENDA 
PUBLIC PARTICIPTION
To invite members of the public to ask questions of the Council.  Approx. 8.00pm – 8.30pm.  We also invite the press, the police & district/county councillors to ask questions or provide reports if they so wish.
AGENDA 

BUSINESS MEETING – APPROXIMATELY 8.30PM START

A member, when declaring their personal interest in a matter must also indicate whether that interest is prejudicial and if so, must leave the room when the matter is being discussed.


33)RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

34)RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

35) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 8th July 2024 (Appendix 1)
 

          36) ACCOUNTS
a.    To receive Clerks written report to the Council of Accounts summary (Appendix 2) 
b.    Parish Online – invoice for £60.00 for years membership. To be approved by Council.
c. PKF Littlejohn LLP – invoice for audit £252.00. To be approved by Council.

37) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATION 
a. Grasslands, Pye Corner – 3/23/1110/FUL – Retrospective change to use of buildings. Amended plans.  Awaiting decision.
b. The Old Rectory, Gilston – 3/24/0068/FUL – Installation of 100 ground mounted PV Cell Solar Panels on the paddocks to the north of the Old Rectory.  Awaiting decision.
c. 2-7 Kirkpatrick Place, Gilston – 3/24/0882/FUL Replacement of 6 number Juliet balcony’s with new aluminum frame and fully glazed cantilever balcony’s.  Awaiting decision.
d. 95 Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/2463/HH – Applicant has taken application to appeal. Awaiting decision.
e. Land Adj to 66 Eastwick Road, Eastwick – 24/00065/Refuse – Applicant has taken application to appeal.  Awaiting decision
f. 17 Roseley Cottages, Eastwick – E/24/0142/ENF  structure in garden being investigated

           38)	COMMUNITY FORUM
		Next meeting – 

39)	PARISH PATHS
a. Cllr Orson report attached (Appendix 3).

40) 	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a. Report to be given by Cllr Bryant

           41) 	HIGHWAYS
a. Report to be given by Cllr Harvey 

42) 	KNIGHT FRANK
a. Report 
           43) 	NEW HOMES BONUS / INVESTMENT INTEREST
A. Aerial Photographs – update to be given.
44) 	VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
a. Report to be given by Cllr Harvey

45)        OFFICAL PORTRAIT OF THE KING
	 For discussion

46)        CORRESPONDENCE 
	a. Email – Herts Connected to Social Media community groups.(Appendix 4)

47) 	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY

48) 	ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA

49) 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
i. Date of next meeting – Monday 11th November 2024  -Parish Council Business Meeting.



















Appendix 3
Parish Paths Report for 9 September meeting.

A range of issues have been raised on Parish Paths matters with both Knight Frank on behalf of Places for People and Nicholas Maddex our Herts CC Access Projects Officer, Countryside and Rights of Way. See three emails below from Nicholas that provide a response and update following his meeting with Knight Frank and Places for People and a separate site visit. The actions detailed should be a significant step towards returning our parish paths network to good order. I have asked for an indication of timescales for the various works to be completed and noted that for ongoing actions that there is a dependency on the landowner and tenant farmers to comply.


Email from Nicholas Maddex dated 28 August re Eastwick and Gilston, and Hunsdon PRoWs
Hi Mark
I hope that you are well.
I had a very useful and constructive meeting with representatives of Knight Frank and Places for People last week, and I agreed that I would let you know what we agreed. Our discussions were solely around the current state of public rights of way across land which they manage, not about plans for future changes or improvements in connection with the development.
I am copying in Martyn, Carole, and Bud from Hunsdon parish council as our discussions on the reinstatement of paths relates equally to that parish, and because they and other residents of that parish may be puzzled by apparent changes close to their boundary.
There are several paths which do not currently follow on the ground the official lines on the Definitive Map, for various reasons.
Eastwick Footpath 9 legally follows a rather zigzag line across the arable fields, which I can only assume follows the course of former hedgerows or the like. While I have tacitly accepted the farmer’s clearance of crops along a more direct route in recent years, now that the area is to be developed it is important that the legal line is demarcated on the ground and that walkers are encouraged to use this. Indeed, archaeological test pitting is to start here shortly and so this is fairly urgent. I have, therefore agreed that Knight Frank should arrange for the official route to be marked out on the ground with simple fences and to be avoided by the test pits where possible.
When trees were planted adjacent to the south end of Eastwick Footpath 20 by the farmers some years ago, the plantation extended across the path by a few metres, pushing the path westwards. Again, it was not a priority then to correct this then, but it is now. Kight Frank will therefore be arranging for the trees to be cleared from the correct route and for this to be made usable. I will alter the metal signpost and wooden waymark post at either end of this section to reflect this correct route.
The small footbridge in the middle of Eastwick footpath 25 is in an incorrect location – it should be a few metres north. This has led to the path used by walkers being slightly offline. Knight Frank will arrange for simple fences to be installed to mark out the correct line but allowing for a short diversion to allow walkers to cross the current footbridge until I am able to correct its location.
Where trial trenching across Eastwick footpath 17 has resulted in the absense of a clear line of the path on the round, Knight Frank will again install simple fencing to reinstate it.
I appreciate that some walkers may be concerned about these corrections affecting the routes which they have used recently, so I should be grateful if you are able to explain to them the reasons for these.
Knight Frank have identified a number of locations where waymark posts need replacing or correcting and I will organise this work.
I explained the way in which the farmers’ reinstatement of path has not been satisfactory recently, in particular the following. It is not sufficient just to mark out the route of a path across a roughly ploughed field without levelling and firming up the whole of the appropriate width. Likewise, it is not sufficient to mark out either side of a path through crops without clearing them to the full width required in law. In the case of a public bridleway such as Cock Robin Lane (Eastwick bridleway 2/Hunsdon bridleway 19) this is 2 metres, rather than just one. These widths need to be maintained throughout the growing season, and so it is necessary either to clear a greater width at the start to allow for crops collapsing on the path later, or to return multiple times if and when necessary to again reinstate this width.
Knight Frank will arrange for the trimming back of encroaching bushes on Eastwick restricted byway 27 and where Eastwick footpath 20 goes through the hedge, as well as anywhere else where this is required.
We discussed the apparent dead end of Eastwick footpath 7 at Eastwick Hall Farm, which at some later date will need investigation and resolution. In the meantime, Knight Frank agreed to clear the vegetation which has grown up across the permissive path connecting this path to Eastwick footpath 8, making it difficult to use and to remove the derelict stile.
I hope that all this is clear, but please let me know if you have any queries
Best wishes

Email from Nicholas Maddex dated 28 August re Eastwick and Gilston PRoWs
Hi again Mark
I have finally had a chance to look through your earlier message.
As per my recent message, Knight Frank will be clearing footpath 20 where it goes through the hedge.
They have also asked me to install a waymark on footpath 17 where it meets the track, and this I will do.
I will get the vegetation here cleared.
Footpath 30 will be mown again shortly, under our regular mowing contract. I’ll see if I can get it prioritised. The same applies for the top end of footpath 31.
The rest of footpath 31 and the whole of footpath 32 used to be on this contract, but they were always under water when the contractor came to-cut them, so he couldn’t. If they are dry now, I could get a one-off cut done now. 
I hope that this covers all your points. I am grateful to you for reporting these matters
Best wishes


Email from Nicholas Maddex dated 30 August re Eastwick and Gilston PRoWs

Hi Mark
As I was passing yesterday, I inspected footpaths 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33.
Footpath 30 has now received its second cut, as has footpath 29. Footpaths 31 and 32 have also been cut, although I don’t know who by, as I have withdrawn these from our regular mowing contract. The footbridge and slope at the junction of these paths is very overgrown with low branches, etc., so I’ll get them cleared
Best wishes

===========================================================================================
 
Appendix 4 – Item 46 – correspondence
Hello,

Many Parish councils may already be aware that OWL has now been replaced with Herts Connected, a free interactive messaging service from Herts Constabulary.
For Herts Connected to reach many of the East Herts rural communities is a challenge, due to vast area of 184 square miles and the rural hamlets and villages being so remote.

I am hoping to implement a process by which all community messages that are sent out on Herts Connected are also sent out to local Social Media Community groups.
To do this, I will need your help!
I propose that each Parish has a Single Point Of Contact (SPOC) for this process to work who will be able to share each Herts Connected message sent out to their community residents with the social media community groups within their parish community. The process will also enable us to share East Herts police generated messages to social media groups to invite residents to join Herts Connected and therefore increasing the number of members throughout East Herts Rural communities. 

The messages that would be sent to communities would be, for example:
1. Inviting residents who are not on Herts Connected to join
1. Inviting residents to attend any local events held or attended by the local Neighbourhood Police Team for crime prevention advice or to report local issues (e.g coffee with a coppa, street meets…..)
1. Inviting residents to take part in any surveys that may be publicised for feedback purposes, including feedback on Policing priorities.

For this to work would need the following:

1. a SPOC from each Parish council who would be willing to repost messages on social media groups for their community
1. the SPOC would need to join (if not already) the East Herts police Facebook page.
1. the SPOC would need to have joined Herts Connected and select ‘Local Parish Council’ in the’ Other Community Groups’ section when joining. (I can assist with this)
1. the SPOC would also need to have joined the Facebook community groups in their parish to enable then to share the Herts Connected messages across.

How would it work?:

For HERTS CONNECTED messages sent from local officers:

1. Community message is posted on Herts Connected by Local officer.
1. Local officer emails Parish council SPOC to let them know what has been posted.
1. Paish council SPOC shares Herts connected message on their Parish social media groups.

For HERTS CONNECTED messages to join Herts Connected are sent from East Herts police FB page:

1. Local officers will email Parish council SPOC to let them know about the post
1. Parish council SPOC will share post on their Parish social media groups.

It is a simple and effective method to get the messages across communities and only takes a minute to do. I have already tried this method in one of the parishes to invite residents to a street meet and it had a good response.

Please can I ask you to let me know if you would like to take part in this process and if so, who the SPOC will be for your parish and their contact details please?
Could you also let me know what the social media community groups are called that you are a member of.

Many thanks
Kind regards
Leon


	PCSO Supervisor 
Leon De Bruyn 6389
Neighbourhood Policing Team
Buntingford & East Herts Rural
Mobile: 07590 459448
Non-Emergency Number: 101

herts.police.uk
Follow us @hertspolice
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