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The Parish Council business meeting of Monday 11th November 2024. Village Hall , Pye Corner, Gilston 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr’s Bryant, Harvey,  Marx, Orson, Eric Buckmaster (CC), John Dunlop (DC), 2 members of the public. Christine Law (Clerk) in attendance.  
Cllr Buckmaster and Cllr Dunlop’s reports are attached to these minutes.
PUBLIC PARTICIPANTION	
a. No questions asked.

BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.00PM
50) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a) Cllr Wightwick
51) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a) Cllr Marx – As Treasurer of the PCC a question will be asked later in the meeting.
52) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) Minutes of the Parish Council Business Meeting of 8th July 2024 proposed by Cllr Marx and seconded by Cllr Bryant. They were then signed as a true record by chairman Cllr Orson.
53) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks report to the Council of accounts summary (attached).  
b) Clerk’s Salary increase - NALC & SLCC have agreed an increase in local government pay scales with effect from 1 April 2024. It was proposed to increase the Clerk’s pay in line with these changes and award backpay.
c) Budget for 2025-2026 – the proposed budget for the next financial year and 2025-26 Parish Precept was reviewed. In previous years a contribution has been made from our Parish Precept towards our Neighbourhood Plans Group’s overall costs in representing our parishes interests on Gilston Area development matters. The Neighbourhood Plan Group funding is now considered sufficient to cover anticipated expenditure for the foreseeable future and it is proposed to make no further contributions and to reduce the Parish Precept for 2025-26 onwards. If circumstances should change this can be reviewed.  
d) Churchyard Maintenance the annual grant of £600.00 was proposed. For future reference the Parochial Church Council (PCC) were asked to provide information on their churchyard maintenance costs for our next meeting.
e) 8th May 2025 – 80th year VE Day – Cllr Bryant proposed that the Parish Council should consider sponsoring VE Day celebrations.  It was agreed that councillors should consider whether there is sufficient interest in VE day celebrations, possible events and how potential event organisers could be identified, for discussion at our January meeting. 
f) The Parish Council received a request from Rev Alison Jackson for help with funding for the maintenance of some Yew trees within St Botolph’s, Eastwick churchyard.  These trees are considered dangerous and need urgent work to make them safe.  It was proposed that a grant of £1,500.00 be made as a contribution to the overall costs. 
Items a-f were proposed by Cllr Orson and seconded by Cllr Bryant.

54) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS
a) Grassland, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/1110/FUL – Retrospective change of use of buildings A (Class e). B (class B8), c (Class B8), D (Class B8), E (Class B8) and F (Class E). Awaiting decision.
b) The Old Rectory, Gilston – 3/24/0068/FUL – Installation of 100 ground mounted PV Cell Solar Panels on the paddocks to the north of the Old Rectory.  Awaiting decision.
c) 2-7 Kirkpatrick Place, Gilston – 3/24/0882/FUL – Replacement of 6 number Juliet balcony’s with new aluminium frame and fully glazed cantilever balcony’s – Awaiting decision.
d) 95 Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/2463/HH – Has been refused by planning but applicant has gone to appeal.  Awaiting decision.
e) Land Adj. to 66 Eastwick Road, Eastwick 24/00065/Refuse. The applicant has taken this to appeal, and we are still awaiting decision.
f) 17 Roseley Cottages, Eastwick – E/24/0142/ENF structure that has been erected in the garden was being investigated.  This since has been removed and case now closed.
55) COMMUNITY FORUM
a) Cllr Bryant proposed that agenda items Community Forum and Neighbourhood Plan in future be merged under the heading Neighbourhood Development with Community Forum being a sub-heading.
b) The next Community Form is scheduled 27th November 2024 at the Manor of Groves, High Wych.  Start time 6:30pm Recommend residents to attend these events and bring their questions, concerns, etc with them. 
	Agenda 

	Drop In Sessions
An opportunity to speak to developers and Council Officers - please come along with any specific questions you would like to ask

	7pm
	Welcome by Cllr Vicky Glover-Ward (Chair)

	7.05pm 
	East Herts Local Plan 
Consideration of flooding and drainage matters in the preparation of the Local Plan and the allocation of sites

	7.30pm
	Thames Water: Approach to the provision of capacity
Developer Teams: Approach to development to build in capacity
Presentation followed by Q and A

	8.25pm
	Close



c) A Community Forum was held 25th September. Summary of what was presented: The key takeaways 
i) Dwindling number of residents attending, some voicing their poor perception of the event
ii) SLMP consultation is "completed", PfP are going through all feedback received and, in due course, will publish final "draft" along with table of feedback received and changes made or reasons why not
iii) The half hour before and after for "informal discussion" gives EHC opportunity to avoid having to answer questions they don't want to in public.  Important topics are not being openly discussed for all to hear (e.g. Jenny Pierce explaining to 1 resident why no action has yet happened with flooding on Gilston Lane - this is important for several residents who were at the CF)
iv) opportunity to "tick a box" for their (EHC) wonderful engagement
v) BenS, PfP, offering to hold joint, with NPG, open event for residents that would give more useful information.  NPG to propose the agenda. 
d) Village7 Masterplan webinar 2nd October
i) Estimate less than 30 residents attended
(1) EHC - VG-W, JohnD, EricB, Sara Saunders, Jenny Pierce
(2) PfP - Ben Stevens, James Blair, ?Charlie Ward?
(3) Meeting Places - ChrisC (leaving MP), replaced by Joel Fayers
(4) TW- Jonathan Locke, Charlie Murphy ?Cratus?
(5) NPG - Anthony, Janine
e) The presentations given by EHC and the developers can be found at https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/planning-and-building/community-forums/gilston-area-community-forum 
f) If there are any specific topics that you would like to learn more about at future CFs, please email them to: Community.Forum@eastherts.gov.uk .
g) Recommended reading – Comments Tracker found at https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/planning-and-building/community-forums/gilston-area-community-forum 
56) PARISH PATHS
c) Cllr Orson reported: 
i) Issues raised on Parish Paths matters by Nicholas Maddex our Herts CC Access Projects Officer, Countryside and Rights of Way on our behalf with Knight Frank representing Places for People: 
(1) Paths through the sugar beet are becoming blocked by growth or regrowth of sugar beet. They should be cleared to a width of at least a metre, as required by the Highways Act. More care needs to be taken in future over clearing paths through sugar beet and in keeping them clear.
ii) Other actions:
(1) HCC’s contractor has cleared the low branches from the Eastwick end of footpath 16, and from footpath where it goes through the hedge near its east end.
57) HIGHWAYS
c) Cllr Harvey reported:
i) Remaining issues on Gilston Lane and left towards High Wych were reported in April - still no action though feedback suggests arguments continue over responsibility.
ii) Some work was done on Eastwick Hall Lane drainage as it leaves A414 but not as  expected. Please see report from Eric Buckmaster. Some potholes have been flattened along the road but the last half mile into the village remains dangerous for drivers nor helped by large deposits of mud.
iii) I have not been given any information on Terlings Park.
iv) Current works in Harlow and numerous diversions to A414 have contributed to regular congestion at the A414 roundabout by Eastwick Lodge Farm. This affects everyone in Eastwick and Gilston Parish. Whilst the newly cleared footpath between Eastwick Village and Eastwick Lodge Farm as was, is much appreciated and makes walking much easier the pollution from standing cars probably makes it unadvisable.
v) Plans are scheduled throughout the year for ongoing surveys of the roads prior to works. These may result in lane closures and will create backlogs of traffic around Pye Corner, the entrance to Terlings and of course the roundabout and the A414 and entrance to Eastwick.                                                   
vi) It remains difficult to track reported works through the HCC Highways portal. 

58) NEW HOMES BONUS / INVESTMENT INTEREST
a) Aerial Photographs –Cllr Marx reported that the aerial photos of our parishes have been successfully uploaded onto the Eastwick and Gilston Community Website www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk. Additional wording has been added under Community Page giving instructions and contact information for printing the high-definition files 
59)VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
a. Cllr Harvey reported:
i. As Treasurer I can confirm that last years accounts have been uploaded to the charity commission and will be available to view. 
ii. Car park -we have decided not to increase charges for next year. We will however increase gardener input into its surrounds- including a makeover of the sleeper garden. 
iii. The hall had a free survey to assess energy efficiency on July 12. East Herts have offered us a grant to fund an air curtain at the front door and an app for distant heat controls. We are considering this. 
iv. Chair Pilates and Golden Zumba will begin, weekly this September courtesy of a grant from East Herts. It has been well attended and will continue until March. After that it is likely that Chair Pilates will continue and possibly Zumba. 
v. A fund-raising race meeting has been organized for next May. 
vi. We still look forward to a new web page for the hall. 
vii. We will be increasing hall hire by a very small amount to reflect our increased costs.  We are still less expensive than most local halls.  
b) OFFICAL PORTRAIT OF THE KING
a. This was handed over to the Village Hall Management for displaying within the Village Hall.
c) CORRESPONDENCE 
a. None.
d) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.
a. None.
e) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA.
a. Gilston Sign – Cllr Bryant – Proposal for a sign as you enter the village by Church Cottages as there is nothing to state that you are in the village of Gilston.  Need further investigation and discussion.
b. Safety Barriers, Pye Corner.
f) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a. Date of next meeting – Monday 13th January 2025  -Parish Council Business Meeting.
b. 10th March – Annual Parish Meeting – followed by Parish Council business meeting.
c. 12th May – Annual Meeting of the Council followed by business meeting
d. 14th July – Council Meeting
e. 8th September – Council Meeting (since the last meeting this date has been changed to the 15th September.)
f. 10th November – Council Meeting


Meeting closed at 9.30pm
E Buckmaster County Councillor Report No 2024 
Eastwick Hall Lane.  I expressed my consternation to officers and that of residents that the work planned in October by Ringway was only partially completed and that they left ahead of the allotted time. County officers are investigating but it seems that there was an incident of some kind. I had a call back from a local county employee member of staff that Ringway has been instructed to return and complete all of the ditching work along the lane. The date I have been given is 9th December. I’ll be keeping an eye on what they do and what impact it has on the running water.
Ditch wall Gilston Lane. As you know there is a difference of opinion as to the owner of it. Our Lead Local Flood Officer Sian, has been engaging with Highways to seek funding and authority to deal with it. 
Community input to boost Hertfordshire’s biodiversity “exceeds expectations” Over 300 potential sites identified across the county, where natural habitats can be enhanced, created or protected
Running over the summer, the events called on residents, charities and businesses to inform its Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS), in an effort to better understand where biodiversity and natural habitats could be created, enhanced or protected. Over 300 sites were put forward across Hertfordshire, providing valuable insight which can now be taken forward by technical experts to form the LNRS strategy.
HNRP is entering the next phase to develop the strategy. Technical experts, wildlife groups and landowners will analyze the insight gathered, alongside ecological data, to help shape a joined-up strategic approach to maximize nature recovery in Hertfordshire. 
Running alongside 47 other regions across England, the expert analysis will inform a detailed map of priority areas for biodiversity enhancement, to guide future restoration efforts. The user-friendly and engaging map will be shared publicly to highlight areas of habitat and biodiversity priorities.  Hertfordshire’s Countryside Rights of Way Service supports hundreds of open spaces across Hertfordshire Including all of the Green Flag award winning parks in East Herts and Pishiobury Park. Councillor Eric Buckmaster, Chair of the Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership, said: “From small allotments to sprawling fields, the insight has helped to ‘fill the gaps’ in our understanding of the county, creating a patchwork of potential sites across Hertfordshire. Following technical input, the resulting map will be able to identify areas for initiatives, ranging from supporting wildflower meadows and tree planting, to river and wetland restoration.’’ 
Free bus travel in Hertfordshire thanks to Bus Service Improvement Plan
Ten thousand (10,000) free bus tickets are now available to use across Hertfordshire, thanks to Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) funding. The offer allows residents and visitors to use the new Intalink Connect ticket, exploring Hertfordshire with its All Zone Daily Ticket which provides unlimited all day travel.
Intalink Connect offers flexible ticketing using multi-operator bus travel. The county is divided into 14 zones, and passengers can buy tickets for single-zone travel, two adjacent zones, or across all zones in the region, including some points beyond Hertfordshire’s borders. 
A free ticket can be claimed through the Intalink App, using the discount code CATCHBUS24. A maximum of one ticket per Intalink App account is available.
The £29.7million BSIP fund has led to significant improvements across Hertfordshire’s local bus network including new services, more frequent buses as well as the launch of schemes such as our uber-style on demand bus service HertsLynx, which currently operates in north and east Hertfordshire and Dacorum.
Hertfordshire County Council is kicking off its popular slipper swap events, giving residents the chance to throw away old, tired slippers and pick up a brand new non-slip pair.
The slipper swap events taking place this autumn and winter are the result of a collaboration between Hertfordshire County Council’s adult care service and library service.
The free, drop-in events in libraries offer older residents and people with disabilities free anti-slip slippers in addition to professional advice and support to keep them safe and well over the colder months.
Occupational therapists will be available to speak to at most events, along with community partners. Attendees will also be able to collect a free Warm in Winter gift bag, provided by Small Acts of Kindness, and get information on the Carers Library Card and the Home Library Service.
Bishop’s Stortford Recycling Centre to Get a Revamp Hertfordshire County Council will shortly be carrying out improvements to Bishop’s Stortford Recycling Centre, which will result in a significant increase to its capacity. 
Once the work is complete, there will be more than twice the current amount of parking spaces and an increase in the number of recycling containers to both improve the facility’s capacity and reduce queuing.  
The works will require the Centre to be closed from Thursday 24 October for approximately 8 weeks. Full site closure provided the most effective way to deliver the changes required. 
During its closure the nearest Recycling Centres to use are:  
· Ware Recycling Centre, Westmill Road, Ware, SG12 0EL
· Hoddesdon Recycling Centre, Pindar Road Industrial Estate, Hoddesdon, EN11 0BZ
Full details on opening days and times plus further information on each one can be viewed at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hwrc
Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for The Environment at Hertfordshire County Council said: “We are excited to be creating a new and improved experience for residents using Bishop’s Stortford Recycling Centre, one that will offer them a quicker and more efficient way to recycle. 
“The changes at Bishop’s Stortford form part of a £50m investment in waste related projects across the county, supporting our ambition to send zero waste to landfill by 2030. We are creating a new Shredding Facility at Waterdale, together with improvements to its existing Waste Transfer Station, another new Transfer Station in Ware, while similar Recycling Centre improvements are also taking place at Berkhamsted.”
New Ware Library opens its doors
Hertfordshire County Council is pleased to announce that Ware library has reopened today, 14 October, in its new central High Street home – just three minutes stroll from the previous site.
The new library features more modern and accessible facilities, a fresh look and feel and a vibrant and expanded children’s section. The team worked quickly to move 12,000 books, 10 computers, 2 self-service kiosks, a photocopier and public printer so that disruption was kept to a minimum for the 5,500 Ware residents that use the facilities every month. 
The refurbished library boasts a single-level, accessible layout with improved public and staff spaces. Enhancements include new furniture, carpets, and flooring, as well as energy-efficient lighting, heating, and insulation. Key features include: 
· Brand New Roof: Ensuring a safe and comfortable environment.
· Pod-Type Enquiry Desks and Help Points: For easy access to information.
· Accessible Toilet and Baby Change Facilities: Making the library family-friendly.
· Expanded Children’s Area: Featuring a bespoke ‘Gazebo’ seat, suspended ‘clouds’, and a river bed-themed carpet.
· Dedicated Young Adult Area: With seating and graphics chosen by the 15 young volunteers who work at the library.
· Public PCs and Hublets: Samsung Galaxy tablets available for use within the library.
· Comprehensive Services: Including scanning, photocopying, and printing, with Wi-Fi printing from personal devices (charges apply).
Support for those who need it most Last month the government announced that it was extending the Household Support Fund (HSF) for a further six months until the end of March next year. Since the launch of the grant in October 2021, we have been using this funding to support residents to deal with the rising cost of living. On Thursday 17 October councillors will discuss plans for how we will spend this £6.17million of additional funding.
The plans set out proposals that will see us continue to work with a range of partners across the county to make sure we can get the right help to those who need it, at the right time. This targeted approach will mean that residents can be supported and get assistance from the county council, local district and borough councils, and a range of other community and voluntary sector organisations. The proposed offer of support includes:
· Supermarket food vouchers for families receiving benefits-related free school meals for the October half-term, Christmas school holidays and February half-term next year. The number of families eligible for this support has grown by nearly a quarter since this funding began in 2021.
· Our Welfare Assistance Scheme, helping households on low incomes facing an immediate financial crisis, including providing outreach clinics to support the those who are unable to access our online support.
· New ‘Winter Essential’ and ‘Winter Tangible’ schemes, providing supermarket vouchers, heated blankets, warm bedding and clothes to families in crisis, known to our social care teams.
· Support for food banks and help with energy costs delivered by district and borough councils and Hertfordshire Community Trust.
· Support for homeless persons and survivors of domestic abuse.
· £150 vouchers for new pensioners registered for Pension Credits.
· £50 vouchers for care leavers over the age of 19, identified by our Care Leavers team.
· Further funding for our Money Advice Unit and Citizens Advice to enable them to continue offering financial and debt support.
NB. The Fund has now been extended by the government for a further year.
Council considers new flood protection scheme for homes
Flood Action Week takes place from Monday 14 to Sunday 20 October and with recent localised flooding seen across parts of Hertfordshire, the county council has repeated its call to residents who have a property that has been or is at risk of flooding.
The county council is specifically interested in hearing from those residents who want to find out more about measures to prevent future flooding taking place. 
A previous Flood Resilience Scheme was available to properties that were often in locations where only a few homes were at risk of flooding. Properties that met the criteria for support had the chance to receive a grant of up to £6,000, which was put towards measures such as flood barriers, flood doors and smart airbricks. Recommendations were made by an independent surveyor and installer.
Since July, the council has been investigating the demand for any future scheme which would support homeowners to ensure that their properties are protected as much as possible.
If demand for a new scheme is evident, the council is committed to exploring the feasibility of a new scheme with the ambition of offering grants to homeowners.
Eric Buckmaster, Executive Member for Environment at Hertfordshire County Council, said: “Over the last couple of weeks, parts of the county have seen some of the worst, and most concentrated rainfall in living memory leading to localised flooding which I know must be devastating for those affected.
“While the previous scheme and funding has been used, we really want to hear from residents who want to take steps to prevent flooding in the future. We’ll then use this feedback to investigate and if necessary, shape a future scheme for the benefit of residents.”
Recycling Centre Reuse shops Community Donations Outreach Progress. Ensuring equality of opportunity to participate in the Community Donation Scheme is a key focus this year and there has been a lot of outreach activity.
This quarter we presented the scheme to professionals at; Families First Support meetings in North Herts, East Herts and St Albans, Welwyn Hatfield Healthy Hub Partner drop-in, as well as to district and borough colleagues through WasteAware. This has been useful in ensuring that our colleagues who work with families in need know how to access the scheme.
In July we directly approached 50 schools, targeting those located in the areas of highest deprivation within Hertfordshire. We introduced the scheme, the availability of free educational talks and workshops and the offer of free composters. So far, we have received Community Donations requests from 6 of these schools, wicker baskets have been the most popular items!
This quarter we have fulfilled 43 community donation requests, a 53% increase on the same period last year.
A key improvement this quarter is that we have fulfilled requests from 25 different organisations, compared to just seven in Q2 2023. Recipients include schools, charities and individual households supported by HCC and district and borough services. Demonstrating that our outreach work has increased access to the scheme.
The process for applying to primary, junior and middle schools in Hertfordshire opens on 1 November 2024.
If your child is due to start primary school or move on to a junior or middle school next year, make sure you apply for a place in good time.
The easiest way to apply for a school place for September 2025 is to visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions and complete the online application form. Online applications can be amended at any time before the closing date, and you can access your school offer before allocation letters are received and accept your school allocation online.
Last year, 99 per cent of parents applied this way and found the system quick, easy and secure.
More than 100 children have been helped by Hertfordshire County Council’s emergency foster care scheme since it launched in 2022.
But more foster carers are needed in Hertfordshire to provide this vital emergency care and support to children and young people in their moment of need.
When a child or children need to leave their family home or care provider at short notice, they need someone to look after them until the best and most appropriate longer term care can be found.
Emergency foster carers provide children with somewhere safe and nurturing to stay for about 10 days. This allows time for the crisis to calm and for the child, family and professionals across social care, health and education to consider how best to meet the child’s needs.
This innovative scheme has led to more than a fifth of the children placed in emergency care being able to return safely to their family home.
			++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hunsdon Parish Council - District Councillor report for 11th November meeting
Cllr. John Dunlop
[bookmark: _myfsnskf9xkc]Ccommunity Forum 27th November
[bookmark: _oinky8z7xny7]Bbiodiversity Motion passed at Council on 19th July
[bookmark: _wh7wqcbv0jzh]EHDC is in the process of getting all Council owned spaces to be called forward as sites for Nature recovery.
[bookmark: _p1az38yl09a]Work has started on the revised District Plan
[bookmark: _qhix8q6076g1]Waste Contractor appointed
[bookmark: _h6gsbgyra2bt]NPPF Consultation
[bookmark: _fwk8429zvyat]Eelectoral Registration Annual Canvass 2024
[bookmark: _kqvmzbc6fzr]LCWIP consultation extended
[bookmark: _isjfpq5s2w83]East Herts Community Grant Applications
[bookmark: _gpuicwjj0gss]Gilston Park Estate Community Forum 
The next meeting is on 27th November, 18:30 at the Manor of Groves
Agenda confirmed to include:

East Herts Local Plan - Consideration of flooding and drainage matters in the preparation of the Local Plan and the allocation of sites.
Thames Water: Approach to the provision of capacity
[bookmark: _aws1oubw0z8j]Developer Teams: Approach to development to build in capacity
[bookmark: _koylq8y1nmrb]The Biodiversity Motion passed at Council on 19th July. 
East Herts Council has declared an Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis in order to highlight the biodiversity loss which has occurred over recent decades in East Herts and to re-affirm its commitment to protecting our natural environment.
Councillor Tim Hoskin, East Herts Executive Member for Environmental Sustainability said: “Evidence shows that the natural world is under threat. Across Hertfordshire, 76 species are known to have become extinct over the last fifty years, with insects particularly affected. With a third of our food crops pollinated by insects, and much of our wildlife reliant on insects for food, it’s essential we take action now to protect our critical natural capital and drive the recovery of biodiversity.
“The motion to declare an Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis passed with unanimous cross-party support, underlining the council’s full commitment to tackling this emergency. We will work with residents in our rural and urban communities, businesses, farmers and landowners to protect precious species, habitats and ecosystems.”  
Actions arising from the Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis declaration include: 
•    Embedding nature’s recovery at the heart of the council’s strategic plans, policy areas, service contracting and decision-making processes
•    Supporting the goal defined by the Wildlife Trust to protect 30% of land for nature by 2030
•    Setting up a Biodiversity Forum to examine the ecological and biodiversity needs of the district and to identify action which could be taken
•    Prioritizing investment in nature-based solutions to climate change
This will build on steps already taken to support the recovery of diversity in East Herts. These include:  
•    Incorporating Biodiversity Net Gain requirements, introduced by the Biodiversity Duty of the Environment Act 2021, into planning requirements
•    Contributing to the Hertfordshire Climate Change and Sustainability Partnership’s Biodiversity Action Plan;
•    Working with partners across the county on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy 

[bookmark: _oyec1czbim]HDC is in the process of getting all Council owned spaces to be called forward as sites for Nature recovery.
As part of the call for sites in preparation for a revised District Plan. The Exec for Planning is requesting that all suitable land within East Herts be called forward to be used for Landscape Nature Recovery.
[bookmark: _erjdzcowypmi]Work has started on developing a refreshed District Plan
The existing District Plan requires a review being over 5 years old. Work has started on this review in preparation for approval to start which will need to consider the revised NPPF which is currently being consulted on and expected in 2025. It is anticipated that the revised plan will have increased emphasis on sustainability, pushing for proper infrastructure and warmer homes that will be cheaper to run, plus protection for our green spaces. Evidence-gathering has begun and visioning sessions for Cllrs and officers already held. Public consultations will be coming soon but as yet no dates have been set. 
[bookmark: _m0cnkjmqm7cr]Waste contractor appointed
Veolia will be the new contractor for the Waste, recycling, and street cleansing contract. Below is the press release that was issued:
The councils will work with Veolia to introduce significant changes to waste and recycling services in August 2025, including a new three-weekly collection cycle, to enhance recycling opportunities for residents. Most residents will receive a new bin and the service will involve three weekly collection of:
Mixed paper and cardboard in one bin
All other dry recycling – glass, plastic bottles, pots tubs and trays and cans and foil – with a new addition of plastic bags and film in another bin
General (non-recyclable) waste
North Herts Council’s weekly food waste collection service will remain unchanged
East Herts will be introducing a new separate weekly food collection service, similar to our existing service
In addition, the councils will operate a new fleet with vehicles which are 3.5t or under being zero emission.
There will be a detailed communications update including an App so that people can easily track these admittedly more complicated arrangements, necessary to comply with Government legislation and help reduce costs on a stressed budget.
I will be attending a communications workshop on the 25th November. 
[bookmark: _bfxe2qoknt06]NPPF Consultation
The Executive Member for Planning and Growth (Cllr Vicky Glover-Ward) intends to make a Non-Key Decision on Friday 13 September 2024, in respect of Proposed Reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework and Other Changes to the Planning System (NKD24/10). Full details can be seen here: https://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=35566&Opt=0&J=4
There are elements towards the end particularly about water supply and sewage which may be of interest.
[bookmark: _q2arv6wrm62]Electoral Registration Annual Canvass 2024
By law the Council has to carry out an annual ‘canvass’ of electors every year to ensure the electoral register is as complete and accurate as possible. The canvass runs from July to November and the revised electoral register, incorporating the changes made during the canvass, will be published on 1 December 2024.
The canvass forms will check:
Names – of everyone eligible to vote in the household
Nationality - to ensure they are given the correct voting rights
Age -over 76 need to be marked as they will no longer be called for jury service.
16/17 year olds (attainers) can be added to the register, they will be added in the month they turn 18. 
Voting preference - in person, postal, proxy
Canvass Preparation
In July, we completed a National Data Match with records held by the Department for Works and Pensions (DWP) and a Local Data Match with council tax records. This determines which route the properties will take:
 
Route One Properties:
These are properties which do not need to respond to our canvass communications. They have been ‘matched’ either through the national or local data matching process; meaning that there is enough evidence to suggest that no changes have been made to the people living in the property. They are given instructions as to how to make any changes should they need to do so.
Route Two Properties
These are properties which MUST respond to the Canvass Communication we send to them.These forms will arrive on doorsteps on or around 14 August. We will chase for a response 3 weeks after the initial letter and again 3 weeks after that.
If we still do not have a response to these forms, from October we move into the Evening Canvass, or Door Knocking stage where a canvasser will visit households across the district to obtain a response.
Around the 7 August any Route One properties we hold a valid email address for will be sent an email through Civica. Please do assure any concerned residents these emails from The Electoral Services Officer are genuine from East Herts Council. 
Any Route One property we do not hold an email for will be sent a hard copy letter around 4 September.
[bookmark: _zarbk0muivsg]LCWIP consultation extended
Due to the huge level of interest in the East Herts LCWIP, the engagement period was extended until Friday 20 September to allow further comments to be made. The number of people who responded was recorded at 2600 people.

[bookmark: _dl2qerga2h2]East Herts Community Grant Applications
The East Herts Community Grants Application window for 2024/25 opens on Monday 11th November.
East Herts grants are issued to voluntary and community groups, not-for-profit organisations, faith groups, and town and parish councils for activities that build stronger, more connected, self-reliant communities, leading to improved health and wellbeing outcomes for residents in East Herts.
 
Grant giving supports the council’s wider corporate priority of acting with communities as well as the health and wellbeing outcomes described in the Thriving Together health and wellbeing community plan 2023 - 2027
Applicants have a choice of one grant funding stream for 2024/25. This is:
Community Grants
For all the information you need to prepare for your project submission and to access the online form please use East Herts Grants Guidelines and Application 2024/25 | East Herts District Council”

