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The Parish Council Business Meeting of Monday 14th July 2025. Village Hall, Pye Corner, Gilston 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr’s Beazley, Bryant, Harvey, Marx, Orson, Cllr Eric Buckmaster (CC), 1 member of the public. Christine Law (Clerk) in attendance.  
Cllr Buckmaster and Cllr Dunlop’s reports are attached to these minutes and can also be found on the web site.
		+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
To follow the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2025 
Item 3 Election of Chairman in which Cllr Orson was not present but in his absence was elected as Chairman.
Item 4 Declaration of Acceptance Office – Cllr Orson accepted the office and duly signed the acceptance form with the clerk as witness.  Form will now be kept as a record. 
		+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PUBLIC PARTICIPALTION
1. Concern was raised that the gates to the Hunsdon Airfield from Acorn Street, Hunsdon had been locked preventing access for maintaining the Hunsdon War Memorial. Post meeting PfP advised that Knight Frank should be contacted to arrange access.
2. Concern was raised about speeding motorbikes in Gilston Lane.  The Lane has a 60mph speed limit and any enforcement issues should be referred to the Police.
BUSINESS MEETING STARTED AT 8.15PM

16) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a) John Dunlop (EHDC).
17) RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a) Cllr Marx – item 19.c.
18) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
a) The minutes of 10th March 2025 were proposed by Cllr Harvey and seconded by Cllr Beazley
b) The minutes of 1st April 2025 were proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Marx
Both signed by Cllr Bryant (Vice Chair) as a true record.



19) ACCOUNTS
a) Clerks report to the Council of accounts summary (appendix 1).
b) CCLA Investment Account –it was agreed to transfer £20,000.00 of the CCLA investment interest earned from the Parish Council’s Deposit Bank Account to the CCLA Investment Account.  
c) Gilston Village Entrance Sign, Bakers Lane – Cllr Bryant informed the meeting that she was still waiting for information from HCC Highways, Cllr Buckmaster agreed to help progress matters. 
d) Zurich Insurance Annual Premium - £302.40 was agreed.
e) The annual donation for churchyard maintenance of £600.00 was agreed.  
f) Cllr Beazley queried the lack of a debit for £850 in respect of the funding of 2  benches for Terlings Park, agreed at the last meeting, and described as 'complete' in the TPMC Directors' Update. The Parish Clerk explained that no invoice had been received and undertook to contact the TP project manager for an update.  Update since our meeting an invoice has been received from the contractor and has been paid.
a-f proposed by Cllr Bryant and seconded by Cllr Harvey agreed by all council.
20) PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS
a) Grassland, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/23/1110/FUL – Retrospective change of use of buildings A (Class e). B (class B8), c (Class B8), D (Class B8), E (Class B8) and F (Class E). Awaiting decision.
b) The Old Rectory, Gilston – 3/24/0068/FUL – Installation of 100 ground mounted PV Cell Solar Panels on the paddocks to the north of the Old Rectory.  Granted.
c) 2-7 Kirkpatrick Place, Gilston – 3/25/0705/FUL – New application – replacing 6 juliet balconies with new cantilever balconies (to measurer 3.0metres wide, 1200mm deep, 1200mm high). Balconies to be grey aluminium frame and glazes to the front and sides.  Granted.
d) Plume of Feathers P.H. – 3/25/0545/LBC & 3/25/0546/FUL – Proposed external hot food hut positioned in garden seating area.  Parish council discussed this at our meeting and response has been sent to Planning – Application withdrawn.
e) Hodgson House, Gilston – 3/25/0543/HH – Demolition of outbuilding.  Erection of a single-storey rear extension with green roof and roof lights and alterations to fenestrations.  Erection of a single-storey outbuilding with green roof. Granted.
f) X/25/0215/CND – Discharge condition 6 (Strategic Landscape Masterplan) attached to 3/19/1045/OUT – Land North of the Stort Valley and the A414 Gilston, Herts.  Awaiting decision.
g) 2 Vine Grove, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/25/0831/HH – Proposed single storey rear extension. Awaiting decision.
h) 4 Vine Grove, Pye Corner, Gilston – 3/25/0855/HH – Proposed part single, part double storey rear extension, insertion of a new first floor side window.  Awaiting decision.
21) DOCUMENTS TO BE AGREED AND APPROVED
a) Parish Council Financial Regulations updates were adopted by the Council. Now published on the web site.
b) Parish Council Public Participation document was discussed and adopted by the Council. Now published on the web site.


22) PARISH PATHS
Cllr Orson reported:
a) FP 22 - It has been confirmed that FP22 remains open while National Power sponsored work is carried out by their contractors Morrisons, it had been reported that on at least two occasions walkers had been stopped from using the path. Morrisons investigated and advised that an over-enthusiastic security guard has admitted that walkers have been refused access to this path. They have sent their apologies and say that they have again fully briefed this guard and everyone else concerned with the site that walkers should not be prevented from using the path but be guided through when it is safe to do so.
b) FP 9 and FP 16 - The kissing gates on footpath 16 do not appear to be needed any more, as there are no longer any livestock to be retained in that field. The remains of the gates could be removed and the vegetation cleared. The gates on FP 9 could be upgraded to larger gates. Work to be coordinated with HCC Volunteer Team.
c) Mowing - all the paths in Eastwick and Gilston, except FP16have been mowed by HCC Contractors and a fallen tree cleared from FP3, 9, 22 and 27. Vegetation has been well cleared around all the benches.
23) COMMUNITY FORUM/ NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT
a) Cllr Bryant’s report is attached as appendix 2
24) HIGHWAYS
Cllr Harvey reported:
a) Works have been carried out to improve the road surface and signage around Pye Corner.
b) The works to Eastwick Hall Lane have yet to be announced. It remains important for locals to report potholes and road problems via the Herts County Council Website - www.hertfordshire.gov.uk. Their website states timescales for road repairs-
i) Emergency Road repair dealt within 2-4 hours
ii) Permanent pothole repair- within 1-4 weeks if the pothole meets intervention levels.
iii) Street lighting defects- repaired within 4 weeks if the fault is not on an A , B, or C road.
iv) Non -emergency works- logged and assessed to be included in regular maintenance works, if possible. We try to group these together to be efficient as possible. If there is severe weather, there may be a delay in these time scales.	
25) NEW HOMES BONUS/ INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 
a) New Web Site – work is needed to complete the transfer and update of information before the new website can be made live and publicised to residents. In the meantime, the parish clerk and councillors now have new email accounts that are working well.  Cllr Orson and Cllr Bryant to develop a workplan to complete the transfer including consideration of training for the Clerk.
b) Spring Bulbs – Cllr Bryant had received a suggestion from residents for planting spring bulbs (Daffodils) within our villages. It was agreed in principle to fund the supply of bulbs. Sites for planting and volunteers for bulb planting would need to be identified and a request for both to be placed in the September Parish Magazine in time for Autumn planting.

26) VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Cllr Harvey reported:
a) The village hall remains in a positive balance of £20,000 – however this may fall over the coming summer months.  
b) Efforts are being made to improve the Facebook page though we have very few followers.  Please look for Gilston & Eastwick village hall.  As ever we are reliant on our few committee members.  We are now trying to actively recruit future members and volunteers and will hope to employ an odd job person for a minimum 5 hours per month.  Works are planned to protect parking spaces of those residents who pay for the privilege,
27) CORRESPONDENCE 
a) PfP Gilston V1-6 update - March 2025 (Appendix 3)
b) Cllr Buckmaster report is attached to these minutes.  
c) Cllr Dunlop report is attached to these minutes no update given as not with us this evening.
28) ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.
a) None.
29) ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA.
a) None.
30) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) 15th September – Council Meeting 
b) 10th November – Council Meeting

Meeting closed at 9.15pm


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	













Appendix 2 – Community Forum and Neighbourhood Development

Item 23   EHC Community Forum and Neighbourhood Development

EHC Gilston Area Community Forum held Tuesday 13th May 2025

Places for People and Taylor Wimpey gave a useful presentation on the draft Programme and Phasing for the development, providing outline of forthcoming actions. 

The presentation is available at the East Herts Gilston Area Community Forum webpage
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/planning-and-building/community-forums/gilston-area-community-forum under the 13th May 2025 tab.

There are no further Forums currently scheduled, however, the next one is expected late September / October.  We urge residents to attend these forums and, if possible, submit questions, via email, at least 10 days before to community.forum@eastherts.gov.uk 

You can also ask for specific topics you want to learn more about to be included in future meetings.

Neighbourhood Development

Judicial Review for the two Gilston outline applications was dismissed and East Herts have been awarded costs. It is anticipated that the claimant may seek a hearing.

Strategic Landscape Master Plan, SLMP, for the whole Gilston Area (Villages 1-6 and Village 7) is with East Herts Planning Department for review / approval.   X/25/0215/CND

Villages 1 – 6, Places for People
A short summary of process and timeline can be found in our District Councillor’s July 2025 report.
Village 1 Master Plan expected shortly after SLMP is approved.

Stewardship, 
The Shadow Advisory Group, SAG, (membership published in the May 2025 minutes)
Several meetings have been held resulting in a draft Interim Outline Business Plan which was submitted to EHC by the 9th July 2025 deadline.

An interesting dilemma – to establish a name for the Gilston Development Area that is relevant to the whole area that can be seen to be inclusive of existing villages and the new.
Ideas welcomed.

Village 7, Taylor Wimpey submitted their Village 7 Master Plan, found by searching the EHC Planning website, X/25/0089/CND.  This will not be assessed until the SLMP has been approved.
SLMP can be found by searching X/25/0225/CND
A programme of archaeology surveys has commenced, involving some limited excavation work on the site, primarily to the east of Church Lane with only some work to the west.

Gilston Stakeholder Liaison Group
No meetings since 30th April, which was reported to the May 2025 Parish Council meeting.
These meetings are between the parish councils of Eastwick & Gilston and Hunsdon, Places for People, PfP, and East Herts Council.  
Meeting scheduled 15th July 2025.  We have requested presentations from PfP and TW on their Design Codes for Village 1 (PfP) and Village 7 (TW).  Unfortunately, this meeting has been moved to online which does not provide the same opportunity for discussion as face to face.

Estate Management – Reminder 
Places for People’s gilston.info website demonstrated at the February Community Forum 
The website has 3 headings:
Current Works – a map of current and planned works in the Gilston Area.
Report an Issue – a map where any issues, eg tree fallen across a RoW, fly tipping, etc., can be reported
News –  construction works and developments for the Gilston Area.

Roadworks update.
Places for People gilstonparkestate website NEWS page
https://www.gilstonparkestate.com/news/enabling-works-for-gilston-underway/
Nothing new on roads since 20th December 2024

Useful websites:
Village 1 and Strategic Landscape Master Plan 	
https://www.gilstonparkestate.com/get-involved/

Section 106 docs	Villages 1 - 6
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PRSRKCGL00V00

Village 7		https://www.village7.co.uk 

Section 106 docs	Villages 7
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PZKRYCGL05I00 

East Herts Community Forums
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/planning-and-building/community-forums/gilston-area-community-forum 

			=========================================
[bookmark: _Hlk203642082]Appendix 3
PfP Gilston V1-6 update - March 2025
Update on V1MP
· Following the V1MP CWG4 workshop and public information event at the end of January/early February, we have been progressing with the final design work. Thank you to those who have submitted comments after reviewing the draft design code. The V1MP is due to be submitted to East Herts District Council shortly.
Estate management
· Loose fence railing along the A414 has been secured/removed.
· Rubbish from behind the vets has been cleared, with concrete barriers repositioned at the entrance.
· Smaller reports of fallen trees, rubbish, overgrown hedgerows etc. have been dealt with after being reported through the gilston.info website.
· The team remain in conversation with Herts County Council about the flooding at Gilston Lane and Eastwick Hall Lane. We are awaiting an update on their proposals to improve the situation, and we will ensure that they update residents as soon as there is a plan in place.
· The fence and bench at the top of the wood near Eastwick were vandalised and reported to the team (photos attached). Both have now been repaired, with the bench relocated on the field side, whilst retaining the view. The HCC Rights of Way Officer has been informed.
Tree guard removal volunteering day
· In early June, a team of 20 individuals from Places for People, Knight Frank and Meeting Place helped remove outdated tree guards that were originally installed by the site’s previous landowners over 20 years ago - photos attached.
· Some of the plastic guards, which will now be taken away for recycling, had become dislodged and scattered across the landscape, particularly near public rights of way. In total, the volunteers collected enough guards to fill four tonne bags.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
[bookmark: _Hlk202809456]E Buckmaster County Councillor Report July 2025 
Council Leaders rule out single county unitary authority proposal for Hertfordshire
Local Government Reorganisation engagement plans
Hertfordshire’s 11 Councils will soon be launching the first phase of engagement as part of the joint programme to shape proposals for the future of local government in the county.
A team of officers drawn from the County Council and all 10 District & Borough Councils has been established to develop the options and make recommendations for Leaders to consider. Key considerations will include ensuring value for money in any new structures; the need to understand the impact of any changes to key services like social care and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND); how proposals support future devolution; and making sure communities continue to have a strong say in local decisions.  The Government will provide £378,077 funding to support this project.  
In a co-ordinated approach, councils will be engaging with their key strategic stakeholders to explore how local government can better support shared priorities and improve services for residents in the future. We will be leading the engagement with county-wide partners including NHS organisations, police, education leaders and business representatives on behalf of the programme.
The second phase of engagement, which will take place in August and September,  will see councils hosting a number of public engagement events across the county to ensure all voices are heard and can influence the final proposal(s) submitted to the Government at the end of November.
We, and all councils, will also be organising significant engagement with colleagues throughout this period and a detailed plan is currently being developed as part of the county-wide LGR programme
The views of residents, businesses, local government partners, colleagues, and other stakeholders across the public and private sectors will be essential as proposals develop and significant engagement will take place over the coming months.  
 
Hertfordshire County Council announced an alternative approach to pothole repair on residential streets will be trialled in the county between 23 June and 4 July.
The new approach will involve highways crews identifying and fixing the worst potholes, looking for other issues in the same section of road that could cause potholes in the future and fixing them too, that same day. It’s anticipated that this way of working could reduce costs, provide a better service for residents with less disruption, keep our roads in a better and safer condition for longer and prevent potholes forming in the first place.

The two-week trial will take place in residential areas in Abbots Langley, Leavesden, Garston and part of North Watford with the potential for it to be rolled out in other areas if evaluation of the trial shows it to be effective and cost efficient.

The crews will use the Roadmender machine on the trial, which uses asphalt to fix potholes and other damage to roads and then seals the area, rather like a plaster.
County Hall to be marketed for sale with funds to be reinvested in vital services
Called in to Overview and Scrutiny Committtee by Conservative Group 9th July
Hertfordshire County Council has confirmed plans to market the entire County Hall site in Hertford for alternative uses following a meeting of the Resources and Performance Cabinet Panel, subject to final Cabinet approval on Monday 23 June. The decision supports the new administration’s efforts outlined in their first 100-day plan to make the council more effective and reduce costs through better use of its existing assets. 
County Hall has been marketed for employment use since September 2023, following the council’s decision to move most of its services from the Hertford site to its Stevenage Campus. To date there has been limited interest in securing the site for employment use, with most interested parties looking to rent small parts of the building. The council is now able to, as part of the planning process, market County Hall for alternative uses, including residential or commercial use.  
The previous cabinet decision to market County Hall for employment use included an ambition to retain the front part of the building, including the Council Chamber, for political meetings. The new administration has decided that the whole building will now be included in the marketing. 
Work has now commenced to create new spaces to allow for democratic meetings to take place at the council’s Stevenage campus, bringing councillors closer to the officers responsible for delivering council services. 
Hertfordshire Libraries participate in the Story Garden Summer Reading Challenge with free activities for families launching 5 July 2025
Get ready for a summer of adventure at your local Hertfordshire Library!
[image: Hertfordshire Libraries participate in the Story Garden Summer Reading Challenge with free activities for families launching 5 July 2025: Picture1]This year’s Summer Reading Challenge theme, Story Garden – Adventures in Nature and the Great Outdoors, will encourage children to explore the magical connection between storytelling and nature, against the backdrop of the celebrations for 100 years of Hertfordshire Libraries.
In collaboration with The Reading Agency, throughout the summer, children joining ‘Story Garden’ can discover new books, participate in free activities at their local library, and explore the link between reading and the great outdoors.
The Challenge launches at all Hertfordshire Libraries on Saturday 5 July, and runs until Saturday 6 September. Children are encouraged to read six library books and collect exclusive stickers along the way. Those who complete the Challenge will receive a medal and certificate - while stocks last - and a chance to win tickets to an interactive workshop with the celebrated author and poet, Sean Taylor.
Keep an eye out for pop-up Maker Stations at select libraries during the summer holidays, offering simple and sustainable nature inspired activities. 
Visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/SummerReadingChallenge for details.  

Local food businesses recognised for supporting health and protecting the environment
The Hertfordshire Responsible Food Award is a quality-mark that any local business serving food can apply for, to demonstrate that they are promoting healthier eating habits and reducing the environmental impact of their business.
This scheme is all about helping customers to make healthier food choices.
There are worryingly high numbers of people in Hertfordshire living with excess weight and obesity. Obesity can increase our chances of developing health problems, such as diabetes, cancers, heart disease, and back and joint pain.  
The Herts Responsible Food Award helps food businesses to adopt simple changes which can have a big impact, such as switching to healthier cooking oils, reducing sugar and salt content, and recycling food waste. I’d encourage all local cafes, restaurants, takeaways and other eateries to join the scheme to support local health and the environment.” 
Three levels of award are available – standard, silver and gold. Qualifying businesses will display the relevant sticker in their window.
You can find out which businesses have achieved an award at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hrfa
Any business that serves food can register their interest in the scheme on the website. Accreditation unlocks a number of benefits for businesses, including funded food hygiene training, exclusive supplier discounts and free advertising
Accelerating Retrofit in Hertfordshire
The LARA (Local Area Retrofit Accelerator) Commitment is now accessible on the HCCSP website. After three intensive full day workshops and many months of co-creation and collaboration, the LARA stakeholders published the Hertfordshire Retrofit Strategy at the Retrofit launch and celebration event on the 08 July 10:00am to 10:45am. We would warmly encourage you all as stakeholders to attend! 
Renewables:
· The UK’s driest spring on record generated a record amount of solar power,  42% higher than that generated at the same time last year. The solar electricity generated in 2025 to date has avoided the need to import gas costing around £600m, which would have released 6m tonnes of carbon dioxide (MtCO2) when burned. 
· Great British Energy Bill has been passed in Parliament. The independent and publicly owned organisation will receive £8.2bn in funding from UK Government every year until 2029. 
· The Clean Industry Bonus funding has doubled to £544million due to higher demand, providing financial support to offshore wind developers who prioritise investment in areas where it is most required. 
Neighbourhood Policing week-end June
There are four separate teams dedicated to police a local area. Each team is headed by Sergeants with a group of PC's, PCSO's and volunteers working hard to keep your area safe. 
 It has been a packed and productive week and here are just a few highlights from our team’s efforts:
🚨 Early morning warrant executed in Bishop’s Stortford targeting drug-related activity.
🤝 Community engagement at a local homeless shelter and food bank, plus outreach in key neighbourhood priority areas.
👮‍♂️ Three arrests made, including:
·  One individual charged with possession of a bladed article and 17 burglary/theft offences
·  One for possession of an offensive weapon
·  One for drugs and Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) offences
·  Three out of custody disposals
🚗 Three proactive vehicle operations:
·  100 vehicles stopped
·  3 vehicles seized
·  9 Traffic Offence Reports (TORs)
·  8 Vehicle Defect Rectification Scheme (VDRS) notices issued
📦 427 illegal vapes seized in partnership with Trading Standards
💷 £80,000 in cash seized in relation to suspected fraud / proceeds of crime offences
 The local Neighbourhood Policing team are supported by response colleagues and CID together with specialist units such as dogs, firearms and traffic working together as part of Team Herts. 
 Your local team work hard each day in your area to prevent crime and keep people safe. If you need to contact any of the Neighbourhood Policing Team you can find details here: Home | Hertfordshire Constabulary

25th anniversary of fire dog sponsorship hailed as ‘paw-some’
Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service are today celebrating the 25th anniversary of Computacenter’s sponsorship of fire investigation (FI) dogs in the county by sharing memories of the dogs in service during the partnership.
FI dogs are specially trained to detect substances which can start fires, such as petrol, white spirit and lighter fluid. With their superior sense of smell and donned in their protective boots they search fire scenes, looking for any remaining traces to indicate that a fire was started deliberately.
In assisting fire investigators to establish the origin and cause of fires they provide vital evidence that is crucial in securing conviction rates in arson cases.
With over 1,370 incidents attended by the specially trained canines, the FI dogs have been involved in a number of high-profile investigations, including fatal fires, murder and attempted murder investigations. Work undertaken by FI dog Reqs alone resulted in a combined total of over 250 years of imprisonment for convicted offenders.
Sponsorship ensures the FI dogs receive regular continuation training in order to maintain their skills. Part of that training involves teaching the dogs to ignore everyday distractions that may compromise their performance whilst searching the scene of a fire, and with Labradors being very well known for their huge appetites, food distraction training is important!

Government’s proposals to reform planning committees 
East Herts responded to the technical consultation 
In the King’s Speech, the government announced that it would modernise the way planning committees operate to best deliver for communities and support development. In December 2024 a working paper was published which included various proposals to reform planning committees: 
introducing a national scheme of delegation so there is greater consistency and certainty about which decisions go to committee 
requiring separate, smaller committees for strategic development so there is more professional consideration of key developments and 
introducing a requirement for mandatory training for all planning committee members so they are more informed about key planning principles. 

The Planning and Infrastructure Bill which was published in March this year and includes: 
a new power for the Secretary of State to set out which planning functions should be delegated to planning officers for a decision and which should instead go to a planning committee or sub-committee 
a new power for the Secretary of State to control the size and composition of planning committees and 
a new requirement for members of planning committees to be trained, and certified, in key elements of planning. 

Two Tier scheme of delegation 
The consultation document proposes to introduce a scheme of delegation which categorises planning applications into two tiers: 

Tier A which would include types of applications which must be delegated to officers in all cases; and 
Tier B which would include types of applications which must be delegated to officers unless the Chief Planner and Chair of Committee agree it should go to Committee based on a gateway test. 

Tier A would generally be technical in nature or about minor developments. The consultation document considers such applications ‘are best handled by professional planning officers’. The full list is applications for 

Householder development 
Minor commercial development 
Minor residential development 
Applications for reserved matter approvals 
Applications for s96A non-material amendments to planning permissions 
Applications for the approval of conditions 
Applications for approval of the BNG Plan 
Applications for approval of prior approval (for permitted development rights) 
Applications for Lawful Development Certificates 
Applications for a Certificate of Appropriate Alternative Development 

Tier B applications will include applications not included in Tier A (and will also include section 73 application and applications when the local authority, councillor or officer is the applicant). However, such applications will be subject to a ‘gateway-test’. This will require the chief planning officer (in the case of this authority, the Director of Place) and the chair of planning committee to mutually agree that they should go to committee. 
Size of planning committees 
The government’s 2024 working paper identified that there was strong support for having smaller committees to improve the quality of debate whilst recognising the need for political balance. 
The consultation seeks views on limiting the number of members in a planning committee to 11. 
Mandatory training for planning committee members 
The consultation document identifies that many local authorities already train their members but the approach to training is not consistent. 
The consultation seeks comments on the administration of a certification for all members of the planning committee and whether this should be managed at a national level. 
The Council’s response to the consultation 
 East Herts Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the changes and considers that the main area of concern is the two tier scheme of delegation. 
Tier A applications will take away any ability of the Development Management Committee to consider applications which fall into this definition. Whilst these types of applications may be minor in nature they can create a significant number of representations from members of the community and often raise valid planning concerns. The opportunity for decision making to be demonstrated at a local level will be missed as will the opportunity for contentious and challenging applications to be properly and fully debated in an open and transparent way. 
Tier B applications do enable applications to be considered by the committee subject to the gateway test being satisfied. Strategic applications which are allocated in the Council development plan are significant in terms of their scale and the impact they have on local communities. This council considers that it is right and proper that applications of such a scale and potential impact are properly considered and debated by the planning committee. This ensures that members of the community are able to see in an open and transparent manner the decision making process and they can be involved in the process through the arrangements for public speaking and/or opportunities for speaking by ward members. 
However: None of the options available in Tier A or Tier B deal in any substance with departures to the Development Plan being required to be considered by the planning committee. The planning system is plan-led and considerable time and resource is placed on the preparation of the Development Plan. It is important that applications which depart from the Development Plan are considered by the planning committee as this also shows decisions which impact on local communities which depart from the strategy of the authority being considered in an open and transparent way. 
In a similar way, it is important that applications which are subject to legal agreements, that often relate to significant monetary value, are appropriately scrutinised through the planning process of committee. The impact of such financial contributions can sometimes have wide ranging positive effects and it is important that this is considered by decision makers at the local level who represent the communities who will be most impacted. 

There are 12 committee numbers for the current planning committee. A reduction to 11 (as a maximum) will have no material effect and there is scope to ensure the appropriate political mix. 
 East Herts Council provides various opportunities for members of the planning committee to attend training. In recent months various training sessions have been organised on a range of matters including, viability, probity in planning, housing land supply and tilted balance, design and heritage matters. 
That said, the opportunity for standarised training and the required for members to pass a nationally prescribed test can only be seen as positive. This will help assure communities that decision makers on important planning decisions have the appropriate training to make decisions. 
Next Steps The Council will submit the response to the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government before the consultation closes on 24 July
Sustainable Hertfordshire
Your Tree Our Future a tree-mendous success, with one tree claimed every 15 seconds! The scheme has proved so popular that after just two weeks, all 93,000 trees have been claimed by residents, businesses, schools and community groups for planting across the county to make Hertfordshire greener. While this year’s scheme might have closed, if you want to be the first to know when the scheme reopens in 2026, sign up to the waiting list.
Hertfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Public Consultation launching in July
Hertfordshire's LNRS public consultation launches soon, and we invite you to share your views on nature recovery. The consultation will be open for eight weeks; you can review the draft strategy and provide feedback via a survey. Webinars will also be held to discuss the strategy and answer questions.
To get involved, email us to join the mailing list. For more information, and to take part in the consultation survey when it is launched, go to the council's LNRS consultation page.
Clean Air Day 2025
On the 19th of June, Clean Air Day was celebrated to raise awareness about air quality. Sustainable Hertfordshire officers helped a secondary school in Sawbridgeworth promote cleaner air. 
Students surveyed and informed drivers about the dangers of air pollution and the importance of turning off their engines when parked. 
Other schools in the county are also supporting the Clear the Air campaign.
Find out why Clean Air Day, the UK's largest air pollution campaign, is so important.





Eric Buckmaster July 2025
			++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++






Eastwick&Gilston Parish Council - District Councillor report for July meeting
Cllr. John Dunlop

1. Gilston Park Estate
The judicial review for the two Gilston outline applications was dismissed and East Herts have been awarded costs. It is anticipated that the claimant may well seek a renewal whereby they would submit a revised bundle with a hearing expected a few months later.

There is a lot of paper work happening whilst the JR process plays out.
This is a short summary of what happens and when, focusing on the SLMP, Regulatory Plans, and Design Code:
[bookmark: _ofsran8o8u1q]Overview of Process and Timeline
· [bookmark: _p9rmmfeljubp]SLMP (Strategic Landscape Masterplan) and Village Masterplans (V7MP and V1MP) must be approved first, before any Reserved Matters Applications (RMAs) can be determined.
The community is expected to comment only on planning elements like the SLMP, Regulatory Plans, and Design Code — not technical details (e.g. ecology, SuDS), which are assessed by professionals.
📅 Timeline of Key Steps
· Early April: Community Working Group and officers received the SLMP and V7 Masterplan (V7MP) (Draft V1).

· February: V7MP circulated to the community
· [bookmark: _oz0v26yaajds]2 June 2024: Deadlne for community comments on the V7MP, Regulatory Plan, and Design Code.
Late June/July 2024: PfP expected to formally submit the V7MP.
June 2024: Officers reviewing the SLMP and preparing detailed feedback.
📝 Decision and Discharge Order
The conditions will be discharged in the following order, assuming the applicants revise the documents or justify their approach:
· SLMP (for both applications)

· Village 7 Masterplan (V7MP)

· V7 RMA 1a (if in accordance with V7MP)

· V7 RMA 1b (if in accordance with V7MP)

· Village 1 Masterplan (V1MP) (when submitted)
⚠️ Notes
· Some changes will definitely be required to both SLMP and V1MP (not due to content, but structure and clarity).

· V7MP may also need changes depending on SLMP amendments.

· Historic England input is being reviewed to determine whether it applies at the masterplan or reserved matters stage.

· Reserved Matters Applications (RMAs) cannot be determined until SLMP and village masterplans are approved.

2. Local Government Reform (LGR) update
Public Consultation planned for September. Consultants are now working on modelling 2/3/4 unitary models. 
No further update other than that the single unitary body for Hertfordshire has been ruled out following the formation of a new administration at County.

Just as a reminder of the devolution timetable:

· 5 Feb 2025 Statutory invitation received from the government to submit local government reorganisation proposals.
· 21 Mar 2025 Submit interim Local Government Reorganisation proposal.
· 1 May 2025 Hertfordshire County Council Elections.
· 28 Nov 2025 Submit full Local Government Reorganisation Proposal
· Proposed May 2027 Elections (Shadow authorities)
· Proposed Apr 2028 Vesting day for new unitary councils

Note from Helen Standen - It’s still not clear how Hertfordshire might be divided to create new unitary council(s). There’s a dedicated area on our website (https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/future-local-government ) for LGR updates, and here’s the report (https://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/documents/s69408/Update%20on%20Local%20Government%20Reform.pdf?J=2) that went to Full Council last week to brief members.
3. Stakeholder Engagement on the Future of Local Government in Hertfordshire
 Hertfordshire’s 11 councils have on the 4 July launched the first phase of engagement as part of a joint programme to shape proposals for the future of local government in the county.
In a co-ordinated approach, all councils will engage with key strategic partners - including the NHS, police, education leaders, major employers, town and parish councils and voluntary and community sector groups – at both county-wide and district and borough level. This initial phase will focus on the principles and opportunities behind potential reorganisation options and how future local government arrangements could better support shared priorities and improve services for residents.  
 
The second phase of engagement, which will be launched in the coming months, will provide residents and wider stakeholders with the opportunity to learn more about the potential options for the future of local government in Hertfordshire, ask questions, and share their views directly. Details of these will be shared closer to the time. 
 
Final proposals must be submitted to the government on 28 November 2025.

4. District Plan 
A Parish and Town Planning Forum was held on 5th June, outlining:
NPPF changes and impacts
National Policy updates
5 Year Housing Land Supply
District Plan update - formal work starts in 2026 with a 30 month timeframe
Call for Sites
Strategic Vision
Let me know if you want a copy of the presentation.
A newsletter will come out in the Summer but to keep in touch subscribe here: https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/subscribe-planning-newsletter
Consultation Rescheduling - The Strategic Vision for the District Plan has been rescheduled from 5 June 2025 to 1 September 2025.
Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward, Executive Member for Planning and Growth, said: “We had originally planned a six-week consultation starting on 5 June, inviting everyone who lives and works in our district to share their views on a new vision that will guide the updated District Plan.



5. 
Plans for the permanent appointment to the Chief Executive role at East Herts Council.
Helen Standen was appointed as the Interim Chief Executive at Full Council in October 2024 for a period of up to 18 months. Now that we're well into the interim period, it is time to start the formal process for a permanent appointment. The role is advertised in the Municipal Journal (MJ) and on EHDC website.
A shortlist and interview of applicants will happen in July, with a view to confirming an appointment in August. The Chief Officer Recruitment Committee (across political groups) will play a key role in this process
6. Waste Container Deliveries - Further Update
Container deliveries started in East Herts. As a reminder, the majority of residents will receive their containers for the new weekly food waste collection. This is a brown kerbside caddy (23 litres) and a 5 litre kitchen caddie for collection food waste inside of the home.
Weekly food waste recycling is a mandatory requirement under the government's Simpler Recycling initiative. As such the council has received “New burdens funding” for the implementation for the service by 2026. Residents will also receive a roll of caddy liners to start the food waste recycling journey along with the food waste leaflet.
East Herts residents will also receive a purple-lidded 180 litre non-recycling bin along with instructions on how to mark up existing containers. Residents will retain all of their containers, except for the kerbside/inner paper boxes. These will not be needed after the 4 August. We will not be removing these containers but encourage residents to reuse them for other purposes.
I have received a lot of comments about what the purple bin will be used for. For some with babies or those requiring incontinence pad disposal it will be used quite a lot. It is encouraged to share bins with your neighbours if you think this could help. 
7. East Herts Strategic Vision report
This is available at: https://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/documents/s69319/East%20Herts%20Final%20Vision%20Report_V.6%20-%20New%20Version.pdf?J=5
A public consultation will start towards the end of 2025. It will form a key part of the revised District plan. 
Unfortunately we had to take the decision to delay the consultation on the District Plan visioning due to the by elections in Hertford which would prevent full councillor involvement. 
8. [image: A colorful logo with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Arts in East Herts
Arts in East Herts grant scheme

On Monday 23rd June we launched our grant scheme to support the Arts in East Herts showcase event that runs district wide throughout September and October.  Last year the grants supported the running costs of workshops and events that were attended by over 5400 residents.  The events took place in theatres, church and village halls and artists’ studios in both town and rural settings.  
 
The Arts in East Herts showcase event is funded through UKSPF to proactively support delivery of the UK government’s national missions: pushing power out to communities everywhere, with a specific focus to help kickstart economic growth and promoting opportunities in all parts of the UK. 
 
Grant applications must be submitted by midnight Sunday 20th July.  More details on the event and the grant application process can be found here 
9. Herts Sports Partnership and HCC Public Health Campaign - “Never too late to be active 2025'' 
The “Never too late to be active 2025 campaign” is targeted at those who struggle to keep active or who have minimal opportunities to be active

The 2025 campaign offers sign up, including free sessions to a wide choice of East Herts activity providers, so you can choose a location and activity that works for you!

Sign up here and to find out more information: The link to sign up to the campaign can be found here: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/health-in-herts/news-events-and-campaigns/never-too-late/never-too-late.aspx?searchInput=&page=1&resultsPerPage=10&view=card

Individuals can sign up to the campaign and receive an activity voucher to enjoy 12 free and discounted sessions to help them reach their goal. Those that enter can also be in with a chance to win prize draws.
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